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MEET  THE  NEWEST 
ALUMNAE . . . 


Please  join  the  Class  of  2012 
in  a tradition  of  giving. 

Make  a gift  today  online  at 
barnard.edu/gift  or  by  calling 
866.257.1889. 


The  College's  newest  alumnae  are  well  on  their  way  to  their  careers— 
working  at  nonprofit  organizations  and  in  corporations,  teaching,  and 
going  to  graduate  school.  They  are  already  making  their  mark  on  the 
world,  and  in  so  doing,  these  extraordinary  women  are  spreading  the 
legacy  of  Barnard  outside  the  gates  of  the  College. 

They’ll  join  other  alumnae  by  supporting  The  Barnard  Fund  year  after 
year— for  the  next  classes  of  Barnard  students  whom  they  will  go  on 
to  inspire. 


BARNARD 

THE  BARNARD  FUND 


BARNARD  COLLEGE 

COMMENCEMENT  2012 


WITH  KEYNOTE  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BY 

BARACK  OBAMA 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


We  know  that  our  challenges  are  eminently  solvable. 

The  question  is  whether  together,  we  can  muster  the  will— in 
our  own  lives,  in  our  common  institutions,  in  our  politics— to 
bring  about  the  changes  we  need.  And  I’m  convinced  your 
generation  possesses  that  will.  And  I believe  that  the  women 
of  this  generation— that  all  of  you— will  help  lead  the  way. 
—Barack  Obama,  President  of  the  United  States 
and  recipient  of  the  2012  Barnard  Medal  of  Distinction 


Photographs  by  Asiya  Khaki  '09,  Sam  Stuart,  and  David  Wentworth.  © Barnard  College. 


COMMENCEMENT  2012 


On  Monday,  May  14,  2012,  President  Barack  Obama  delivered  the  keynote  address  at  Barnard 
College’s  120th  Commencement  ceremony,  and  received  the  College’s  highest  honor,  the  Barnard 
Medal  of  Distinction,  Barnard’s  students,  faculty,  alumnae,  staff,  and  friends  gathered  in  person 
and  online  in  more  than  100  countries  to  hear  the  President’s  charge  to  the  Class  of  2012. 

The  graduates,  in  turn,  offered  their  own  advice  to  a younger  generation  of  women,  presenting 
President  Cbama  with  a book.  Pass  It  On:  Wisdom  from  the  Barnard  College  Class  of  2012  to 
Sasha  and  Malia  Obama.  The  President  received  another  uniquely  Barnard  gift;  a collection  of 
signed  recent  books  by  some  of  the  College’s  acclaimed  alumnae  authors. 


Welcoming  the  President  on  this  momentous  day  was  a fitting  capstone  to  one  class’s 
extraordinary  educational  experience,  and  a testament  to  Barnard’s  ongoing  commitment  to 
empowering  women  to  become  even  more  exceptional. 

1 Kathryn  Kolbert,  Constance  Hess  Williams  Director  of  the  Athena  Center  for  Leadership  Studies,  and  trustee  Binta  Niambi  Brown  '95 

2 Bacchantae  3 Madalena  Provo  '12,  recipient  of  the  Frank  Gilbert  Bryson  Prize  4 Barnard  Medalist  Helene  Gayle  '76  5 Commencement 
speakers  from  the  Class  of  2012  with  President  Debora  Spar  (from  left):  Jessica  Blank,  Daniele  Lerner,  Jaclyn  D'Aversa,  Eileen  Smith, 
Jordana  Kaminetsky  6 Former  NYC  Mayor  David  Dinkins  7 Former  president  of  Wellesley  Diana  Chapman  Walsh,  who  accepted  the  Barnard 
Medal  of  Distinction  on  behalf  of  her  sister  Professor  of  Chemistry  Sally  Chapman,  and  Britney  Wilson  '12  8 President  of  the  Barnard 
Alumnae  Association  Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77  9 Debora  Spar  and  President  Obama  10  Cynthia  Nixon  '88  and  Anna  Fondiller  11  Trustees 
Cheryl  Glicker  Milstein  '82  and  Diana  Touliatou  Vagelos  '55  12  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Jolyne  Caruso-FitzGerald  '81  13  Columbia 
University  President  Lee  C.  Bollinger  14  Trustee  Emerita  Judith  S.  Kaye  '58  and  Barnard  Medalist  Evan  Wolfson  15  Cover  of  Pass  It  On 


PASS  IT  ON 

Wisdpnr  froni  the  sarnard  College  Class  of  20^2 
to  SashaS  Maiia  Obama 
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The  task  for  your  generation  is  to  make  the  personal, 
political,  again.  To  take  the  education  you  have  received,  to 
take  the  grit  and  the  brilliance  and  ambition  that  each  and 
every  one  of  you  have,  and  to  forge  these  components  into 
a commitment  to  fight— not  only  for  your  own  aspirations, 
important  as  those  are,  but  also  for  the  dreams  and  the 
hopes  and  the  rights  of  a broader  community. 

—Debora  Spar,  President  of  Barnard  College 


I 


As  we  sit  at  our  commencement,  the  onus  is  now  on  us.  We 
are  responsible  for  shaping  Barnard’s  legacy.  It  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  take  the  lessons  learned  from  our  foremothers  and 
continue  to  teach  one  another  and  the  women  of  the  future. 
—Jessica  Blank  ’12,  President  of  the  Student  Government 
Association  of  Barnard  College 


Every  day  you  receive  a steady  stream  of  sensationalism  and 
scandal  and  stories  with  a message  that  suggest  change  isn’t 
possible;  that  you  can’t  make  a difference;  that  you  won’t  be 
able  to  close  that  gap  between  life  as  it  is  and  life  as  you  want 
it  to  be.  My  job  today  is  to  tell  you:  Don’t  believe  it.  Because 
as  tough  as  things  have  been,  I am  convinced  you  are  tougher. 
I’ve  seen  your  passion  and  I’ve  seen  your  service.  I’ve  seen 
you  engage  and  I’ve  seen  you  turn  out  in  record  numbers.  I’ve 
heard  your  voices  amplified  by  creativity  and  a digital  fluency 
that  those  of  us  in  older  generations  can  barely  comprehend. 
I’ve  seen  a generation  eager,  impatient  even,  to  step  into  the 
rushing  waters  of  history  and  change  its  course. 

—Barack  Obama,  President  of  the  United  States 
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LETTERS 


Fellowship 

Thank  you  for  the  article  on  the  Writing  Fellows 
program  at  Barnard  [in  the  Spring  2012  issue] 
(and  thank  you  to  Erica  Mann  Jong  '63  for  her 
generous  and  steadfast  support  of  it!).  It  was 
an  honor  for  me  to  be  part  of  this  invaluable 
program  during  my  time  at  Barnard,  where,  as 
a fellow,  I was  given  the  opportunity  to  help 
undergraduate  and  graduate  students  from  both 
Barnard  and  Columbia— economists,  biologists, 
musicians,  anthropologists,  and  architects,  to 
name  a tew.  The  work  was  intellectually  rigorous 
and  invigorating,  and  the  rewards  have  endured 
up  to  the  present  day,  where  I now  depend 
on  the  skills  I developed  as  a fellow  in  my 
career  as  a grant  writer.  In  tact,  two  major  arts 
organizations  in  Boston  have  benetitted  from 
the  Writing  Fellows  program.  By  helping  others 
we  learned  to  question,  listen,  and  then  organize 
and  communicate  ideas  effectively.  These  skills 
are  essential  in  order  to  write  compelling  and 
successful  proposals  tor  funding. 

I regret  that  Professor  Nancy  Kline  Piore 
'64  was  not  mentioned  in  the  article.  She  was 
the  director  of  the  writing  program  during  my 
time.  Nancy  was  an  exceptional  mentor  to  me 
and  so  many  others.  I believe  I speak  tor  scores 
of  fellows  and  the  students  with  whom  they 
collaborated  when  I send  her  our  gratitude. 

—Melissa  Gallin  '96 
Director  of  Institutional  Grants 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art  and  Design 


Foodies  Follow-Up 

As  a credited  ghostwriter  working  on  a 
memoir  for  Anne  Willan,  author  and  creator 
of  the  renowned  La  Varenne  Cooking  School, 
I've  met  with  many  lights  of  the  food  world- 
editors  and  authors,  chefs  and  vintners, 
educators  and  entrepreneurs.  Naturally  I was 
thrilled  to  see  the  culinary  talent  Barnard  has 
produced,  but  there  was  a notable  missing 
figure— Lisa  Ekus  '79.  I met  Lisa  because 
she  is  Anne  Willan's  agent,  but  she  is  also 
one  of  the  culinary  world’s  denizens.  Lisa  has 
been  in  the  business  tor  over  30  years  and 
has  an  unrivaled  talent  for  sniffing  out  and 
representing  the  very  best  chefs,  cookbook 
authors,  nutrition  authorities,  and  culinary 
educators.  Much  of  her  story  (though  not 
enough)  is  on  her  Web  site  at  lisaekus.com. 

—Amy  Friedman  '74 
Los  Angeles,  Calif 

A Matter  of  Facts 

I enjoyed  the  article  about  Liz  Neumark  and 
Katchkie  Farm,  “Keeping  It  Local,"  Spring 
2012.  As  Kinderhook’s  bookseller,  I would 
like  to  correct  a couple  of  inaccuracies  in 
the  article.  It  is  true  that  Martin  Van  Buren 
is  our  most  famous  resident.  He  was  born, 
retired,  and  died  here.  You  can  visit  his 
home,  Lindenwald,  a National  Historic  Site. 
However,  neither  Aaron  Burr  nor  Washington 
Irving  ever  lived  in  Kinderhook.  Burr  was  Van 
Buren's  mentor.  Gore  Vidal  suggests  in  his 
novel  Burr  that  he  was  Van  Buren’s  biological 
father  (artistic  license!).  The  Van  Burens  ran 
an  inn  and  people  stayed  there  while  traveling 
to  and  from  Albany. 

Washington  Irving  also  spent  time  in 
Kinderhook  visiting  friends.  He  wrote 
The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow  while  here,  and 
modeled  characters  after  local  residents.  Our 
school  district  is  named  tor  Ichabod  Crane, 
possibly  the  only  time  a bad  teacher  has  been 
so  honored! 

— Rondi  Brower  '83 
Blackwood  & Brouwer  Booksellers  Ltd 
Kinderhook,  NY 
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SEXUAL  POLITICS 

! 

I On  a particularly  dreary  day  at  the  end  of  February,  I received  an  unexpected  phone 
call.  Back  and  forth  with  doctors  all  morning,  I was  trying  to  get  word  about  my 
younger  son,  who  had  phoned  from  college  to  report  that  he  was  ill  and  on  his  way 
to  the  hospital.  When  the  phone  rang,  I leaped,  positive  that  it  was  the  emergency 
room  calling  with  the  final  diagnosis.  Instead,  it  was  my  office,  informing  me  that 
' President  Obama  wanted  to  give  the  commencement  address  at  Barnard.  What 
I does  one  say?  “Oh  wow,”  I mumbled.  “Sure.  I have  to  get  off  the  phone  now.” 

i Over  the  next  few  days,  matters  evolved  in  a blur.  My  husband  and  I raced  to 
Vermont  to  check  on  our  son  who,  thankfully,  was  soon  okay.  I ran  through  the 
list  of  people  who  had  to  be  contacted  confidentially.  And  then  worked  with  my 
staff  to  craft  a careful  strategy  for  releasing  the  good  news.  In  an  e-mail  sent  early 
on  a Saturday  morning,  we  solemnly  informed  our  students  that  the  president  had 
I chosen  Barnard  and  would  soon  be  addressing  the  College’s  graduating  seniors.  The 
news  hit  slowly,  and  then  exploded  in  the  blogosphere.  “PRESIDENT  OBAMA 
IS  GIVING  THE  BARNARD  COMMENCEMENT  SPEECH,”  one  student 
swiftly  reported  on  Facebook.  “No  words.  Just  wow,”  commented  another.  By  noon, 
though,  the  tone  had  taken  a decidedly  different,  distinctly  horrible  turn.  Out  of 
the  woodwork,  unidentified  grumblers  began  attacking  the  College  and  its  students. 

Most  of  the  attacks  were  general  in  nature  and  could  reasonably  be  explained 
[ away  as  jealousy.  “POTUS  is  smart  and  he  made  an  intelligent  move,”  groused 
one.  “Better  to  speak  with  people  without  brains  than... talk  with  students  who  are 
: intellectually  superior.”  But  some  were  distinctly  and  disgustingly  misogynistic, 
demeaning  the  career  ambitions  and  purported  sexual  practices  of  Barnard  students. 

“Barnard  is  full  of  academically  inferior  students  that... are  stereotypically  easy  to  get 
in  bed,”  asserted  one  anonymous  post.  “Just  tell  them  to  have  babies  and  take  good 
care  of  your  family,”  stated  another.  A handful  were  so  obscene  that  I won’t  repeat 
them  here.  Other  media,  however,  had  no  such  reservations;  within  days  the  campus 
was  embroiled  in  a nasty  and  high-profile  fight  about  women  and  sexuality;  women 
and  success;  and  the  complicated  boundaries  between  profanity  and  free  speech. 

That  same  week.  Rush  Limbaugh  called  Sandra  Fluke,  a law  student  who  testified 
before  Congress  in  favor  of  expanded  insurance  coverage  of  contraception,  a slut 
and  a prostitute.  In  response,  President  Obama  telephoned  Fluke  personally  to 
express  his  disappointment  and  support.  Newt  Gingrich  and  Rick  Santorum,  then 
' vying  with  Mitt  Romney  for  the  Republican  presidential  nomination,  offered 
carefully  worded  comments,  trying  to  distance  themselves  from  Limbaugh’s 
! language  without,  necessarily,  disagreeing  with  his  views. 

Certainly,  much  of  what  has  driven  the  sexual  politics  of  2012  is  this  year’s 
electoral  politicking — a divisive  ideological  scramble  in  which  both  parties  are 
explicitly  fighting  for  the  “women’s  vote.”  More  surprising  and  of  greater  long-term 
importance,  is  that  these  fights  have  also  unearthed  a deep-seated  ambivalence 
about  sex  in  America,  particularly  about  the  sexuality  of  young  unmarried  women. 

Because  what  was  revealed  by  our  announcement,  by  Limbaugh’s  rantings,  and  by 
the  outbursts  surrounding  them  both,  was  that  women  in  2012 — roughly  50  years 
after  the  dawning  of  the  sexual  and  feminist  revolutions — are  still  being  crucified 
Continued  on  Page  53 
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QUICK  TAKE 

A MILESTONE 
BIRTHDAY 

LOTS  OF  OANDLES,  PLENTY 
OF  OAKE 

BY  ANNA  QUINDLEN  74 

Random  House,  2012,  $26 

Anticipating  a new  decade 
prompted  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
author  Anna  Quindlen  to  look 
both  back  and  forward  as  she 
contemplated  aging,  the  launch 
of  three  children  from  the  nest, 
and  her  new  ability  to  do  a 
headstand. 

“My  life  is  nothing  like  I imagined, 
and  so  much  better  than  I could 
have  expected,"  she  writes  in 
her  latest  book.  Lots  of  Oandles, 
Plenty  of  Oake,  “and  that  goes  for 
this  moment  in  my  life,  when  I am 
beginning  to  flirt  with  the  idea 
of  old  age.  I have  a feeling  I may 
be  cut  out  to  be  an  old  woman." 

Quindlen,  chair  of  Barnard’s 
board  of  trustees  from  2003  to 
2010,  explores  her  simmering 
disconnect  with  the  Catholic 
church,  explains  why  she  no 
longer  drinks,  and  considers  her 
daughter  at  19,  Quindlen’s  age 
when  her  own  mother  died.  In 
every  chapter,  she  scrutinizes  a 
facet  of  her  essence,  concluding, 
“The  older  we  get,  the  better  we 
get  at  being  ourselves.” 

What  are  your  goals  for  your  next 
decade?  I want  to  write  some  more 
novels.  I want  to  someday  be  a good 
grandmother.  I want  to  spend  as  much 


by  June  D.  Bell 


ANNA 


QUINDLEN 


CANDLES, 


PLENTY 


OF  CAKE 


A MEMOIR 


time  as  I can  with  my  friends  and 
family.  I want  to  stop  saying  “yes”  to 
things  when  I really  want  to  say  “no.”  I 
want  to  get  up  close  and  personal  with 
whales  in  the  wild. 

Much  of  what  you  reveal  in  Lots  of 
Candles  has  been  fodder  for  criticism, 
whether  it’s  the  contents  of  your  two 
homes  or  your  use  of  Botox.  Have  you 
ever  regretted  being  so  candid?  I’ve 
been  self-censoring  since  I was  33  years 
old  and  began  writing  about  my  kids  in 
“Life  in  the  30s”  in  The  New  York  Times. 
I’ve  gotten  quite  adept  at  figuring  out 
where  to  draw  the  line,  for  the  sake  of  my 
comfort  level  and  that  of  my  loved  ones. 

The  response  to  the  Botox  comments 
cracked  me  up.  Here’s  something 
magical:  Millions  of  people  now  use 
Botox,  hut  somehow  it’s  never  anyone 
you  actually  know.  Even  those  people 
you  know  who  have  foreheads  that  look 
as  though  they’ve  just  been  ironed. 

Who  are  we  lying  for?  I don’t  know.  All 
I know  is  that  if  you’re  writing  a book 
about  aging,  you’re  going  to  mention 
some  of  these  cosmetic  techniques,  and 
that  begs  the  question  of  whether  you’ve 
gone  there  yourself.  So  when  the  question 
was  begged,  I answered.  Truthfully. 

Do  you  think  the  women’s  movement 
is  still  viable?  What  do  young  women 
need  from  feminism?  And  what  do 
they  bring  to  the  table?  The  women’s 
movement  is  different  than  it  was  when  I 
was  a Barnard  student.  Let’s  think  back: 


Classified  ads  were  still  divided  into 
male  and  female,  and  most  of  the  female 
jobs  were  secretarial.  There  were  single- 
digit quotas  at  professional  schools. 

Two  years  after  I graduated,  a group 
of  women  brought  a class-action  suit 
against  the  Times  that  resulted  in,  among 
other  things,  my  employment  there.  So 
great  change  was  needed  at  the  macro 
level.  Today  many  of  the  assumptions 
and  goals  of  the  women’s  movement 
have  been  absorbed  into  our  culture. 
Every  time  a working-class  dad  assumes 
his  daughter  is  going  to  go  to  college 
and  get  a good  job,  that’s  the  women’s 
movement  at  work. 

What  we  need  now  is  a more 
egalitarian  atmosphere  at  home, 
because  that’s  why  women  sometimes 
take  themselves  out  of  the  running  for 
promotion  and  why  many  of  them  are  so 
tired,  because  they  are  doing  two  full- 
time jobs.  It’s  time  for  men  to  step  up. 
They  are  already  reaping  the  benefits 
in  terms  of  not  having  to  be  the  sole 
wage  earner  in  the  home.  They  need  to 
shoulder  more  of  the  responsibilities. 

As  for  my  daughter,  my  sons,  and  their 
generation,  I think  they  bring  tolerance, 
diversity  and  balance  to  the  table.  I’m 
very  optimistic  about  this  generation. 

In  a Fresh  Air  interview  with  Terry 
Gross  on  NPR,  you  said  that  six  months 
after  your  mother  died,  you  hired  a 
housekeeper  and  “sort  of  fled”  to 
college.  When  you  look  back  now,  how 
Conriiuied  on  Page  53 
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QUICK  TAKE 

A CONCRETE 
BARRIER 

BEHIND  THE  BEAUTIFUL 
FOREVERS 

BY  KATHERINE  BOO  ’88 

Random  House,  2012,  $27 

A close-up  view  of  the  lives  of 
Mumbai’s  poor 

Katherine  Boo  has  made  a name  for 
herself — and  won  a Pulitzer  Prize — 
writing  about  the  lives  of  the  poor 
and  neglected  in  society.  In  her  recent 
book,  Behind  the  Beautiful  Forevers,  she 
portrays  the  hopes  and  hardships  of  the 
residents  of  a makeshift  slum. 

The  residents  of  Annawadi,  a half- 
acre of  more  than  300  shacks  hastily 
constructed  near  the  Mumbai  airport, 
struggle  to  make  a living  by  scavenging, 
sorting,  and  selling  the  trash  discarded 
by  wealthy  Indians.  Abdul,  the  teenager 
at  the  narrative’s  center,  supports  his 
family  of  11,  who  live  in  a tin-roofed 
hut.  Abdul  collects  empty  whisky 
bottles,  discarded  tin  foil,  and  mildewed 
newspapers,  selling  them  to  recyclers 
and  hoping  to  make  enough  money  to 
move  his  family  to  a 1,200-square-foot 
plot  of  land  just  outside  Mumbai.  He 
has  been  doing  this  work  since  he  was  6 
years  old. 

Reviewing  the  book  in  The  New 
York  Times,  Janet  Maslin  wrote  of  Boo, 
“She  is  one  of  those  rare,  deep-digging 
journalists  who  can  make  truth  surpass 
fiction,  a documentarian  with  a superb 
sense  of  human  drama.”  NPR  said, 

“Her  book  reads  like  a novel,  but  the 
characters  are  real.” 

Boo  found  herself  drawn  to  the 
plight  of  these  families — many  of  their 
children  bypass  school  to  work  as 
scavengers — after  meeting  her  husband, 
Sunil  Khilnani,  an  Indian  citizen 
and  a professor  of  politics  at  King’s 
College  London.  “To  me,  becoming 


by  Jennifer  Greenstein  Altmann 


I Katherine  Boo 

behind  the 
beautiful 
forevers 


attached  to  a country  involves  pressing 
uncomfortable  questions  about  justice 
and  opportunity  for  its  least  powerful 
citizens,”  she  writes. 

A blonde  woman  with  a video  recorder 
and  notepad  was  a curiosity  for  a couple 
of  months  of  Boo’s  research — people 
trailed  after  her  shouting  “Hyatt! 
Intercontinental!”,  thinking  that  she  had 
lost  her  way  to  a luxury  hotel  nearby. 

But  Annawadi’s  residents  soon  grew 
used  to  Boo  as  she  practiced  her  watch- 
and-listen  reporting  style. 

Getting  the  story  meant  enduring 
police  harassment,  studying  some  3,000 
public  records,  and  risking  her  already 
fragile  health  to  spend  so  much  time  in 
a place  where  tuberculosis  is  rampant. 
But,  after  tripping  over  an  unabridged 
dictionary  in  her  home  and  breaking 
three  ribs.  Boo  decided  not  to  bow'  to 
caution  and  plunged  into  the  streets 
to  penetrate  the  inner  lives  of  its  least 
fortunate.  She  spent  three  and  a half 
years  embedded  with  the  people  of 
Annawadi,  observing  them  as  they  made 
dinner,  fought  with  their  relatives,  and 
stole  scrap  metal,  looking  for  what  she 
calls  “resonant  stories”  that  illuminate 
some  element  of  the  larger  society. 

The  book’s  title  refers  to  the  concrete 
wall  that  conceals  Annawadi  from  view. 

It  is  plastered  with  yellow  advertisements 
for  an  Italian  tile  company  with  the 
slogan  “Beautiful  Forever.”  The  ad 
fuels  the  dreams  of  Abdul’s  mother, 
Zehrunisa;  She  wanted  a small  window 
Continued  on  Page  53 


NEW  & UPCOMING 


FICTION 

THE  ORPHANMASTER 

by  Jean  Zimmerman  '79 
Viking,  2012,  $27.95 

POETRY 

THE  TWO  YVONNES:  POEMS 

by  Jessica  Greenbaum  '79 

Princeton  University  Press,  2012,  $12.95 

EXIT,  CIVILIAN 

by  Idra  Novey  (Rosenberg)  '00 
University  of  Georgia  Press,  2012,  $16.95 

YOUNG  READERS 

FILIPINO  CELEBRATIONS:  A TREASURY 
OF  FEASTS  AND  FESTIVALS 

by  Liana  Romulo  '90,  illustrations  by  Corazon 
Dandan-Albano 

Tuttle  Publishing,  2012,  $16.95 

NONFICTION 

BLACKNESS  IN  OPERA 

edited  by  Naomi  Andre  '89,  Karen  M.  Bryan, 
and  Eric  Saylor 

University  of  Illinois  Press,  2012,  $35 

PURPLE  PASSAGES:  POUND,  ELIOT, 
ZUKOFSKY,  OLSON,  CREELEY,  AND 
THE  ENDS  OF  PATRIARCHAL  POETRY 

by  Rachel  Blau  DuPlessis  '63 
University  of  Iowa  Press,  2012,  $39.95 

WALL  STREET  WOMEN 

by  Melissa  Fisher  '85 

Duke  University  Press,  2012,  $22.95 

SAMUEL  BARBER:  A THEMATIC 
CATALOGUE  OF  THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 

by  Barbara  (Brody)  Heyman  '55 
Oxford  University  Press,  2012,  $99 

DINNER  WITH  CHURCHILL:  POLICY 
MAKING  AT  THE  DINNER  TABLE 

by  Cita  Stuntz  Stelzer  '65 
Pegasus,  2012,  $26.95 

A CENTURY  OF  WISDOM:  LESSONS 
FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  ALICE  HERZ- 
SOMMER,  THE  WORLD’S  OLDEST  LIVING 
HOLOCAUST  SURVIVOR 

by  Caroline  (Davis)  Stoessinger  '58 
Random  House,  2012,  $23 

PRACTICE  MAKES  PERFECT:  BASIC 
HINDI 

by  Sonia  (Sharma)  Taneja  '99 
McGraw-Hill,  2012,  $16 

IN  SEARCH  OF  SACCO  AND  VANZETTI: 
DOUBLE  LIVES,  TROUBLED  TIMES,  AND 
THE  MASSACHUSETTS  MURDER  CASE 
THAT  SHOOK  THE  WORLD 

by  Susan  (Mondshein)  Tejada  '67 
Northeastern  University  Press,  2012,  $27.95 

Complete  listings  online  at  alum.barnard.edu/salon. 
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Photographs  by  Asiya  Khaki  '09  and  Dorothy  Hong 


RECORD  REUNION 


Alumnae  reconnected  and  socialized  with  old 
friends  and  new,  in  addition  to  attending  discussions, 
workshops,  lectures,  and  other  events  during  this 
year’s  reunion  weekend.  The  Alumnae  of  Color  Dinner 
on  Thursday  honored  the  legacy  of  Dr.  Vera  Joseph 
Peterson  ’32.  At  Friday’s  President’s  Luncheon,  Debora 
Spar  outlined  future  plans  to  ensure  the  College’s 
continued  growth.  And  Saturday  night’s  festive  Gala 
Dinner  featured  food  and  music  from  alumnae-owned 
enterprises.  Breaking  records  were  the  Class  of  ’62, 
highlighting  their  50th  reunion  with  $515,000  for 
scholarships,  and  new  attendance  records  set  by  the 
30th,  20th,  10th,  5th,  and  one-year  reunion  classes. 

To  the  reunion  committee,  chaired  by  Patricia  Tinto  ’76, 
good  show! 


Photos  (read  from  left)  1 Estelle  Haferling  '67  2 Celina  Kelly  '09,  Samantha  Grieco  '12,  Amy  Larrowe  '12,  Cheryl 
Glicker  Milstein  '82  P14,  Dorothy  Urman  Denburg  '70,  and  Philip  Milstein  P14  3 Mahalia  Joseph  '87,  Brenda 
Boatswain  '87,  Nancy  Clark  '87,  and  Sabrina  Scott  '87  4 Dancer  Sydnie  Mosley  '07  at  the  Alumnae  of  Color  Dinner 
5 Nancy  Kung  Wong  '62  6 Class  of  '82:  Cathryn  Devons,  Elena  Alvarez  (with  Garrison),  Sibel  Bessim,  and  Barbara 
Saperstein  7 Liliana  Segura  '02  8 Carol  Herman  Cohen  '59,  Toni  Crowley  Coffee  '56,  Frances  Sadler  '72,  and  Lisa 
Morgan  Bowstead  '85  9 Janice  Pride-Boone  and  Brenda  Aiken,  both  Class  of  '77  10  Rebecca  (Becky)  Fried,  Emily 
Nelson,  and  Soula  Harisiadis,  all  Class  of  '07  11  Carolyn  Silbermann  Koffler  '32  and  Pat  Tinto  12  Ruth  Nemzoff 
and  Sara  Ginsberg  Marks,  both  Class  of  '62  13  Harriet  Newman  Cohen  '52  P76  14  Elizabeth  Neiditz  Benedict  '76; 
her  book  Mentors,  Muses  & Monsters,  inspired  the  theme  for  The  Moth  storytellers  15  Elizabeth  (Bettina)  Blake  '52 
16  Feminism  panelist  Shilpa  Guha  '12  17  '77  class  members  (standing):  Francine  Benzaken  Glick,  Evelyn  Berger 
Hartman,  Mary  Ann  LoFrumento,  Lucinda  Finley,  and  Wanda  Chin;  seated  are  Katherine  Best  and  Theresa  Racht  18 
Karen  Charal  Gross  '62  19  Evelyn  Ehrlich,  Virginia  (Ginny)  Bales  of  the  Bales-Gitlin  Band,  and  Susan  Clare,  all  Class 
of  '72  20  President  Spar  with  award-winners  Courtney  Martin  '02  and  Liz  Neumark  '77 
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REUNION  2012 


by  Susan  Hansen 


PERILS  OF  THE 
PRESIDENCY 

Partisan  politics  is  only  one  of  many  pitfalls, 
according  to  Professor  Richard  Pious 


Now  that  the  2012  U.S.  presidential  race 
has  entered  the  final  stretch,  American 
voters  are  about  to  be  bombarded  with 
a barrage  of  campaign  ads.  The  key 
question  obviously  is  who’s  most  fit 
to  lead  the  country.  Another  question 
worth  asking,  however,  is  why  anyone 
would  want  the  job.  While  being 
president  most  definitely  has  its  perks, 
it’s  not  only  one  of  the  most  grueling 
jobs  on  the  planet,  it’s  also  almost 
invariably  thankless,  according  to 
Richard  Pious,  professor  of  political 
science  and  Adolph  S.  and  Effie  Ochs 
Chair  in  History  and  American  Studies. 
The  professor  shared  his  views  on  the 
enormous  hurdles  that  those  holding 
the  Oval  Office  face  in  a 2012  reunion 
weekend  lecture,  “Why  Presidents  Fail.” 

■ Pious  has  spent  much  of  his  career 
studying  the  exercise  (and  limits)  of 
political  and  presidential  power.  Along 
j with  teaching  courses  in  American 
I politics  and  political  decision  making, 
j he  is  also  the  author  of  several  notable 
' books  on  the  U.S.  presidency  and 
I political  system,  including  The  President, 
Congress,  and  the  Constitution,  The 
; American  Presidency,  and,  most  recently, 

li 

Why  Presidents  Fail:  White  House  Decision 
I Making  from  Eisenhozver  to  Bush  II. 

In  recent  decades  serving  as  president 
' has  increasingly  become  a losing 
I proposition,  according  to  Pious.  Despite 
1 the  lofty  campaign  rhetoric  and  high 
f hopes  that  sweep  presidential  candidates 
ti  into  office,  he  pointed  out  that  a host 
^ of  hard  political  and  practical  realities 
^ severely  limit  how  much  presidents  can 
;;  actually  accomplish. 

Presidential  candidates  make  big 
j promises  about  how  they  will  fix  the 


economy,  or  overhaul  Social  Security 
or  health  care,  or  resolve  intractable 
foreign-policy  disputes.  And  they  may 
even  sincerely  intend  to  keep  those 
promises.  The  reality  is  that  many  of  the 
problems  they  face  are  so  complex  and 
so  intractable  that  they  can’t  be  solved. 
At  best,  they  can  be  managed. 

Of  course,  that  hasn’t  stopped 
presidents  from  trying  to  tackle 
ever  bigger  challenges — and  setting 
themselves  up  for  failure.  Recent 
presidents,  he  noted,  have  increasingly 
put  forth  policy  initiatives  aimed  at 
shaking  up  the  existing  order,  and 
disrupting  the  status  quo.  Pious  said  that 
presidents  have  become  more  and  more 
ambitious  with  issues  that  are  more  and 
more  difficult  to  deal  with,  pointing  to 
George  W.  Bush’s  attempt  to  privatize 
Social  Security  as  just  one  example. 

Making  the  job  even  tougher,  he 
added,  is  the  fact  that  at  some  point 
in  their  tenure  virtually  all  presidents 
also  inevitably  have  to  contend  with 
an  unexpected  out-of-the-blue  crisis 
or  series  of  crises  that  demand  a huge 
proportion  of  their  time  and  attention, 
and  can  doom  a presidency.  These 
so-called  “black  swan”  events  run  the 
gamut:  Former  president  Jimmy  Carter, 
for  instance,  found  himself  scrambling 
to  deal  with  skyrocketing  oil  prices 
brought  on  by  the  OPEC  embargo  as 
well  as  the  overthrow  of  the  Shah  in 
Iran.  For  Bill  Clinton,  it  was  the  Monica 
Lewinsky  scandal,  while  George  W. 

Bush  had  to  crisis-manage  both  9/11 
and  the  financial  meltdown  of  2008.  As 
for  the  Obama  administration.  Pious 
noted  that  the  continuing  deterioration 
of  the  European  financial  system  and  the 


Illustration  by  Jonathan  Bartlett 


Photograph  by  Asiya  Khaki 


potential  collapse  of  the  euro  has  turned 
into  a serious  crisis.  Three  or  four  years 
ago,  no  member  of  his  administration 
was  predicting  the  level  of  contagion  in 
the  eurozone,  he  added. 

Whatever  form  a given  problem  or 
“black  swan”  event  takes,  the  upshot 
is  that  it  virtually  always  wreaks 
havoc  on  the  best  laid  presidential 
plans.  Presidents  “get  pushed  off  their 
agenda,”  said  Pious,  who  added  that 
even  Abraham  Lincoln,  widely  regarded 
as  among  the  greatest  U.S.  leaders,  was 
essentially  just  reacting  as  the  events 
that  precipitated  the  Civil  War  played 
out.  “I  see  Lincoln  as  a scrambler,  as 
an  improviser,”  said  Pious,  who  quoted 
from  a letter  Lincoln  wrote  during  his 
presidency,  in  which  he  claimed  “not  to 
have  controlled  events,  ...  that  events 
have  controlled  me.” 

Just  trying  to  manage  the  various 
crises  that  come  a president’s  way  can  be 
daunting  enough.  But  Pious  noted  that 
the  increasingly  bitter  partisanship  and 
antipathy  to  political  compromise  that 
have  arisen  in  the  past  couple  of  decades 
have  made  the  challenges  modern 
presidents  face  much  harder.  Pious  said 
that  we  have  moved  from  a political  age 
to  an  anti-political  age,  and  he  recalled 
that  during  the  Eisenhower  years  most 
people  applauded  when  Republicans 
and  Democrats  struck  the  compromises 
required  to  move  the  country  forward; 
President  Eisenhower  himself  said  that 
the  “best  place  to  be  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  road.” 

President  Reagan  also  recognized 
the  necessity  of  meeting  the  Democrats 
who  controlled  Congress  in  the  1980s 
Continued  on  Page  53 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  SUMMER  2012  9 


REUNION  2012 


by  Merri  Rosenberg  '78 


Photographs  by  Dorothy  Hong 


ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 
AWARD  WINNERS 


When  Barnard’s  extraordinary  women  come  together  during  Reunion, 
the  Alumnae  Association  recognizes  a few  especially  accomplished 
graduates  for  professional  achievements  or  exceptional  volunteer 
contributions  to  the  College 


WOMAN  OF  ACHIEVEMENT 

O Liz  Neumark  ’77 

Founder  of  Great  Performances,  third 
largest  independent  catering  firm  in  the 
U.  S.... Owner  and  founder  of  Katchkie 
Farm,  supplier  of  organic  produce  for 
Great  Performances  kitchens;  farm  is  also 
the  site  of  the  nonprofit  Sylvia  Center, 
which  promotes  nutrition  for  children 
and  introduces  inner-city,  at-risk  kids  to 
hands-on  farming  experiences... Leader 
in  the  locavore  movement,  serves  on  the 
Governor’s  Food  Policy  Council... Food 
philanthropist,  donating  produce  to  anti- 
hunger organizations. . .Recipient  of  the 
Good  Arts  Silver  Spoon  Award 

YOUNG  ALUMNA  AWARD 

O Courtney  Martin  ’02 

A founding  writer  and  editor  emerita  of 
the  Web  site  feministing.com. . .Author 
of  Perfect  Girls,  Starving  Daughters:  Hozv 
the  Quest  for  Perfection  is  Harming  Young 
Women,  and  Do  It  Anyway:  The  New 
Generation  of  Activists  among  others... 
Leader  of  the  Op-Ed  Project’s  Public 
Voices  Fellowship  Program  at  Princeton 
University,  coaching  women  academics 
to  engage  in  public  debate... Founder 
of  the  Secret  Society  for  Creative 
Philanthropy  whose  mission  is  to  develop 
personal  youth  activism  and  community 
involvement. . .Recipient  of  the  Elie 
Wiesel  Prize  in  Ethics 


10 


DISTINGUISHED  ALUMNA 

O Rebecca  Newberger  Goldstein  ’72 

Philosopher,  academic,  and  novelist 
whose  work  examines  the  intersection  of 
science  and  philosophy  in  daily  lives... 
Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences. . .MacArthur  “Genius” 
Fellow. ..Recognized  as  Humanist  of 
the  Year  by  the  American  Humanist 
Association. . .Winner  of  the  National 
Jewish  Book  Award  for  novel  Mazel... 
Winner  of  Koret  Jewish  Book  Award 
for  biography  of  Spinoza... Recipient  of 
National  Science  Foundation  Fellowship 

SERVICE  TO  BARNARD  AWARD 

O Rosalind  Marshack  Gordon  ’62 

Class  vice  president  and  reunion  chair 
for  40th  reunion. . .Member  of  class 
committee’s  Annual  Fund... Class 
treasurer. ..Recently  completed  three- 
year  term  on  the  AABC  nominating 
committee,  which  she  chaired. . .Vice 
president  and  general  counsel  at  Pitney 
Bowes  and  former  chair  of  the  AABC 
Bylaws  committee 

DISTINGUISHED  ALUMNA 

O Sheila  Levrant  de  Bretteville  ’62 

Artist,  designer,  and  academic  whose 
work  is  in  the  collections  of  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum,  Centre  Pompidou 
and  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art... 
Designated  “Design  Legend”  and 


recipient  of  the  Gold  Medal  from  the 
American  Institute  of  Graphic  Arts... 
First  tenured  woman  on  the  faculty  of 
the  Yale  School  of  Art. . .Co-founder  of 
the  Woman’s  Building,  a public  center 
for  female  culture,  and  the  Women’s 
Graphic  Center  in  Los  Angeles... 
Produced  award-winning  redesigns  for 
magazines  and  newspapers,  like  the  Los 
Angeles  Times 

MILLICENT  C.  MCINTOSH  AWARD  FOR  FEMINISM 

O Ronnie  Myers  Eldridge  ’52 

Host  of  Eldridge  & Co,  a weekly  talk  show 
about  New  York  City  on  CUN Y-TV. . . 
First  NYC  City  Hall  liaison  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community. ..First  director  of 
the  Division  for  Women  in  City  Hall... 
Chaired  the  women’s  issues  committee 
as  a member  of  the  NY  City  Council... 
Former  co-chair  of  the  Women  and  AIDS 
Project,  the  nation’s  first  public  hearing 
on  the  subject... First  executive  director  of 
the  Ms.  Foundation  for  Women 

DISTINGUISHED  ALUMNA 

O Jamienne  S.  Studley  ’72 

Educator  and  advocate,  president  of 
Public  Advocates,  Inc.,  in  San  Francisco, 
and  chair  of  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  on  Institutional  Quality  & 
Integrity,  setting  standards  to  assess 
higher-education  quality. ..First  woman 
president  of  Skidmore  College. . .Former 


associate  dean  of  Yale  Law  School, 
launching  a pioneer  loan  forgiveness 
program  for  graduates  pursuing  public 
service  careers. . .Second-generation 
alumna  (mother,  Joy  Cosor  Studley 
’46)... Former  president,  Barnard  in 
Washington  Club. . .Member,  search 
committee  that  selected  President  Ellen 
Futter  ’71... Class  fund  chair 

SERVICE  TO  BARNARD 

O Harriet  Kaye  Inselbuch  ’62 

Former  chair  of  the  Annual  Fund... 
Fund  chair  for  her  45th  reunion  and 
member,  alumnae  committee  for  the 
Centennial  Dinner. . .Class  president 
for  15  years... Reunion  chair  for  10th 
reunion. . .Participant  in  the  President’s 
Circle  Council. . .For  her  50th  wedding 
anniversary,  requested  contributions 
to  the  scholarship  fund  she  and  her 
husband  established  in  2007 

SERVICE  TO  BARNARD 

O Rhoda  Mermelstein  Berley  ’57 

Class  fund  chair  for  15  years... Vice 
president/reunion  chair. . .Member, 
Leadership  Assembly  committee,  for 
past  three  years... Served  on  alumnae 
committees  for  the  Annual  Fund, 
President’s  Advisory  Council  and 
President’s  Circle  Initiative. . .Dedicated 
correspondent  and  networker  on  behalf 
of  her  class  and  the  College 
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REUNION  2012 


by  Melissa  Phipps 


Iliustration  by  Meiinda  Beck 


EMBRACING  THE  F WORD 

Five  Barnard  feminists  share  their  stories  from  the  ever-evolving  movement 


“Feminism  and  Feminists  Today:  A 
Conversation  Across  the  Decades,” 
brought  together  alumnae  representing 
nearly  45  years  of  feminism  at  this 
reunion  panel.  From  “I  Am  Woman”  in 
the  ’70s,  to  the  ’80s  Sex  Wars,  to  the 
’90s  backlash  and  riot  grrrls,  to  “girl 
power”  in  the  aughts  and  modern-day 
SlutWalks,  how  we  define  and  defend 
feminism  has  evolved  as  have  feminists 
themselves.  The  panelists  shared  their 
thoughts  on  what  feminism  meant  to 
them  as  students,  where  it  stands  today, 
and  how  to  protect  its  future. 

Courtney  Martin  ’02,  a founder  and 
editor  emerita  of  feministing.com  and 
author  of  several  books,  including  Do  It 
Anyway:  The  Nezv  Generation  of  Activists 
and  Perfect  Girls,  Starving  Daughters, 
moderated.  After  introducing  the  panelists, 
she  asked  each  woman  to  elaborate  on 
how  her  relationship  to  feminism  came 
alive  or  changed  at  Barnard. 

New  Jersey  Democratic 
Assemblywoman  Mila  Oden  Jasey  ’72 
arrived  in  on  campus  in  1968  with  the 
feminist  message  already  instilled  by  her 
mother.  She  recalled  that  everything,  even 
academics,  took  a back  seat  to  another 
issue.  “Feminism  is  not  something  I was 
focused  on.  We  were  more  focused  on 
the  war  in  Vietnam,”  Jasey  said.  The 
most  feminist  event  she  remembers  was 
the  founding  in  her  junior  year  of  the 
Barnard  Center  for  Research  on  Women 
(BCRW),  created  with  a mission  of 
supporting  feminism  and  social  justice. 

“You  couldn’t  avoid  being  a feminist 
at  Barnard  when  I was  here,”  said 
Katherine  Franke  ’81,  the  Isidor  and 
Seville  Sulzbacher  Professor  of  Law  at 
Columbia  and  director  of  the  Center 
for  Gender  and  Sexuality  Law.  She 
remembered  a late  ’70s  campus  buzzing 
about  women’s  rights,  gay  rights, 
sexuality,  and  feminism.  The  popular 
feminist  debate  was  anti-porn  vs.  pro- 
sex; the  famous  Hustler  magazine  cover 
image  of  a woman  being  put  through  a 
meat  grinder  was  everywhere.  “It  was  an 
exciting  [time].  Sexuality  was  so  central 
to  how  we  understood  feminism,  how  we 


understood  ourselves  as  women.” 

Kathryn  Drabinski  ’97,  a gender 
and  women’s  studies  lecturer  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  Baltimore 
County,  arrived  here  from  Boise, 

Idaho,  looking  for  a radical  time. 
“Women  at  Barnard  were  having  fierce 
arguments  and  causing  trouble,”  she 
said.  Despite  the  constraints  of  nascent 
political  correctness,  activism  was  hip. 
Drabinski  worked  in  BCRW  with  many 
of  her  friends,  volunteered  w'eekends  at 
an  abortion  clinic,  and  was  involved  in 
a group  called  LABIA  (Lesbians  and 
Bisexuals  in  Action).  “When  I was  in  it  I 
don’t  remember  thinking,  ‘I’m  a feminist.’ 
I was  just  a college  student,”  she  said. 

Shilpa  Guha  ’12  said  the  campus  was 
not  the  wild  political  scene  she  expected. 
A T-shirt  created  by  the  BCRW 
convinced  her  to  choose  Barnard.  The 
message:  Dare  to  Use  the  F-Word. 

“It  was  one  of  these  signs  that  I got 
on  my  campus  tour,”  recalled  Guha. 

“I  was  looking  for  a feminist  space.” 

She  eventually  found  it  as  a research 
assistant  for  BCRW,  and  in  events  like 
Take  Back  the  Night. 

In  many  ways,  Guha  represents  a 
new  breed  discussed  by  the  panel:  the 
professional  feminist.  She  already  has 
an  impressive  CV.  While  attending 
Barnard,  she  was  a coordinator  for 
AfterHours  Tutoring,  a community 
impact  youth  group,  and  interned  at  the 
Ms.  Foundation,  the  United  Nations 
in  Geneva,  and  the  Africa  division  of 
Human  Rights  Watch.  Guha  interviewed 
Anita  Hill  on  campus  and  has  met 
Oprah  Winfrey.  With  degrees  in  political 
science  and  human  rights,  she  is  headed 
to  Washington,  D.C.  to  intern  for  the 
American  Bar  Association. 

Franke  and  Drabinski  find  that 
students  today  are  more  professionally 
driven.  “Kids  today  consider  college 
to  be  a direct  path  to  what  you  want 
to  be,”  says  Franke.  “My  experience 
was  anything  but.”  After  college  she 
was  in  a band,  taught  karate,  and  wrote 
a novel  before  law  school.  Drabinski 
worked  at  a video  store,  nannied,  and 


did  temp  work.  Jasey,  who  wanted  to 
be  a teacher,  instead  went  to  nursing 
school,  despite  protests  from  friends  and 
family  who  thought  medical  school  more 
appropriate.  Even  Martin  waitressed  at 
the  Deluxe  Diner  near  the  campus. 

Such  a rigid  focus  can  make  women 
less  likely  to  take  the  risks  associated 
wdth  activism.  The  Facebook  generation 
knows  anything  that  lives  on  the 
Internet  can  come  back  to  haunt  them. 
Social  media  has  generally  been  a 
boon  for  getting  people  involved,  with 
online  petitions,  lively  discussions  in 
comment  threads,  and  the  ability  to 
spread  information  quickly.  Last  year’s 
SlutWalks,  which  started  in  Toronto  as 
a protest  against  a male  official  telling 
women  they  should  stop  dressing  like 
sluts  if  they  don’t  w'ant  to  be  victimized, 
gained  traction  on  the  Web.  Women 
in  cities  throughout  the  United  States 
marched  in  “slutty”  clothing.  A picture 
or  video  at  such  a rally  can  spread  just 
as  quickly  and  easily. 

“I  totally  understand  the  fear  of 
being  on  Facebook  or  YouTube,”  said 
Jasey.  While  she  doesn’t  think  rallies 
necessarily  change  things,  they  do  keep 
young  women  politically  minded.  “That 
feeling  of  being  in  a demonstration  and 
feeling  that  energy  around  you  is  very 
motivating.  I’m  worried  that  people 
don’t  realize  what  we  fought  so  hard  to 
get  can  so  easily  be  taken  away.” 

Perhaps  young  women  don’t 
understand  the  urgency  because  they 
were  born  with  the  rights  hard-won 
by  their  mothers  and  grandmothers. 

Or  they  are  simply  trying  to  live  up  to 
the  standard  set  by  a generation  that 
insisted,  “you  can  do  it  all,”  without 
explaining  how.  Maybe  the  economy  is 
to  blame,  or  Martin  suggested,  there’s  a 
missing  externalized  anger  that  seemed 
to  drive  previous  generations. 

Politics  is  the  realm  where  women  can 
really  affect  change,  asserted  Jasey.  Yes, 
the  system  is  broken,  but  it’s  important 
for  more  women  to  get  involved. 
“Experience  gives  you  more  patience 
Continued  oti  Page  54 
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REUNION  2012 


Illustration  by  Juliette  Borda 


by  Elicia  Brown  '90 


LIVING  WELL, 
AGING  WELL 

What  you  need  to  know  to  burnish  your  golden  years 


Confronting  yet  another  birthday, 
seniors  often  quip,  “It’s  better  than  the 
alternative.”  But  some  golden  years  do 
shine  brighter  than  others,  with  a number 
of  85 -year-olds  continuing  to  vigorously 
exercise  their  bodies  and  minds,  while 
others  find  themselves  largely  debilitated. 
The  geriatrician  Cathryn  Devons  ’82 
observed  that  “as  people  age,  they  become 
less  alike  rather  than  more  alike”  in  their 
capabilities,  and  that  while  much  of  our 
health  lies  beyond  our  control,  we  can  in 
fact,  “influence  our  genetic  heritage.” 

Devons  spoke  about  aging  and  health 
as  part  of  the  reunion  panel  “Living 
\Xell,  Aging  Well,”  sponsored  by  Project 
Continuum,  which  focuses  on  the  issues 
of  older  alumnae. 

The  panel  delivered  a message  of 
optimism,  and  featured  two  main 
speakers,  Devons,  a professor  of 
geriatrics  at  Alount  Sinai  and  director 
of  geriatrics  at  Phelps  Memorial 
Hospital,  and  Dr.  Ruth  Steinberg  ’72,  a 
gynecologist  and  a former  professor  at 
Yale  School  of  Aledicine. 


Devons  noted  that  she  sees  many 
patients  over  the  age  of  100,  and  that 
if  predictions  hold  true,  there  will  be 
600,000  centenarians  by  2040  in  the 
United  States  so  “we  are  doing  a pretty 
good  job  of  keeping  people  alive  longer.” 
A marathon  runner  and  a triathalete- 
in-training  at  50,  she  spoke  of  the 
benefits  of  exercise,  and  the  importance 
of  vaccinations  in  preventative  health. 
She  suggested,  for  example,  that  most 
patients  over  the  age  of  60  should 
receive  a shot  of  Zostavax,  a vaccination 
that  prevents  shingles. 

Patients  in  this  age  group  should 
also  be  sure  to  schedule  regular 
mammograms  and  colonoscopies  in 
order  to  detect  disease  while  it  is  still 
treatable,  said  Devons,  recommending 
that  patients  keep  a folder  with  all 
medical  records,  including  blood  tests 
and  mammogram  reports.  She  also 
suggested  finding  a trusted  physician 
who  can  become  familiar  with  all  of 
one’s  health  issues  to  avoid  what  she 
calls  “polypharmacy,”  or  taking  multiple 


pills  to  relieve  the  side  effects  of  other 
medications.  Devons  urged  patients 
of  any  age  to  name  a legal  health-care 
proxy  to  make  medical  decisions  in 
accord  with  one’s  wishes  in  the  event 
that  one  is  incapacitated. 

Steinberg  adopted  a no-nonsense  tone 
and  simple  message.  “None  of  us  is  going 
to  get  out  of  here  alive,  not  meaning 
this  room,  but  life,”  she  said,  her  words 
sending  nervous  titters  through  the 
crowd.  How  can  we  live  well  for  the 
longest  amount  of  time?  She  advised: 
“Avoid  the  fads.  Stay  active,  and  eat 
well.  It’s  important  to  be  able  to  run  for 
the  bus,  carry  packages,  and  stay  strong 
enough  so  you  can  climb  the  stairs.” 

Steinberg,  who  passed  out  a series  of 
calcium-rich  recipes  to  the  audience, 
follows  a back-to-the-basics  approach  to 
nutrition.  She  said,  “My  grandmother 
says  if  it  looks  pretty  on  the  plate,  it’s 
good  for  you.”  She  paused.  “I  think  food 
should  be  a pleasure.”  The  audience 
erupted  in  applause.  Steinberg’s  first 
nutrition  rule:  Eat  in  season.  “If  you’re 
eating  asparagus  in  December,  it 
contains  all  of  the  pesticides  used  in 
Chile,  and  tastes  wooden,”  she  said. 

Also  recommended:  “Cook 
with  yogurt.  Eat  yogurt.  Don’t 
get  your  calcium  from  pills.  Pills 
cause  constipation.  Then,  you’ll  get 
magnesium.  Again,  one  pill  being  given 
for  another  pill.  There’s  something 
wrong  with  a country  like  ours  in  which 
health-food  stores  sell  pills  and  no  food.” 

Steinberg  continued,  “Eggs  should 
come  from  the  farmer’s  market.  Fish 
should  come  from  the  sea.  Your  farm- 
raised  fish  are  being  fed  corn.  It’s  not 
healthy.”  And  vitamin  D supplements? 
Steinberg  considers  them  another  fad. 
She  said,  “Twenty  minutes  of  sunshine 
two  times  a week  should  be  adequate, 
even  during  the  winter.” 

The  gynecologist  then  turned  to  the 
audience.  “How  many  of  your  doctors 
have  asked  about  your  sexual  history?” 
she  asked.  Two  women  raised  their 
hands.  “We’re  write-offs  at  our  age,” 
Continued  on  Page  54 
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REUNION  2012 


by  Merri  Rosenberg 


MASTERING 
THE  INTERVIEW 


How  to  increase  your  chances  of 
getting  that  elusive  job  offer 


In  this  undeniably  tough  economy, 
where  there’s  a painful  mismatch 
between  the  number  of  job  openings 
and  the  applicants  qualified  to  apply 
for  them,  simply  getting  your  resume 
plucked  from  the  pile  and  being  offered 
an  interview  is  a great  start.  Now  what 
do  you  do  to  ensure  that  interview 
translates  into  an  actual  offer?  A reunion 
workshop,  “Mastering  the  Interview,” 
led  by  Victoria  Passarella,  a counselor  in 
the  Career  Development  office,  offered 
ideas  and  tips  to  help  alumnae. 

Since  women  interview  differently 
than  men,  they  need  to  learn  how 
to  tell  their  stories  in  a compelling, 
powerful  way  that  highlights  what 
they’ve  done  and  what  they  can 
contribute  to  a potential  employer. 
“Women  have  a harder  time  owning 
their  accomplishments,”  said  Passarella. 
“You  have  to  feel  you’re  empowered. 

No  one  will  hire  you  unless  you  feel 
like  you  should  be  there.”  Too  often, 
concerns  about  being  perceived  as 
“bragging”  interfere  with  their  ability  to 
unabashedly  explain  what  they’ve  done 
on  the  job  or  as  volunteers. 

To  pitch  yourself  successfully,  it’s 
important  to  control  body  language,  tone 
of  voice,  even  your  level  of  excitement, 
during  the  discussion.  An  employer 
wants  to  know  you  want  the  position. 
“They  want  to  see  your  drive  and 
motivation,  that  you’re  someone  who  will 
be  proactive  and  not  need  to  be  micro- 
managed,”  she  added. 

Passarella  urged  the  attendees — they 
ranged  from  recent  graduates  trying 
to  land  that  first  job  to  more  mature 
alumnae  seeking  a career  change — to 
think  of  the  interview  as  an  opportunity 


to  share  a story,  one  designed  to  J 

highlight  their  achievements,  skills,  and 
strengths.  The  interview  is  not  about  tyj 
repeating  what’s  shown  on  a resume. 

“We  don’t  speak  in  bullet  points,” 
she  said.  “Think  of  it  as  a story  for 
a stranger  to  follow.  Edit  through 
that  lens.  Would  a stranger  be  able  to 
understand  this?” 

It’s  not  enough  to  recapitulate  your 
resume  highlights.  You  have  to  sell 
yourself,  no  matter  how  uncomfortable 
you  may  be  at  seeing  yourself  as  a 
“product,”  explained  Passarella.  She 
recommended  that  candidates  prepare 
their  arguments  about  why  they  want  a 
particular  position,  as  well  as  how  their 
skills  benefit  the  prospective  employer. 
“Focus  on  the  skills  that  you’re  bringing 
to  the  table  that  another  person  doesn’t 
have,”  she  emphasized.  “This  is  great 
for  career-changers,  as  an  opportunity 
to  show  what  you  specifically  offer.” 

Interview  stress  may  lead  to  anxiety 
or  memory  lapses  that  can  sabotage  your 
efforts.  “Practice  out  loud,”  she  said. 


“by  yourself,  or  with  a friejnd  or  family 
member.  You  can  film  youjrself  using 
your  computer  camera,  and  jcan  play  it 
back  to  check  for  tone.”  a|  part  of  the 
Career  Development  services  offered 
to  alumnae,  she  added,  “You’re 
welcome  to  have  a conversation  with 
one  of  our  counselors.” 

Preparation  is  a key  element  for 
success.  “Make  a list  of  five  to  six 
things  that  you  want  to  bring  up  in  an 
interview,”  she  suggested.  “Be  sure  to 
answer  the  questions  [the  interviewer 
asks];  if  you’re  unsure  about  what’s 
being  asked,  ask  for  clarification  and 
take  your  time  [answering] . Rarely  is  an 
answer  too  long.” 

No  matter  how  experienced  the 
candidate  or  how  many  interviews 
the  applicant  has  undergone  during 
her  career,  Passarella  pointed  out  that 
interviews  are  different  in  this  age  of 
social  media.  The  expectation  is  that 
both  the  candidate  and  interviewer  will 
have  Googled  one  another  and  checked 
Cofitiuued  on  Page  54 
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SOURCES 

FUND-RAISER 


Photographs  by  Asiya  Khaki  and  Robert  DiScalfani 


Honored  at  the  dinner  were  this  year’s  recipients  of  the 
Frederick  A.P.  Barnard  Award — Patricia  Harrigan  Nadosy 
’68,  botanist,  former  foreign-exchange  options  trader,  and 
trustee  emerita;  and  Elizabeth  S.  Boylan,  a former  professor 
of  biology,  provost,  and  dean  of  the  faculty  emerita.  Nadosy 
accepted  her  award  from  Azita  Raji  ’83,  her  co-chair  on  the 
Athena  Center’s  Leadership  Council.  Former  Barnard  trustee 
Gedale  Horowitz,  husband  of  the  late  Barbara  Silver  Horowitz 
’55,  a dedicated  teacher  and  longtime  benefactor  of  Barnard, 
and  father  of  Ruth  Horowitz  ’83,  presented  the  award  to 
Professor  Boylan  with  whom  he  worked  closely  at  the  College. 

Barnard’s  first  annual  Gala  Nights  for  young  professionals 
followed  the  dinner.  A committee  led  by  chair  Carolyn  Bliss 


Dinner  and  Dancing 

Alumnae  and  friends  of  Barnard  College  gathered  at  New 
York’s  historic  Plaza  Hotel  for  the  Annual  Gala  2012,  which 
included  an  auction  to  benefit  financial  aid.  The  event  raised 
over  $2.4  million  for  scholarships. 
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Spencer  ’09  organized  an  event  that  included  dancing, 
dessert,  and  cocktails,  with  all  proceeds  going  to  financial  aid. 

As  President  Debora  Spar  emphasized  during  her  welcome 
i to  the  evening’s  guests,  “Scholarships  are  key  to  the  future 
i of  Barnard  and  the  lives  of  our  students — students  who  will 
I always  be  grateful  for  the  financial  aid  they  received,  and 
who.  I’m  sure,  will  ultimately  offer  their  own  support  to 
future  generations  of  deserving  Barnard  women.” 

I More  than  $30  million  of  scholarship  aid  was  offered  to 

II  Barnard  students  in  the  2011-12  school  year.  The  proceeds 
from  the  Annual  Gala  directly  underwrite  this  expense,  and 
help  Barnard  maintain  one  of  its  hallmarks — educating 
exceptional  women  regardless  of  their  financial  means. 


Photos  (read  from  left):  1 Carolyn  Ferrara  PI 2,  15  with  Jonathan  and  Sheryl  Layne 
P13  2 Azita  Raji  3 Cyndl  Stivers  78  and  Erica  Jong  ’63  4 Thomas  Spanos,  Caroline 
Spencer,  and  Barnard  board  chair  Jolyne  Caruso-FitzGerald  '81  5 Debora  Spar  6 
Scholarship  auctioneer  Taline  Aynillan  '03  7 Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77  and  Diana 
Toullatou  Vagelos  '55  8 Chip  White  and  Sibyl  R.  Golden  9 Cheryl  dicker  Milstein  '82 
P14,  Christine  Royer,  and  Toby  Milstein  '14  10  Ellen  Futter  '71  and  Binta  Niambi  Brown 
'95  11  Lois  Lempel  Weinroth  '63  12  Gedale  Horowitz  13  Patricia  Harrigan  Nadosy  and 
Elizabeth  Boylan  14  Tess  Gannaway  '12  15  Laura  Castillo  CC  '10,  Irene  Soto  '10,  and 
Sabina  Barbulea  '10  16  Ira  Rennert  P93,  95  17  Lisa  Phillips  Davis  '76  P07  18  Gala 
Nights-goers  (seated)  Jyoti  Menon  '01,  Ashley  Walker  Bush  '1 1,  Jaclyn  D'Aversa  '12, 
Binta  Brown,  Nina  Ahuja  '12,  and  Grace  Ferrara  '15;  (standing)  Raphaela  Sapire  '12, 
Gabrielle  Ferrara  '12,  Lara  Avsar  '1 1,  Jessica  Blank  '12,  and  Naomi  Cooper  '12 
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ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION  Photograph  by  Juliana  Sohn 

PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 


The  Ordinary  Connections  of 
Extraordinary  Women 

It  was  easy  to  get  swept  away  by  extraordinary  Barnard  events  this  year— President  Obama's 
Commencement  speech,  visits  by  Oprah  Winfrey  and  Gloria  Steinem,  the  Athena  Film  Festival, 
the  Women  Changing  India  global  symposium  in  Mumbai,  the  White  House  Economic  Forum, 
the  Women  in  Public  Service  Project  in  Washington,  D.C.  As  i reflected  on  this  amazing  year, 

I was  struck  by  something  else:  the  ordinary  connections,  the  simple  personal  interactions  I 
witnessed  as  I journeyed  through  my  first  year  as  president  of  the  Alumnae  Association. 

In  March,  I traveled  to  Women  Changing  India.  The  alumnae  on  the  trip  had  opportunities 
to  meet  and  interact  with  the  Barnard  students  chosen  to  conduct  leadership  workshops  with 
high  school  students  in  Mumbai.  This  led  to  an  unscheduled  and  unscripted  sharing  of  ideas 
and  thoughts  between  generations  of  women.  Upon  our  return,  Sara  Lederman  '12  reported  on 
the  experience  to  the  faculty  and  students.  She  stated  that  getting  to  know  the  alumnae  was 
one  of  the  best  things  that  had  happened.  These  simple  connections  left  such  an  impression. 

In  June,  Reunion  provided  many  opportunities  tor  me  to  meet  alumnae  of  all  years  and 
connect  with  classmates  as  we  celebrated  our  35th.  There  were  speeches  and  awards, 
thoughtful  panels,  and  sobering  messages.  But  the  moments  I will  not  forget  were  not  on  the 
agenda.  Meeting  alumnae  from  the  classes  of  '32  through  '47  for  a reception  at  the  Vagelos 
Alumnae  Center  was  a highlight  that  included  a talk  with  Carolyn  Silbermann  Koftler  '32.  At 
99  years  young,  she  came  to  Reunion  on  a MetroNorth  commuter  train  from  Connecticut. 
During  the  tea  tor  our  eldest  alumnae  (at  which  she  was  the  eldest),  she  held  my  hand  tightly 
as  I offered  her  a corsage,  and  was  so  excited  to  see  all  the  new  faces  and  spaces  on  campus. 

I was  touched  by  the  warm  stories  these  women  shared  about  a Barnard  campus  with  fewer 
buildings,  but  no  less  enthusiasm.  From  Millicent  McIntosh  to  the  Greek  Games,  Barnard 
history  was  brought  to  life. 

The  wonder  of  Reunion  is  not  always  reuniting  with  old  friends,  but  also  making  new  ones. 
Emily  Gould  '77  and  I had  never  met  at  Barnard,  but  over  those  tew  days  in  June,  we  became 
friends.  Along  with  many  of  my  classmates,  we  talked  about  reinventing  our  lives  at  mid-life. 
Over  a three-hour  breakfast  we  hoped  would  not  end,  my  classmates  and  I shared  croissants 
and  meaningful  conversation  with  a raw  honesty  that  allowed  us  to  explore  some  painful 
avenues.  Our  shared  Barnard  experience  was  all  we  needed  to  connect. 

From  Mumbai  to  Morningside  Heights,  if  was  an  extraordinary  year  for  me  as  president 
of  the  AABC,  but  it  wasn't  Oprah  or  Obama,  it  was  the  “ordinary"  that  made  it  so.  One  of  the 
stated  missions  of  the  AABC  is  to  further  connections  between  alumnae  of  all  generations. 
These  are  powerful  experiences  that  can  have  an  unexpected  impact  on  both  graduates  and 
students.  Join  us  this  year.  Attend  an  event,  join  a regional  club,  mentor  a student,  or  come  to 
Reunion.  Have  a conversation  with  someone  who  shares  your  Barnard  experience.  This  is  truly 
where  the  extraordinary  magic  is. 


All  my  best  wishes, 

Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  ’77 
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by  Celeste  Rivera  '04 


MARISSA  O’CONNOR  NICOSIA  ’07 

PhD  candidate  in  the  department  of 
English  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. . . 
Her  work  on  early  modern  drama  and 
poetry  engages  with  the  fields  of  book 
history  and  political  theory. ..Current 
research  focuses  on  print,  genre,  and 
politics  in  seventeenth-century  England 


HANNAH  ELMER  ’06 

PhD  candidate  in  Columbia's  history 
department... Specializes  in  the  cultural 
history  of  medieval  Europe... Developing 
projects  on  crime,  punishment,  and  the 
Dominican  Order,  and  conceptions  of 
regional  identity. ..Awarded  Fulbright 
Fellowship  to  study  Middle  High  German 
and  Old  Norse  in  Vienna,  Austria... 
Master’s  degree  in  early  modern  history 
from  Berlin’s  Free  University 


ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

FELLOWSHIP 


Fellowships  for 
Graduate  Study 

Each  year  the  AABC  Fellowship 
Committee  selects  outstanding  Barnard 
alumnae,  chosen  through  a rigorous 
application  and  interview  process,  to 
receive  fellowships  for  graduate  study. 
These  grants  are  generously  funded  by 
the  Edith  and  Frances  Mulhall  Achilles 
Memorial  Fund. 


SUZANNE  O’CONNELL  ’00 

PhD  candidate  in  horticultural  science 
at  North  Carolina  State  University  and  a 
recent  Fulbright  Fellow  to  Honduras... 
Research  focuses  on  indicators  of  nitrogen 
mineralization  from  cover  crops  in  organic 
farming  systems  (cover  crops  protect  and 
improve  the  soil  while  acting  as  a natural 
fertilizer)... Hopes  to  encourage  sustainable 
farming  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad  through  a 
combination  of  science  and  policy  work 


2012-2013  FELLOWSHIP  APPLICATION 

Applications  and  additional  information  for 
the  2012-2013  fellowships  are  available 
online  af  alum.barnard.edu/fellowship. 
Completed  applications  are  due  by  Nov.  30, 
2012.  Questions  can  be  directed  to 
Alumnae  Affairs  at  212.854.2005  or  e-mail 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard.edu. 


EVA  ROSEN  ’05 

Doctoral  candidate  in  sociology  and  social 
policy  at  Harvard  after  majoring  in  political 
science  and  French  and  Francophone 
studies  at  Barnard. ..Her  dissertation 
is  an  ethnographic  study  of  Baltimore 
neighborhoods  emerging  in  the  wake  of 
public-housing  demolition 


TARA  AISHA  WILLIS  ’09 

Graduated  summa  cum  laude.  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  Academic  Fellow  in  Spanish... 
Recipient  of  several  Barnard  poetry  awards... 
Choreographed  performance  piece  with  aid 
from  the  Centennial  Scholars  Program. ..Van 
Lier  Fellowship. ..Dancer  for  independent 
projects  around  NYC. ..Program  associate  at 
Movement  Research. ..Performance  studies 
master’s  program  at  Tisch  School  of  the  Arts, 
New  York  University 
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Namaste  from  the  Taj  Mahal 

After  attending  Barnard’s  Global  Symposium  in  Mumbai,  26  alumnae  and  their  guests,  ages 
spanning  six  decades,  bonded  on  an  adventure  through  the  Golden  Triangle  of  India,  including 
a trip  to  the  Taj  Mahal  in  Agra. 


In  the  photo;  Martha  Reeves  '62,  Angelisa  Alers  '01 , Mary  Tastet,  Joan  Sweet  Jankell  '58,  Sharon  Schrank  '95, 
Nancy  Cantelmo  '69,  Ann  Dachs  '81,  Lizabeth  Ann  Moody  '56,  Keith  Rice,  Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77,  Joann  Hyle, 
John  Hallacy,  Linda  Cohen,  Kathryn  Kolbert,  Irwin  Barnes,  Karen  Kidwell  '76,  Bob  & Farzana  Lukmanji  Walcott  '94, 
Karen  Kelly,  Rachel  Romesburg  '08,  Jenna  Walcott,  Gayle  Robinson  '75,  Susan  Clare  '72,  Nancy  Katz,  Sibel  Bessim 
'82,  and  Jacob  Walcott,  Photograph  courtesy  of  Mary  Ann  LoFrumento 


Honored  for  Service 

Alexis  Gelber  '74  (Columbia  Journalism  School  ’80)  and 
Rosa  V.  Alonso  '82  (Columbia  Business  School  ’94) 
received  medals  for  their  alumnae  service  at  Columbia 
University  Commencement  2012, 

Alexis  Gelber,  left,  has  been  involved  in  alumni  activities 
on  both  sides  of  Broadway.  At  Columbia  Journalism 
School,  she  served  as  chair  of  the  alumni  board  from 
2008  to  201 1 . Under  her  leadership  the  board  created 
and  introduced  the  Innovator  Award  to  recognize 
entrepreneurship  in  journalism  and  also  produced  a 
new  alumni  publication,  Columbia  Journalism  School. 

At  Barnard,  she  chaired  the  AABC  communications  committee  from  2002-2004  and  served 
on  the  AABC  board  of  directors.  She  has  moderated  panels  and  spoken  at  many  Barnard 
reunions  and  career-related  events.  A longtime  top  editor  at  Newsweek,  Gelber  supervised 
award-winning  coverage  of  politics,  social  issues,  and  international  news.  In  spring  2011  she 
was  a fellow  at  Harvard’s  Shorenstein  Center  on  the  Press,  Politics  and  Public  Policy.  She  is  an 
adjunct  professor  at  the  Arthur  L.  Carter  Journalism  Institute  at  NYU  and  the  editorial  director 
of  The  Human  Face  of  Big  Data,  a book  and  multimedia  project. 

An  active  student  leader,  Rosa  Alonso’s  leadership  has  continued  throughout  the  30  years 
since  she  graduated  from  Barnard.  She  has  served  as  class  president  and  as  a member 
of  the  Leadership  Council,  young  alumnae,  and  student  affairs  committees.  From  1999- 
2002,  she  served  as  AABC  president  and  an  alumnae  trustee;  she  was  a Barnard  trustee 
from  2003  to  201 1 . During  this  nine-year  term  she  impacted  many  essential  committees 
such  as  Barnard-Columbia,  student  services,  diversity,  educational  policy,  and  development. 
Alonso  has  also  participated  in  the  Columbia  faculty  athletics  committee  and  the  Columbia 
University  intercollegiate  athletics  committee.  A media  and  online  entrepreneur  and  expert  in 
multicultural  markets,  Alonso  is  the  chief  marketing  officer  of  Ameritas  College  Educational 
Services,  Ameritas  College  of  Brandman  University,  a higher  education  project  in  California. 


ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

The  Alumnae  Association  of  Barnard 
College  was  established  in  1895  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  College  and 
connect  alumnae  worldwide.  Learn  more 
online  at  alum.barnard.edu. 

PRESIDENT  & ALUMNAE  TRUSTEE 

Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

Terry  Newman  '79 

TREASURER 

Emily  Peterson  Alva  '96 

ALUMNAE  TRUSTEES 

Judith  Daynard  Boies  '59 
Myrna  Fishman  Fawcett  '70 
Jyoti  Menon  '01 

BYLAV/S  CHAIR 

Lois  Lempel  Weinroth  '63 

BARNARD  FUND  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Daphne  Fodor  Philipson  '69 

DIRECT0R-AT-LAR6E 

Barbi  Appelquist  '98 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/ALMA  MATERS  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Mew  Chiu  '95 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE/PROJECT  CONTINUUM 
COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Joan  Sweet  Jankell  '58 

FELLOWSHIP  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Kimberlee  Halligan  '75 

LEADERSHIP  ASSEMBLY  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Nicole  Lowen  Vianna  '81 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Myra  Kovey  '65 

PROFESSIONAL  AND  LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Maryam  Banikarim  '89 

REGIONAL  NETWORKS  CHAIR 

Carole  LoConte  Tedesco  '89 

REUNION  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Patricia  Tinto  '76 

YOUNG  ALUMNAE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Pamela  Wiznitzer  '07 

STUDENT  GOVERNMENT  ASSOCIATION 

Jung  Hee  Hyun  '13 

ALUMNAE  AFFAIRS 

The  Alumnae  Affairs  staff  work  closely 
with  students  and  alumnae  volunteers  to 
carry  out  program  initiatives  and  further 
the  mission  of  the  Alumnae  Association. 

DIRECTOR 

Erin  Fredrick  ’01 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 

Carly  Sorscher 

PROGRAM  MANAGERS 

Celeste  Rivera  '04 
Faith  Rusk  '10 
Susan  A.  Seigle  '67 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  DIRECTOR 

Kathleen  Christatos  '07 

DEPARTMENT  ASSISTANT 

Stephanie  Neel  '10 
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ALUMNAE  AFFAIRS 


CLASS  NOTES 


For  classes  without 
correspondents,  send  notes  to: 

Class  Notes  Editor 

Barnard  Magazine 

Vagelos  Alumnae  Center 

Barnard  College 

3009  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10027-6598 

cnotes@barnard.edu 


80th  Reunion  May  30-June  2,  2013 
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Marilyn  McTaggart  informed  the  College 
of  the  death  of  her  mother,  Myra  Grigg 
Diemer,  on  April  25,  at  the  age  of  100 
years  and  6 months.  Myra  graduated  with  a 
degree  in  English  and  economics,  received 
her  master’s  in  education  at  Adelphi 
University,  studied  music  at  Columbia,  and 
! took  courses  at  Drake  Business  School. 

1 After  studying  for  the  concert  stage  with 
|j  singer  and  composer  Kay  Foster,  she 
I enjoyed  singing  engagements,  participation 
in  radio  broadcasts,  and  membership  in  the 
Valley  Stream  Opera  Club. 

She  taught  in  the  public  elementary 
school  in  Elmont,  N.Y.,  for  17  years  and 
was  the  first  to  teach  Spanish  on  closed- 
circuit  television  to  the  school  district.  She 
also  worked  in  the  New  York  offices  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  edited  books 
for  the  Zondervan  publishing  company, 

I and  served  in  a ministerial  and  secretarial 
capacity  in  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Later, 

1 she  became  a law  secretary  with  Dunnington, 
I Bartholow,  & Miller  on  Wall  Street, 
i During  the  war  years,  Myra  was 
I active  in  Republican  politics  and  served 
as  president  of  the  Young  Women’s 


Republican  Club  of  New  York.  She  became 
campaign  chair  for  the  Women’s  National 
Republican  Club,  director  of  the  Evening 
Institute  of  Politics,  and  a delegate  to  the 
10th  Judiciary  Convention  of  New  York. 

Myra  retired  to  New  Smyrna  Beach, 

Fla.,  in  1972  with  her  husband,  Leslie 
G.  Diemer,  who  predeceased  her.  They 
traveled  extensively,  visiting  70  countries 
covering  six  continents.  An  officer  and 
board  member  of  the  Woman’s  Club  of 
New  Smyrna  Beach,  Myra  also  formed 
and  directed  the  club  chorus  for  six  years. 
She  was  named  the  club’s  Woman  of  the 
Year  and  received  the  Florida  Federation 
of  Woman’s  Clubs’  award  for  25  years  of 
dedicated  volunteer  service.  Myra  wrote 
and  directed  plays  and  programs  for  local 
organizations,  wrote  music  and  lyrics  for 
various  occasions,  and  enjoyed  soloing 
and  participating  in  church  and  community 
choruses.  She  was  a member  of  Coronado 
Community  United  Methodist  Church. 

Marilyn,  two  grandchildren,  and  two 
great-grandchildren  survive  her. 


75th  Reunion  May  30-June  2,  2013 
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Meg  Harding  sends  word  that  her  mother, 
Audrey  Snyder  Harding,  celebrated 
her  May  1 birthday  with  an  ice  cream  and 
cake  party  at  her  home  on  April  29.  We 
send  our  best  wishes  for  a happy  birthday 
year.  Perhaps  this  nice  message  will  stir  up 
some  more  good  news  from  our  class. 

Barbara  Lake  Dolgin 

150  West  End  Avenue,  Apt.  18D 

New  York,  NY  10023 

212.874.3234 

bldolgin@alum.barnard.edu 
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Winifred  Ruth  Hessinger,  89,  passed 
away  in  Los  Angeles  on  Feb.  3.  According 
to  her  obituary  from  the  Winifred  R. 
Hessinger  Trust,  after  graduating  college, 
Winifred  joined  the  Marine  Corps  Women’s 
Reserve  and  was  sent  to  an  air  station  in 
North  Carolina,  where  she  taught  pilots 
how  to  fly  blind.  During  World  War  II,  she 
was  stationed  in  Germany,  developing 
social  programs  for  enlisted  personnel. 
After  the  war,  Winifred  was  recruited  by 
the  national  leadership  of  the  YWCA  to 
help  run  USO  clubs  in  Virginia  and  Arizona, 
which  led  her  to  Los  Angeles,  where 
she  recruited,  organized,  and  supervised 
volunteers  for  USO  clubs,  including  travel 
itineraries  for  Bob  Hope’s  overseas  tours. 

In  1975,  she  became  the  chief  executive 
officer  for  the  Greater  Los  Angeles  YWCA 
and  remained  there  for  16  years,  until  her 
retirement  in  1991.  Her  support  of  the 
YWCA’s  World  Service  Council  work  in 
fostering  women’s  programs  throughout 
the  world  remained  a priority  in  her  life. 

She  joined  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Los  Angeles  in  1990  and  served  as 
board  chair. 
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Our  faithful  class  correspondent,  Virginia 
Rogers  Cushing,  suffered  the  loss  of 
her  beloved  partner,  Ben,  shortly  before 
reunion  and  was  unable  to  join  us.  These 
notes  are  offered  by  your  class  president, 
Doris  Bayer  Coster,  who  attended  the 
events  of  Friday,  June  1 . 

Helped  with  walkers  and  canes. 
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accompanied  by  a loving  son,  a daughter, 
an  aide,  and  true  grit,  thus  proving  that 
aging  is  not  for  sissies,  1 0 of  us  joined 
members  of  the  classes  of  '43  through 
'47  for  a special  morning  reception  with 
President  Spar  at  the  Vagelos  Alumnae 
Center.  It  was  a joyful  time  of  greeting 
and  much  picture-taking.  The  president 
gave  us  a summary  of  some  of  the  exciting 
recent  events  on  the  campus,  including  the 
choice  by  President  Obama  to  deliver  the 
Barnard  Commencement  Address.  There 
was  enthusiastic  response  to  the  news 
of  the  revival  of  Greek  Games.  This  was 
followed  by  the  president's  luncheon  in  the 
gym.  President  Spar  gave  a presentation 
about  plans  for  the  future,  the  need  for 
expansion,  and  particularly  the  urgent 
need  to  build  the  endowment,  noting  that 
Barnard  continues  to  have  the  lowest 
endowment  of  any  comparable  institutions. 

Those  present  for  these  events  were 
Mabel  Campbell,  Barbara  Heinzen 
Colby,  Glafyra  Fernandez  Ennis, 

Mabel  Schubert  Foust.  Flora  Bridges 
Harper,  Helen  Cornell  Koenig,  Marian 
Heineman  Rose,  Amy  Zasuly  Selwyn, 
and  Joan  Brown  Wettingfeld.  Those 
attending  received  a booklet  collecting 
news  items  and  reminiscences  sent  in 
by  many  of  you.  Those  who  didn't  attend 
will  receive  a copy  in  the  mail.  I want  to 
thank  all  who  took  the  time  to  participate. 
Also,  thanks  to  Juliette  Kenney  Fager, 
who  helped  out  as  fund  chair  even 
though  she  knew  she  wouldn't  be  able  to 
attend  Reunion,  and  to  Susan  Seigle  '67 
in  Alumnae  Affairs  who  cheerfully  and 
efficiently  supported  our  planning  efforts. 

It  has  been  an  honor  to  serve  as  your 
class  president.  The  office  is  available  to 
whomever  feels  ready  to  takes  us  toward 
our  75th! 

Virginia  Rogers  Cushing 
3124  Gracefield  Road,  Apt.  KC421 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20904-5820 
301.847.0351 
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As  Carol  Hawkes'  recent  letter  stated, 
our  70th  reunion  will  be  in  2013.  Our 
lives  have  taken  us  in  many  directions. 
Some  of  us  who  have  moved  into  senior- 


housing communities  are  reminded  of  the 
camaraderie  of  a college  campus  as  we 
stroll  along  the  well-manicured  grounds  we 
no  longer  tend. 

A note  from  Verna  Tamborelle 
Beaver  reminded  me  that  our  Class  of  '43 
Scholarship  Fund  still  has  a ways  to  go. 
Having  reached  $88,279  as  of  this  writing, 
we  have  to  raise  a little  over  $11 ,000  more 
to  present  the  scholarship  at  Reunion. 
Won't  you  catch  Verna's  enthusiasm 
and  make  a donation,  however  small, 
designating  your  gift  to  Barnard  for  the 
Class  of  '43  Scholarship  Fund? 

A letter  from  Norma  Shpetner  Levin 
in  the  Virgin  Islands  speaks  of  the  time 
spent  there  as  a math  teacher.  After 
leaving  the  public  school  system,  she 
became  a senior  analyst  in  the  office 
of  the  budget  in  the  government  of  the 
Virgin  Islands,  as  well  as  a labor  arbitrator 
and  briefly,  a features  writer  for  a local 
magazine.  She  regretted  that  she  can  only 
travel  locally,  and  so  won’t  be  at  Reunion. 

The  obituary  I received  from  Alumnae 
Affairs  regarding  the  passing  of  Frances 
Donnellon  Updike  extolled  her  work  in 
the  Lake  Wales  community  while  she  was 
helping  to  run  the  orange  groves  owned  by 
her  husband’s  family.  This  was  a change 
from  her  work  as  an  engineer  on  the  DC-3 
airplane  during  WWII.  At  an  earlier  reunion, 
she  held  our  attention  by  explaining  the 
way  a deep  freeze  might  completely 
change  the  treatment  of  an  orange  crop, 
now  only  good  for  quick  processing  into 
juice.  Her  good  humor  and  thoughtfulness 
gave  pleasure  to  all.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  to  her  extended  family,  as  well 
as  the  families  of  Ruth  Willey  Swanson 
and  Patricia  Galloway  Woodward, 
whose  passing  was  reported  earlier. 

Elfriede  Thiele  Kelso 

101  Brooksby  Village  Drive,  Unit  406 

Reabody,  MA  01960 

978.854.5965 

etkelso@aol.conn 
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When  we  graduated  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
our  class  was  filled  with  trailblazers  who 
entered  professional  graduate  schools  in 
law,  medicine,  and  finance.  Barnard  had  in 
the  past  sent  a few  women  on  this  path. 


but  this  was  a time  when  women  really 
began  to  knock  on  the  doors  of  these 
graduate  schools  and  were  accepted. 

K.  Aurelia  (Ray)  Raciti  Pouder  went 
on  to  medical  school  and  made  huge 
contributions  in  her  community  to  private 
and  public  health.  At  the  time,  Ray  and  all 
those  who  chose  her  path  had  to  make  a 
commitment  to  their  medical  school  that 
they  would  continue  to  practice  medicine 
regardless  of  marriage  and  children.  An 
incomplete  list  of  classmates  who  entered 
medicine  in  addition  to  Ray  includes 
Hendrika  Bestebreurtje  Cantwell, 
Katharine  Carson,  Margaret  Woolfolk 
LaTourette,  Elbis  Allalemdjian 
Shoales,  and  the  late  Harriet  Hanley 
and  Margaret  Milliken. 

Ray  was  a zoology  major,  and  she 
credits  the  quality  of  her  undergraduate 
instruction  with  Dr.  Grace  Forbes  as  the 
basis  for  her  medical  art.  She  graduated 
from  NYU's  medical  school,  doing 
internships  and  residencies  at  Bellevue, 
Brooklyn  Medical,  and  St.  Luke's  hospitals. 
Her  40-year  career  in  medicine  began 
in  New  Rochelle  when  she  took  over  the 
practice  of  a retiring  physician.  After  a 
stint  as  school  physician,  she  became  the 
commissioner  of  health  for  the  City  of  New 
Rochelle,  continuing  hands-on  patient  care 
in  clinics.  Ray  then  rose  to  be  director  of 
child  health  for  Westchester  County. 

She  held  this  position,  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1981,  when  a serious  measles 
outbreak  occurred  among  Westchester 
children.  Ray  organized  special 
immunization  clinics  countywide  where 
children  were  inoculated  before  returning 
to  school  following  the  winter  break.  The 
New  York  State  Department  of  Health  and 
the  federal  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
assisted  in  enforcing  the  regime  they 
developed  with  her  to  effectively  stop  the 
further  spread  of  the  epidemic.  Later,  this 
became  the  general  policy  of  the  CDC. 

She  also  was  a leader  in  curbing 
childhood  lead  poisoning,  issuing  warnings 
to  the  public  to  protect  children  from  lead 
products  such  as  gasoline  and  household 
paint.  Her  health  department  received  a 
major  grant  from  the  federal  government 
to  improve  screening  of  children  for  lead 
poisoning  through  blood  tests.  Ray  retired 
from  this  post  in  1993. 

She  married  and  raised  three  sons  with 
her  husband,  George  Pouder,  whose  family 
settled  in  Maryland  in  1730.  The  Pouders 
live  in  a historic  house  in  Bedford,  built  in 
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1779  during  the  Revolution.  Their  common 
interest  in  history  has  advanced  their  work 
as  a couple  in  historical  organizations  such 
as  the  History  Hounds  and  in  documenting 
local  history.  Ray  is  skilled  in  producing 
cloth  from  an  antique  spinning  wheel 
and  has  done  projects  to  show  the  whole 
process  from  shearing  the  sheep,  spinning 
their  wool,  making  it  into  a thread,  dyeing 
it  with  vegetables  into  Colonial  colors,  and 
then  knitting  or  weaving  it  into  a garment. 

Her  prescription  is  to  stay  active 
intellectually  and  physically.  Ray  works  out 
in  an  indoor  pool  three  times  a week.  While 
driving  the  15  miles  back  and  forth,  she 
listens  to  books  on  tape.  She  also  sings  in 
her  church  choir  and  is  active  in  the  fiber- 
arts  club.  In  addition,  she  feels  that  her  life 
has  been  enriched  by  the  mutual  love  she 
has  for  her  four  granddaughters,  who  give 
theirs  back  to  her. 

As  we  were  submitting  this  column, 
we  learned  of  the  death  of  Ruth  Mann 
Stoecker,  a former  newspaper  reporter 
who  was  born  with  printer’s  ink  in  her 
blood  (her  father,  Arthur  Mann,  was  a 
noteworthy  sportswriter  in  the  New  York 
area).  Upon  graduating,  she  pursued  her 
newspaper  career  and  married  a UPl 
photojournalist,  Leo  J.  Stoecker,  who 
survives,  as  do  several  children. 

Annette  Auld  Kaicher 

5 Seymour  Place 

White  Plains,  NY  10605-3519 

914.948.6024 

amki 945@verizon.net 
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Lillian  Oswald  Layton,  class  fund  chair, 
shares  news  and  reports:  “You  were 
; missed  at  our  mini-reunion  luncheon, 

’ held  April  17  at  Barnard.  Our  visitor  was 
Dorothy  Urman  Denburg  '70,  former  dean 
; of  the  college  and  now  vice  president 
’ of  college  relations,  who  is  the  modern 
Barnard  face.  She  updated  us  on  Barnard 
and  the  future.  We  were  fortunate  to 
, have  her.”  On  a personal  note,  Lillian  lost 
' her  spouse  early  in  2011.  He  said  their 
. marriage  was  a honeymoon;  so  does  she. 

Her  son,  David,  has  four  children  and  lives 
; nearby  to  help  her  when  needed. 

Ellen  (Pucky)  Violett  says,  “A  great 
day  for  1946  in  2012.  We  recognized 


more  faces  than  names  on  our  name  tags. 
And  thanks  to  Dorothy  Denburg,  we  now 
recognize  what's  afoot  in  the  brave  new 
world  of  The  Diana  Center,  as  well  as 
Miibank,  the  brave  old  lady  we  remember 
from  World  War  II.” 

Helen  Doherty  Clark  has  lived 
in  New  Jersey  for  63  years  and  has 
traveled  all  over  Europe,  the  Caribbean, 
and  Hawaii.  She  has  four  daughters  and 
one  son,  11  grandchildren,  and  eight 
great-grandchildren.  She  sees  Margaret 
Clamens  Turner  each  summer  when  she 
visits  her  daughter  on  Cape  Cod. 

Emily  O’Connor  Pernice  lives  near 
Asbury  Park,  N.J.,  in  a retirement  facility. 
She  was  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  for  30  years 
and  in  Portland,  Ore.,  for  10  years.  Sadly, 
her  husband,  Paul,  died  in  November  201 1. 
Prior  to  his  death,  they  traveled  to  Europe 
with  Tauck  Tours. 

Mary  Brown  Potter  reports,  “I  have 
lived  in  Ridgewood,  N.J.,  for  60  years  in 
the  same  house.  In  August  2011,  I toured 
Spain  and  Portugal  with  my  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  and  a local  retirement  group; 
and  I managed  to  keep  up.  I chair  a ladies' 
bowling  group  in  the  winter  and  sometimes 
golf  in  the  summer.” 

Jane  Weldlund  now  lives  in  a two- 
bedroom  apartment  in  the  Osborne 
Home  in  Rye,  N.Y.  She  worked  for  the 
United  Nations  for  38  years  and  is  now 
an  honorary  member  of  the  governing 
association  of  the  former  international 
society.  Jane's  writing  a memoir  of  her  life. 

Cynthia  Kosmas  Matthews  writes,  “I 
continue  to  live  at  our  winterized  summer 
cottage  in  Waterford,  Conn.,  with  my  twin 
sister.  We  live  on  the  beautiful  Niantic 
River.  My  daughter,  Denise,  is  a professor 
at  CT  Eastern  University  and  teaches  in 
the  communications  department.  We  look 
forward  to  her  frequent  visits  with  her 
husband,  Bill  Black.” 

Gloria  Siff  Levien  reports,  “It  was  a 
great  meeting.  I hope  we  can  get  together 
next  year,  i use  Barnard  experiences  in  a 
group  where  we  write  a page  or  two  when 
we  meet  each  week.  On  a few  occasions, 
there  are  Barnard  girls  there— much 
younger.” 

Class  President  Mary  Louise  Stewart 
Reid  has  19  grandchildren,  and  still  finds 
time  to  support  our  class  and  Barnard. 

Louise  (Petey)  Du  Bois  Perkins  also 
joined  us  for  the  luncheon. 

Anna  Modigliani  Lynch  writes,  “After 
40  years  of  teaching  Romance  languages 


and  literature  at  Hunter  College,  Simmons 
College,  Wellesley  College,  and  Trinity 
University  of  Washington,  D.C.,  my 
husband  and  I both  retired  from  teaching 
and  moved  to  Alexandria,  Va.  After  his 
death  four  years  ago,  I became  active 
as  a volunteer  in  the  urban  community 
archaeology  program  for  the  City  of 
Alexandria.  My  digging  days  are  now  over, 
but  I am  still  teaching,  doing  lab  work 
at  the  museum,  and  publishing  archival 
research.  My  great  joys  are  visits  from  my 
grandsons,  one  now  an  oceanographic 
coastal  engineer  working  in  Miami,  and 
the  other  a political  science  major  at 
Greensboro  College  in  North  Carolina." 

We  regret  to  report  that  Karen  McGrath 
informed  us  of  the  death  of  her  mother, 
Barbara  (Bobbie)  Cummins  Arendt, 
on  April  2,  in  Sarasota,  Fla.  During  her 
senior  year  at  Barnard,  Bobbie  took  a 
leave  of  absence  to  support  the  war  effort, 
working  at  Sperry  Gyroscope.  When  she 
returned  to  finish  her  degree,  she  met 
and  married  Army  Captain  Morton  Arendt, 
who  was  studying  at  Columbia  after  a 
serving  in  the  European  Theater  of  WW 
II.  The  couple  raised  three  children  while 
moving  to  various  Army  posts  throughout 
the  country  and  across  the  world.  After 
her  husband's  death  in  1974,  Bobbie, 
who  had  taught  social  studies  and  other 
subjects  at  a number  of  Army  bases, 
continued  to  teach  in  Fairfax,  Va.  After 
stints  in  Asia  and  Europe,  Bobbie  moved 
to  Florida  where  she  dedicated  herself 
to  local  environmental  causes.  She  is 
survived  by  her  children,  a son-in-law,  a 
daughter-in-law,  six  grandchildren,  and  two 
great-grandchildren. 

Sadly,  Ruth  Farrell  Ways  informed  the 
College  of  the  passing  her  sister,  Margaret 
(Margie)  Farrell  Kruse  '51,  on  Jan.  28.  Her 
full  obituary  appears  in  her  class  column. 
We  offer  our  sincere  condolences  to  Ruth. 
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Gloria  Kreisch  Reynolds  writes  from 
California  that  her  granddaughter  had 
a baby,  which  made  Gloria  a great- 
grandmother for  the  first  time.  She 
volunteers  two  days  a week  in  a local 
elementary  school  and  is  involved  in 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  the 
American  Association  of  University 
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Women.  She  has  three  children. 

Nan  Austin  Doggett  writes  from 
Maryland  that  she  and  her  husband  have 
moved  to  a retirement  home,  which  they 
enjoy.  Their  daughter  works  at  the  U.N.  in 
New  York,  and  their  son  is  an  architect. 

I'm  very  pleased  to  tell  you  about  Leila 
Fletcher  '15,  the  2011-12  Class  of  1947 
Memorial  Scholarship  recipient.  She's  a 
first-year  from  Fairfield,  Conn.  Leila  is  an 
outstanding  student  who  is  considering 
a major  in  visual  arts  or  biology.  She  was 
in  a number  of  honor  societies  in  her 
high  school  and  won  many  awards  for  her 
artwork.  Leila  organized  fund-raisers  and 
plans  to  continue  doing  community  service 
while  at  Barnard. 

Nicoline  Hansen  Smith,  who  lives  in 
Randolph,  N.J.,  has  five  children  and  six 
grandchildren.  She  majored  in  zoology  at 
Barnard  and  worked  for  a pharmaceutical 
company,  where  she  met  her  husband. 

Aileen  Fong  Shane,  who  lives  in 
Sparta,  N.J.,  also  worked  in  the  scientific 
field.  She  studied  mechanical  engineering, 
and  worked  on  the  space  system  for  over 
30  years.  She  has  one  daughter  who  is  a 
librarian. 

Ann  Turkel  still  practices  medicine  as 
a psychiatrist  and  a psychoanalyst. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Mary 
Louise  Hannigan  passed  away  on  Nov. 

11,  2011.  She  lived  in  Henderson,  N.C. 

We  send  condolences  to  her  family  and 
to  the  family  of  Jacqueline  Shumaker 
Reinhardt,  whose  daughter  sent  a letter 
about  her  mother's  death  in  April  2009. 
Jacqueline  lived  in  Thomaston,  Maine,  and 
taught  language  arts  in  a high  school. 

Marguerite  Harris 
69-08  Bell  Boulevard 
Oakland  Gardens 
Bayside,  NY  11364 
718.428.4860 
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Please  plan  to  attend  our  65th  reunion 
next  year.  Help  us  set  yet  another 
attendance  record.  We  need  and  want 
your  input,  so  tell  us  your  suggestions 
for  special  activities.  We'll  have  a warm- 
up preview  at  our  fall  mini-reunion,  to  be 
held  in  New  York.  Watch  your  mailbox  for 
a letter  from  our  class  president,  Nora 


Robell,  detailing  the  time  and  place. 

Help  us  stay  connected  by  telling  us 
about  any  moves  and  new  addresses 
and  phone  numbers.  As  in  past  reunion 
years,  we're  planning  to  phone  each  and 
every  classmate  to  promote  our  event  and 
encourage  them  to  attend.  We  are  seeking 
networking  volunteers.  You  have  a choice: 
phone  calls,  personal  letters,  or  personal 
e-mails.  I await  your  responses. 

Meanwhile,  we  have  a few  updates: 
Hope  Howieson  Grunt  and  her  husband 
live  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  she  puts 
in  many  volunteer  hours  at  a children’s 
hospital.  Two  of  their  four  children  live 
nearby;  the  others  live  in  St.  Louis  and  in 
Maine.  They  have  10  grandchildren.  Before 
retiring,  Hope  put  her  Barnard  biology 
major  to  good  use  doing  research  at  a 
medical  research  lab. 

Lawrie  Trevor  Nomer  finally  saw  the 
Grand  Canyon  for  the  first  time.  Touring 
with  her  daughter  Louise,  she  also  visited 
Sedona.  Both  of  Lawrie's  grandkids, 
children  of  her  daughter  Emily,  are  in 
college.  Full  disclosure:  the  Grand  Canyon 
is  absolutely  our  favorite  spot  in  the  U.S.  If 
you've  never  been  there,  go  nowl 
Katherine  (Anne)  Battley  Phipps 
is  preparing  to  sell  her  farm  and  lodge 
house  in  rural  Indiana  and  move  to  a 
retirement  community  in  Indianapolis.  Talk 
about  downsizing:  Let's  see,  there  are 
generations  of  family  heirlooms;  the  books 
and  more  books;  the  stuff  in  the  barn. 
Anybody  who  has  experienced  this  trauma 
will  empathize.  This  could  be  the  biggest 
yard  sale  along  U.S.  Highway  40. 

Ruth  Trencher  Rosenbaum  and  her 
husband  are  enjoying  retirement  in  south 
Florida,  keeping  busy,  and  improving  their 
bridge  game.  Each  year  they  take  a trip 
with  their  two  daughters  and  sons-in-law. 
This  year,  they've  chosen  to  join  the  throng 
on  the  5,700-passenger  Allure  of  the  Seas, 
cruising  the  Caribbean.  It’s  hard  to  imagine 
how  this  could  surpass  their  three-week 
sailing  fo  Argentina  and  Antarctic  waters 
when  they  found  themselves  with  NO 
luggage.  Passports  in  hand,  their  credit 
card  purchased  necessities  along  the  way. 
Don't  we  all  travel  with  too  much  stuff? 
Ruth  chuckled  as  she  recalled  being 
challenged  by  the  maftre  d’  when  she 
dared  to  wear  jeans  to  the  formal-night 
dinner.  A smile  and  a royal  wave,  and  he  let 
her  pass.  Isn’t  that  what  a Barnard  woman 
would  do?  Speaking  of  mini-reunions, 

Ruth  recently  met  up  with  her  Barnard 


roommate  Marilyn  Mittelman  Check  '47, 
who  was  named  a Hadassah  honoree. 

It  had  been  years.  They  were  both  sorry 
not  to  have  Hannah  Rosenbloom 
Wasserman,  also  a roommate,  join  them. 
Hannah  and  her  husband  have  retired  to 
Montpelier,  Vt. 

We  had  a note  from  Ann  H.  Boyce, 
daughter  of  Jean  Wentworth  Boyce- 
Smith,  who  died  in  2009.  Ann  served  as 
editor  for  a book  her  mother  had  written, 
which  was  based  on  her  experiences 
as  an  English  teacher  in  Kabul  around 
1950.  Jean  and  her  husband,  Walter 
Boyce  (CC  ’46),  had  accepted  a two-year 
teaching  assignment  invitation  from  the 
Royal  Afghan  government.  The  title.  My 
Afghanistan:  Before  the  Taliban,  is  available 
for  sale  online.  As  Ann  wrote:  “This  is 
clearly  another  instance  of  a strong, 
intelligent  Barnard  woman  setting  off  fo 
make  her  mark  in  the  world.” 

Sadly,  we  have  just  learned  of  the  death 
of  Helga  Dreves  Lightner  on  Aug.  30, 
201 1 . She  had  lived  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 
Before  retiring,  she  had  been  an  escrow 
manager  for  real  estate,  employed  by  a 
bank  in  Santa  Barbara.  Our  condolences 
to  her  family  and  friends. 

Frances  Jeffery  Abramowitz 
43  Berkshire  Place,  Apt.  2 
Hackensack,  NJ  07601 
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Isabel  (Belle)  Lincoln  Elmer  spent 
several  weeks  in  South  Africa  last  fall 
with  the  Spirit  of  America  band,  which 
performed  in  Durban  and  Johannesburg. 
Each  band  member  gave  one  of  their 
“telebegged"  instruments  fo  AIDS  orphans. 
They  visited  game  parks  and  saw  the  wild 
animals  in  their  natural  habitat.  Belie  has 
been  fund-raising  for  the  band  for  the 
past  couple  of  years.  After  South  Africa, 
Belle  went  to  Florence,  Italy,  to  visit  a 
new  church  built  by  the  Community  of 
Jesus  and  participate  in  a symposium. 
Unfortunately,  when  she  returned  to 
Massachusetts,  all  the  activity  took  its 
toll  and  she  suffered  a stroke.  Belle  is 
now  recovering  and  hopes  to  resume  her 
normal  activities. 

Janet  Cherry  Spielman  writes  from 
Tempe,  Ariz.,  that  she  has  returned  from  a 
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Road  Scholar  tour  called  “Italy:  Beyond  the 
View:  the  Amalfi  Coast  and  Sorrento.”  She 
visited  the  sites  of  Pompeii,  Herculaneum, 
and  Paestum. 

I don’t  usually  write  about  myself  when 
it's  my  turn  to  write  the  column,  but  I 
thought  you'd  be  interested  in  an  event  I 
attended,  at  which  the  speaker  was  Lisa 
Sanders,  MD,  who  writes  the  Diagnosis 
column  for  the  New  York  Times  Magazine. 
Sanders,  a technical  adviser  for  the  TV 
program  House,  spoke  on  the  topic  of  her 
book  Every  Patient  Tells  a Story:  Medical 
Mysteries  and  the  Art  of  Diagnosis;  more 
than  75  percent  of  the  data  used  to 
arrive  at  a disease  diagnosis  comes  from 
j what  the  patient  tells  the  doctor.  I was 
one  of  the  three  founding  members  who 
attended  the  event,  the  40th  anniversary 
i of  the  Health  Sciences  Association  of 
[ New  Jersey.  Two  are  still  working  medical 
I librarians.  I had  written  the  15-year  history 
I of  the  organization.  —RSG 
i 

Rosary  Scacciaferro  Gilheany 
\ 520  Forest  Glen 

Pompton  Plains,  NJ  07444 
tjgilheany@hotmail.  com 

Yvette  Delabarre  DePelice 
311  Main  Street 

Ridgefield  Park,  NJ  07660-1535 

201.641.0668 

yd311@aol.com 
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Marilyn  Winter  Bottjer,  Carolyn  Ogden 
Brotherton,  Jean  Scheller  Cain,  Miriam 
Goldman  Cedarbaum,  Virginia  Potter 
Held,  Mary  Louise  Luginbuhl  Kearns, 
Marjorie  Lange,  Irma  Socci  Moore, 
Cecile  Singer,  and  Myra  Koh  Sobel 
met  for  a mini-reunion  luncheon  at  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  on  March  15. 
Luckily  for  me,  as  a new  co-correspondent, 
this  get-together  produced  some  news  from 
classmates  who  did  not  attend  the  event. 

Susan  Bullard  Carpenter  and  her 
husband,  John,  sold  their  home  on  the 
Cape.  Their  new  residence  is  a complex 
with  1,200  residents  in  900  apartments. 
She  writes,  “Everyone  is  friendly  and 
interesting~a  fun  place  to  live.” 

Ursula  S.  Liebrecht  Colby  says, 

“After  21  happy  years  in  my  little  house  in 


South  Chatham  on  Cape  Cod,  I’ve  retired 
to  Kendal-on-Hudson,  a senior  residence. 
It’s  a pleasant  place  with  a view  of  the 
mighty  river  and  many  amenities.  Even 
so,  the  loss  of  independence  in  so-called 
independent  living  is  quite  difficult.” 

Ann  Haft  Kreizel  paints  in  oils  every 
Friday  in  a portrait  class  in  Manhattan. 

“I’ve  attended  for  years  and  love  it,”  she 
says.  Two  of  her  portraits  have  been 
in  student  shows.  She  also  paints  and 
studies  at  the  Pastel  Society  of  America. 
Ann  attended  her  granddaughter’s 
wedding,  a multigenerational  celebration 
with  her  family,  last  November  in  San 
Miguel  de  Allende,  Mexico. 

Martha  Greene  Lewis  has  also 
moved,  from  Devon  to  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

“This  year,”  she  writes,  “will  see  me 
down  to  the  last  of  eight  grandchildren 
still  in  college." 

Elizabeth  Bean  Miller  and  her 

husband,  Dick,  have  created  a delightful 
social  life  in  retirement.  Still  living  in  their 
Kennewick,  Wash.,  home,  they  take  a 
morning  stroll  to  a cafe,  where  they  join 
old  friends  and  a few  new  ones  for  a 
doughnut  (one  for  the  two  of  them),  coffee, 
and  conversation.  Elizabeth,  who  has  been 
knitting  for  years,  inherited  her  mother-in-law’s 
yarns.  She  knits  while  visiting  the  coffee 
shop.  On  the  phone,  we  recalled  our  shared 
trip  to  the  Kennewick  area  in  the  early  ’50s. 

I was  driving  there  to  visit  my  husband  Ed’s 
parents  with  my  two  small  children.  Elizabeth 
was  visiting  her  parents’  old  friends,  who 
became  her  in-laws  the  next  year. 

And  I,  Mary  Carroll  Nelson,  live  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  Ed  and  I spent  the 
first  two  decades  of  our  marriage  moving 
about  on  his  army  assignments.  Since 
1971,  we  have  lived  in  the  same  house  and 
put  down  deep  roots  in  this  city.  After  23 
years  teaching  first  grade  and  art,  i retired 
and  committed  seriously  to  both  art  and 
writing.  I still  make  art,  often  with  stippled 
ink  on  Plexiglas,  and  I write  occasional 
essays  to  post  on  my  Web  site. 

Finally,  Margaret  MacKinnon 
Beaven  sends  the  sad  news  that  Carol 
Haff  Wright  Hall  passed  away  on  March 
10,  in  Kentville,  Nova  Scotia.  We  send  our 
sympathy  to  her  family.  —MCN 

Mary  Carroll  Nelson 
1408  Georgia  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87110 
mcn50@comcast.net 


Jean  Zeiger  Cunningham 
6685  Aitken  Drive 
Oakland,  CA  94611-1555 
jeanwjc@att.net 
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We  learned  from  Bill  Fleming  of  the  death 
of  his  mother,  Joan  Hibbard  Fleming, 

on  April  4.  After  graduation,  Joan  moved 
to  Houston  and  began  her  long  and 
productive  association  with  Houston’s 
cultural  arts  as  one  of  its  greatest  patrons. 
Along  the  way,  she  also  earned  a master’s 
degree  from  the  University  of  Texas 
School  of  Public  Health  in  1975  and 
eventually  worked  as  a court-appointed 
special  children’s  advocate  for  the  juvenile 
court  system.  Hers  was  a generous  life, 
well  lived. 

Anne  Atheling  met  with  Bernice 
(Bunny)  Liberman  Auslander  in  Paris. 
They  both  live  in  the  Boston  area  and 
belong  to  a French  conversation  group,  so 
when  they  realized  they  would  be  in  Paris 
at  the  same  time,  Bernice  invited  Anne 
to  spend  a few  delightful  days  with  her 
and  her  daughter,  who  has  a home  on  the 
Normandy  coast. 

Ruth  Norbury  Fitting  is  packing  up  to 
move  to  Carolina  Meadows  in  Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

Sadly,  Ruth  Farrell  Ways  '46  informed 
the  College  of  the  passing  her  sister, 
Margaret  (Margie)  Farrell  Kruse,  on 
Jan.  28.  Margie  majored  in  history  at 
Barnard,  at  which  time  she  met  her  future 
husband  of  60  years,  Theodore  Kruse, 
who  was  an  honor  graduate  from  Columbia 
and  an  officer  in  the  Marine  Corps.  At 
the  end  of  the  Korean  War,  he  returned 
to  Columbia  to  pursue  advanced  degrees 
in  physics.  After  receiving  his  PhD,  he 
was  invited  to  join  the  faculty  at  Rutgers 
and  served  for  many  years  as  professor 
of  physics.  Margie  maintained  a lifelong 
interest  in  history,  art,  and  current  events. 
She  served  on  the  boards  of  numerous 
civic  and  volunteer  organizations,  including 
the  Piscataway  Town  Council,  the  League 
of  Women  'Voters,  and  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Adjustment.  After  moving  to  the  Edgewood 
Retirement  Community  in  North  Andover, 
she  wrote  articles  for  the  Edgewood  News 
and  served  on  the  resident  council.  In 
addition  to  Ruth,  she  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  their  four  children  and  their 
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spouses,  six  grandchildren,  and  numerous 
nieces  and  nephews. 

Joan  Henderson  McCain 
38  Livingston  Street 
Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522 
joanhmccain@aol.com 
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Our  60th  reunion  was  wonderful.  Get 
out  the  Spring  2012  issue  of  Barnard 
Magazine  for  a list  of  the  people  who  did 
such  an  excellent  job  of  organizing  our 
four  days!  Thirty-seven  members  of  our 
class  registered  for  Reunion;  the  actual 
number  who  attended  will  be  reported 
next  time.  Some  classmates  sighted 
by  your  correspondent  include  Nada 
Davies  Barry,  Elizabeth  (Bettina) 

Blake,  Harriet  Newman  Cohen, 

Joan  Semerik  Goldman,  Ruth  Levy 
Gottesman,  Beatrice  Nissen  Greene, 
Michela  Mitchell  Halpern,  Jeannette 
Hovsepian,  Nancy  Isaacs  Klein, 

Carol  Connors  Krikun,  Marilyn  Silver 
Lieberman,  Claire  Delage  Metz,  Ruth 
Ryskind  Ohman,  Inez  Schapiro  Reiser, 
Marilyn  Rich  Rosenblatt,  Atholie 
Kerner  Rosett,  Manya  (Marie)  Kopman 
Salwen,  Elizabeth  Bache  Shwal,  and 
Bettina  Lomont  Winter.  My  apologies  to 
those  I missed.  Send  me  an  e-mail  and  I’ll 
note  you  in  the  fall  issue.  Staff  members 
at  various  events  included  Celeste  Rivera 
’04  from  Alumnae  Affairs  and  Kate  Desulis 
from  The  Barnard  Fund. 

Dorothea  Ragette  Blaine  and 
Nancy  Stone  Hayward  were  the  only  ’52 
members  who  stayed  in  Sulzberger  dorm 
and  took  a taxi  down  to  Harriet  Cohen's 
impressive  law  offices  high  above  Times 
Square  where  many  classmates  enjoyed 
delicious  snacks  and  beverages  served  to 
the  accompaniment  of  music  and  constant 
excited  conversation.  Thank  you,  Harriet! 

Friday’s  luncheon  found  us  in  Barnard 
Hal!  seated  at  three  tables  in  the  gym 
where  we  ate  an  excellent  meal  and 
continued  our  interesting  conversations. 
Speeches  were  made  by  President  Spar, 
who  announced  a capital  campaign, 
and  by  Alumnae  Association  President 
Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77.  We  moved  to 
The  Diana  Center  for  desserts  and  the 
Alumnae  Association  Awards;  the 


Millicent  Carey  Macintosh  Award  for 
Feminism  was  given  by  President  Spar  to 
Ronnie  Myers  Eldridge. 

Our  class  dinner  on  Friday  in  The  Diana 
Center  featured  a special  guest,  former 
Barnard  President  Ellen  Futter  '71,  current 
president  of  the  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History.  Alden  Prouty,  now  retired 
from  The  Barnard  Fund,  was  also  our 
guest.  Our  own  Anne  Bernays  read  an 
excerpt  from  her  latest  book.  Back  Then, 
which  she  coauthored  with  Justin  Kaplan. 

The  Saturday  intergenerational  lunch 
led  to  lots  of  interesting  conversation 
with  some  wonderful  Class  of  2007 
alumnae.  Ronnie  hosted  “Mentors,  Muses, 
& Monsters,”  the  Saturday  afternoon 
storytelling  presentation  produced  by  The 
Moth  where  eight  Barnard  women  told 
tales  from  their  lives  at  Barnard. 

The  all-classes  dinner  that  evening  was 
attended  by  your  correspondent,  Dorothea 
Blaine,  and  Michela  Halpern.  A lovely  '42 
class  member,  Glafyra  Fernandez  Ennis, 
added  to  the  talk  at  our  table.  At  the 
Sunday  morning  Memorial  Service,  Marilyn 
Rosenblatt  gave  a reading  from  Marietta 
Dunston  Moskin's  book,  / Am  Rosemarie, 
to  honor  Marietta. 

Alice  (Elly)  Ribbink-Goslinga’s 
daughter,  Liesbeth,  reported  to  Arney 
Angus  Pulford  that  Elly,  who  has 
Alzheimer's  disease,  had  to  move  from 
Liesbeth’s  care  because  she  couldn’t 
do  stairs,  and  now  lives  in  a senior-care 
facility  in  Amsterdam. 

Kathleen  (Kathy)  Collins’s  fourth 
book,  a novel  entitled  The  Risk  of  Change, 
was  published  in  June.  Kathy  has  four 
daughters,  has  lived  many  places  including 
Greece,  and  now  lives  on  the  north  shore 
of  Long  Island.  She’s  particularly  grateful 
to  Lorna  McGuire  and  Frederica  Barach 
for  their  teaching. 

In  2005  Atholie  Kerner  Rosett  attended 
the  Nobel  Prize  ceremonies  in  Sweden 
when  her  friend,  Roy  Glauber,  received  a 
Prize.  You  can  see  a photo  of  Atholie  on 
the  arm  of  King  Carl  XVI  in  the  booklet 
our  class  published  for  Reunion,  “Barnard 
Reunion  2012:  '52  is  SIXTY!”  Your  class 
correspondent  will  try  to  see  that  the  next 
column  has  information  on  how  you  can 
get  a copy  of  the  booklet. 

We’re  sorry  to  report  that  the  daughter 
of  Anne  Coelho  Tiajoloff  confirmed  the 
death  of  her  mother  on  June  28,  2009.  We 
extend  our  condolences  to  the  family. 


Nancy  Stone  Hayward 
68  Chase  Road 
Falmouth,  MA  02540-2151 
508.548.5344 
nancy31 41  @aol.com 

Priscilla  Redfearn  Elfrey 

320  Barrello  Lane 

Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931-3664 

321.868.4460 

pelfrey@cfl.  rr.  com 
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This  is  a good  time  to  start  thinking  about 
our  60th  reunion.  It  would  be  great  to  have 
as  many  classmates  return  as  possible. 

Stephanie  Lam  Pollack 

30214  Cartier  Drive 

Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  90275-5722 

stephaniebpollack@alum.barnard.edu 
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Kudos  to  Lenore  Self  Katkin,  Marlene 
Ader  Lerner,  and  Herberta  Benjamin 
Schacher,  who  once  again,  as  they  have 
for  many  years,  volunteered  to  represent 
our  class  at  the  annual  Barnard  Fund 
Phonathon.  They  were  joined  by  our  class 
president,  Arlene  Kelley  Winer,  and  vice 
president,  Jeanine  Parisier  Plotter  Many 
thanks  to  all  of  you  who  so  generously 
answered  the  call! 

Jane  Webb  D’Arista  writes,  “I  thought 
I would  retire  from  a long  and  good  life  as 
an  economist  after  colleagues  staged  a 
celebration  for  me  at  UMass-Amherst  in 
2008,  attended  by  my  two  dear  friends, 
Judith  Scherer  Herz  and  Elizabeth 
(Holly)  Stabler.  But  the  financial  crisis 
drew  me  back  to  work  flat  out  through  the 
end  of  last  year.  Now  I really  am  retiring, 
revising  poems  written  over  the  past  three 
decades  that  I’ve  shared  with  my  fellow 
poet.  Holly,  and  planning  more  visits 
with  family  and  friends.  My  four  children 
and  two  grandchildren  are  thriving.  My 
daughter,  Carla,  a Barnard  graduate,  is 
now  studying  for  her  orals  in  art  history 
at  Columbia,  while  my  granddaughter. 
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Carolina,  a student  at  George  Washington 
University,  is  in  Rome  for  her  junior  year.” 

Jeanine  Parisier  Plottel’s  granddaughter, 
Elisabeth  Jessica  Stam,  will  be  entering 
Barnard  in  the  fall.  Elisabeth  is  also  the 
great-granddaughter  of  Frances  Banner 
Plottel  ’27. 

From  Ruth  Lerman  Fitzpatrick 

comes  this  e-mail:  “We  had  a wonderful 
visit  to  our  daughter  and  granddaughter  in 
Barcelona  in  January.  I had  so  hoped  that 
we’d  be  able  to  make  a trip  to  Paris  and 
was  looking  forward  to  meeting  Annick 
Szendroi  Combier,  but  it  didn’t  work 
out,  alas.  Hopefully,  on  our  next  European 
sojourn,  Paris  will  definitely  be  in  the  offing, 
and  Annick  and  I will  have  a great  lunch 
meeting.” 

Selma  Gruenstein  Miller  writes  that 
she  has  started  workshops  for  siblings 
of  children  on  the  autism  spectrum:  “So 
far,  we  have  had  three  very  successful 
sessions  with  seven  children,  ages  8 to 
13.  It  is  my  hope  to  start  similar  groups  for 
other  charitable  organizations.” 

Marcia  Musicant  Bernstein 
750  South  Hanley  Road,  Apt.  44 
St.  Louis,  MO  63105 
314.863.7482 
marcia.mb@att.net 


On  March  5,  Patricia  Dykema  Geisler, 
Doris  Joyner  Griffin,  Florence 
Federman  Mann,  Duane  Lloyd 
Patterson,  Carol  Held  Scharff, 

Louise  Cohen  Silverman,  and  Diana 
Touiiatou  Vagelos  met  for  a docent  tour 
of  Himalayan  art  at  the  Rubin  Museum 
in  New  York.  Florence,  our  fund  chair, 
planned  the  event  with  the  help  of  fellow 
class  officers  Carol,  Duane,  Louise,  and 
Jane  Were-Bey  Gardner.  Before  the 
tour,  Dorothy  Urman  Denburg  ’70,  vice 
president  for  college  relations,  reported 
about  exciting  and  innovative  Barnard 
activities.  Classmates  then  heard  from 
Madalena  Mintz  Provo  ’12  and  Emily 
Winograd  ’12.  Madalena  just  completed 
her  Centennial  Scholars  project,  a 
translation  of  a Yiddish  play  by  Sholem 
Asch,  and  has  been  active  in  student 
government  as  a representative  to  the 
board  of  trustees.  Emily  has  been  involved 


in  Jewish  life  on  campus,  serving  as  the 
interfaith/intercultural  coordinator  on 
the  Columbia/Barnard  Hillel  executive 
board,  and  is  a member  of  the  Leadership 
Advisory  committee.  She  has  also  been  a 
reunion  coordinator. 

This  fall,  expect  to  receive  an  invitation 
to  a tea  at  the  Manhattan  apartment  of 
Diana  Vagelos.  You  and  your  guests  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  meet  recently 
appointed  Barnard  administrative  staff, 
including  Bret  Silver,  vice  president  for 
development. 

Dasha  Amsterdam  Epstein  writes 
that  thanks  to  Howard  Teichman,  she 
started  her  theatre  career  at  Barnard  and 
has  been  producing  plays  for  30  years. 

She  won  Tony  Awards  for  Children  of  a 
Lesser  God  and  Ain’t  Misbehavin'  and 
has  received  numerous  other  theatre 
awards.  Dasha  also  produced  Chinglish, 
which  three  periodicals  called  the  best 
play  of  2011,  and  which  is  now  going  on 
to  California.  In  an  important  addition  to 
Barnard’s  theatre  department,  Dasha 
arranged  for  New  York  Stage  and  Film  to 
hold  readings  of  new  plays  in  The  Diana 
Center.  Finally,  she  says,  “My  terrific  one- 
and-only  grandson,  Henry,  who  is  9 years 
old,  continues  to  be  my  shining  star!” 

Kathryn  Shohl  Scott  volunteers  one 
day  a week  at  the  National  Archives  as 
part  of  a team  preparing  Civil  War  widows’ 
pensions  for  digitizing.  She  travels  with 
various  groups,  last  year  going  to  India  and 
Nepal  and  circumnavigating  the  Black  Sea, 
and  this  year  enjoying  an  adventure  in  the 
Galapagos  and  a trip  to  the  Panama  Canal. 
Kathryn  has  five  wonderful  children  (all,  of 
course,  “above  average”),  and  the  eldest 
of  her  10  grandchildren  graduates  from 
college  this  year.  She  also  enjoys  theatre, 
music,  and  regular  light  yoga  classes. 

Samuel  Barber:  A Thematic  Catalogue 
of  the  Complete  Works,  which  has  just 
been  released  by  Oxford  University  Press, 
is  Barbara  Brody  Heyman’s  latest  book. 
The  catalogue  is  unique  in  that  all  the 
audio  files  of  the  opening  measures  of 
each  work,  movement,  and  aria  can  be 
heard  on  the  Web  site  of  the  International 
Center  for  American  Music  (icamus.com). 
Barbara  is  now  working  on  a new  edition 
of  her  earlier  biography  of  Barber,  which 
will  include  an  annotated  transcription 
of  a diary  that  he  kept  when  he  was  17. 

She  has  been  invited  to  give  the  annual 
American  Musicological  Society  lecture  at 
the  Library  of  Congress  in  October. 


Alice  Bilgrei  Weinbaum  and  her 

family  went  to  Israel  in  August  for  the  bar 
mitzvah  of  one  of  her  grandsons.  They  also 
traveled  to  the  Ukraine  to  visit  the  homes 
of  Alice’s  and  her  husband  Sam’s  fathers, 
then  to  Germany  to  celebrate  the  100th 
birthday  of  a cousin,  who  planned  the 
party  one  year  ago. 

On  April  25,  Jane  Gardner,  Patricia 
Geisler,  Carol  Salomon  Gold,  Gayle 
Abouchar  Jaeger,  Barbara  Funk 
Lindeman,  Marion  Toman  Marchal, 
Marcella  Jung  Rosen,  Carol  Scharff, 
Ellen  Blumenthal  Sehgal,  Mirella 
d’Ambrosio  Servodidio,  and  Hessy 
Levinsons  Taft  met  for  lunch  at  the  Asia 
Society  in  New  York. 

Louise  Cohen  Silverman 
14  Spring  Meadow  Drive 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
732.451.1882 
bobalou4@optonline.net 
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More  than  40  classmates  attended  our 
55th  reunion.  The  Thursday  evening 
cocktail  party  kicked  things  off  on  the 
top  floor  of  Sulzberger  Hall,  with  its 
breathtaking  vistas— you  never  saw 
Broadway  looking  so  splendid.  On  Friday, 
the  general  luncheon  was  followed  by  an 
Alumnae  Association  awards  ceremony 
where  Rhoda  Mermelstein  Berley 
received  an  award  for  service  to  Barnard. 
Her  prodigious  fund-raising  netted  almost 
$60,000  for  The  Barnard  Fund  this  year; 
55  percent  of  our  class  contributed.  The 
superb  Friday  night  class  dinner  featured 
talks  by  President  Spar,  Vice  President  for 
College  Relations  Dorothy  Urman  Denburg 
’70,  and  Professor  Dina  Merrer,  who  held 
us  spellbound  with  four  kinds  of  artificial 
sugar  to  illustrate  molecular  structure. 
Saturday’s  class  luncheon  found  us 
deep  in  conversation  about  politics  and 
feminism.  Our  table  was  joined  by  a 
2012  graduate  and  a current  student. 

We  appreciated  their  fresh  outlook  and 
I think  they  were  taken  aback  by  the 
“pre-feminist”  era  that  we  lived  in  while 
at  college  and  beyond.  The  event  also 
included  a tribute  to  the  many  classmates 
who  have  died. 

Thanks  to  our  reunion  chair  Phyllis 
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Raphael  and  her  committee  for  their  hard 
work  in  making  the  weekend  a rousing 
success.  And  thanks  to  all  the  outgoing 
officers  and  those  incoming:  president, 
Louise  Greene  Klaber,  who  has  agreed 
to  repeat  the  office;  vice  presidents 
Gaya  Feinerman  Brodnitz  and  Natalie 
Wishnia  Tulchin  Bunks;  and  nominating 
chair,  Dorthea  Eidenberg  Ellern. 

Here  are  notes  from  those  who 
couldn't  attend  or  whose  info  didn't 
reach  the  directory  in  time:  Joyce  Kosh 
Kaiser  writes,  “I  have  continued  to  paint 
at  my  studio  and  recently  participated 
in  an  exhibition  with  four  other  women.” 
Joan  Hyams  Geismar,  who  attended 
Reunion,  writes  that  she's  “still  a practicing 
urban  archeologist  and  loving  it."  Rita 
Smilowitz  Newman  has  been  living  in 
Silver  Spring,  Md.,  for  the  past  few  years, 
and  had  plans  to  come  to  Reunion.  Her 
very  painful  back  due  to  a fall  in  2003,  for 
which  she  had  an  extensive  spinal  fusion, 
kept  her  away.  And  Natalie  Bunks's 
ankle  did  the  same  to  her— she  broke  it 
just  days  before!  We  wish  them  both  a 
quick  recovery.  Millicent  Alter  attended 
Reunion  and  she  brought  news  of  Anna 
Triantafyllou:  “We  chatted  a bit  about 
how  the  mail  isn't  arriving  promptly,  or  at 
all,  and  Anna  also  boasted  a bit  about  her 
cats  in  Athens  and  others  in  Lesbos." 

You  can  get  the  directory,  in  paper  and/ 
or  flash  drive  for  $20;  e-mail  Alumnae 
Affairs  at  aiumnaea@barnard.edu  or  call 
212.854.2005. 

Judy  Jaffe  Baum 

150  West  96th  Street,  Apt.  14E 

New  York,  NY  10025 

jbauminfo@aol.com 

Rayna  Schwartz  Zeidenberg 
4 Martine  Avenue,  Apt.  1410 
White  Plains,  NY  10606 
pzeidenberg@optlmum.net 
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Carol  Marks  Sicherman  wrote  that 
her  new  book,  Rude  Awakenings:  An 
American  Historian’s  Encounter  with 
Nazism,  Communism,  and  McCarthyism, 
contains  some  references  to  past  Barnard 
presidents.  For  more  information,  visit  New 


Academia  Publishing  at  newacadamia.com. 

Helene  Lerner  Lecar  e-mailed  that 
her  family  is  planning  to  return  for  her 
husband's  Columbia  College  Class  of 
1955  reunion. 

Joan  Sweet  Jankell  spent  10  days  in 
India  with  Barnard's  Fourth  Annual  Global 
Symposium:  Women  Changing  India. 

They  met  amazing  Indian  women,  and  one 
highlight  was  interacting  with  six  Barnard 
juniors  and  seniors  and  a group  of  Indian 
high-school  girls.  Joan  is  anxious  to  share 
her  experiences  and  photos  with  you. 

Passover  giggle:  Upon  making  charoset 
(a  mixture  of  chopped  walnuts,  apples,  and 
sweet  red  wine  that  we  eat  at  the  seder 
meal),  what  would  you  call  it  if  you  add  too 
much  wine?  Charoset  of  the  liver. 

My  thanks  to  you  who  helped  me  write 
this  column  with  your  contributions  and  to 
all  for  your  good  wishes.  —BBW 

Annette  Raymon  Smith 
1597  Wey bridge  Circle 
Naples,  FL  34110 
235.597.7649 
arsphd@yahoo.com 

Barbara  Barre  Weintraub 
845  Madeira  Boulevard 
Melville,  NY  11747 
631.367.2064 
jgblu@yahoo.com 


59 

Ruth  Daniel  Stephenson  writes,  “We 
live  in  Lebanon,  N.H.,  a small  New  England 
city  neighboring  Hanover,  N.H.,  where 
Dartmouth  College  is.  We  are  four  blocks 
from  the  town  common  and  three  blocks 
from  the  gym,  where  I take  aerobics  with 
a very  good  teacher  who  specializes  in 
geriatric  exercise.  Last  night,  we  walked  to 
the  local  opera  house  to  see  the  Moscow 
Festival  Ballet  present  Swan  Lake.  They 
were  outstanding!  My  husband  and  I still 
work.  I have  a few  tax  clients,  some  of 
whom  have  been  with  me  for  25  to  30 
years,  but  I get  one  or  two  new  ones 
each  year.  He  does  computer  consulting, 
designing,  and  maintaining  the  inventory- 
control  system  for  a small  manufacturer. 
We  work  together  in  the  double  parlor  of  a 
Victorian  house." 

Betty  Ackerman  Clarick  and  her 


husband,  Don,  trekked  west  across  the 
state  from  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  and  enjoyed 
a weekend  visit  with  Judith  Weber  Taylor 

and  her  husband,  Arnold,  in  Sarasota. 

“Also  this  winter,  we  enjoyed  a week  in 
New  York  for  our  granddaughter's  bat 
mitzvah  and  catching-up  time  with  the 
whole  family.  All  three  families  now  live 
in  the  metro  area,  where  they  are  very 
busy  being  doctors  (son  and  daughter-in- 
law),  lawyers  (son  and  son-in-law),  MoMA 
curator  (daughter-in-law),  and  educator 
at  the  Jewish  Museum  (daughter).  The 
six  grandkids  are  growing  up— the  oldest 
is  ajunior  in  high  school  and  starting 
the  college  search!  She  visited  and  liked 
Barnard.  I retired  from  my  full-time  position 
a few  months  ago,  but  I have  just  started 
a new  part-time  job  as  development 
director  at  a wonderful  Miami  nonprofit 
organization.  Dress  for  Success/Suited  for 
Success,  which  addresses  and  fulfills  the 
needs  of  low-income  women  and  men  who 
are  met  with  the  challenge  of  entering  the 
workforce.  It's  a great  organization.” 

Janet  Feldman  Steig  writes  from 
Namibia,  “Don  and  I spent  a wonderful 
week  in  Botswana— lovely  lodges,  great 
game-viewing,  friendly  people,  etc."  They 
then  traveled  to  Namibia  for  two  weeks, 
enjoying  the  desert  area  of  the  Skeleton 
Coast,  the  opportunity  to  observe  tribal 
life,  and  some  additional  game-viewing. 
She  continues,  “We  took  an  unexpected 
trip  to  India  (specifically  Mumbai)  to  meet 
our  son  Jordan's  new  wife,  Pamela— a 
lovely,  warm,  intelligent  young  woman. 
Since  we  were  in  the  neighborhood 
we  spent  a bit  of  time  in  Sri  Lanka- 
interesting  country.” 

Ruth  Sulzbach  Lewittes  tells  us, 

“The  best  thing  that  happened  last  year 
was  that  my  youngest  son  finally  got 
married  ...  we  are  most  fortunate,  because 
she's  worth  his  wait!  We  managed  to 
stay  in  Florida  for  most  of  last  winter  and 
enjoyed  being  there.  My  husband,  Joel, 
who  retired  from  private  practice  after 
being  a bankruptcy  judge,  didn’t  have 
much  chance  of  feeling  the  leisure  life  of 
retirement.  He  has  been  called  upon  for 
consulting  work,  but  thanks  to  high-speed 
communications,  he  can  do  most  of  his 
work  from  wherever  we  are.  We  have  five 
grandchildren,  two  living  in  New  York  and 
three  in  Florida,  so  we  love  dividing  our 
time  in  both  states.” 

Lynn  Fieldman  Miller  writes,  “I  retired 
effective  Dec.  1 1 , 201 1 , to  care  for  my  ill 
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husband,  Arthur  H.  Miller  (CU  Law  '60). 
Arthur  Is  also  retired.  We  have  two 
grandsons,  our  son  Jonathan’s  children, 
Gabriel  and  Rain.  Our  daughter,  Jennifer, 
has  been  staying  with  us  since  mid- 
February  to  assist  me  in  caring  for  Arthur.” 

Judith  Weber  Taylor 
90  Virginia  Avenue 
Plainview,  NY  1103 
jwebtay@gmail.com 

Regina  Jerome  Einstein 
53  Old  Town  Crossing 
Mount  Kisco,  NY  10549 
rjeinstein@aol.com 
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Irene  Winter  has  fulfilled  a long-held 
' dream.  She  spent  six  weeks  in  Iraq 
from  mid-December  through  the  end  of 
January,  participating  in  the  first  American 
archaeological  excavation  in  the  country 
in  two  decades.  The  dig  was  sponsored  by 
; SUNY-Stony  Brook,  and  funded  through 
National  Geographic.  The  team  lived  at 
Ur,  with  the  ziggurat  in  view  from  the 
dig  house,  and  traveled  the  6 km  each 
day  to  a smaller  site  that,  from  satellite 
j photographs  and  surface  survey,  seemed 
to  contain  ruins  of  the  second  millennium 
BCE.  A joint  Iraqi-U.S.  group  excavated 
together,  turning  up  evidence  of  both 
pastoral  and  settled  occupations.  The 
exhilaration  of  working  in  Iraq  was  shared 
by  all,  especially  as  the  group  was  able 
to  get  down  to  the  marsh  area  that  had 
been  drained  in  1991  and  is  now  slowly 
being  restored,  and  to  visit  a number  of 
important  archaeological  sites  in  the  area. 

Did  you  know  that  we  supported  a class 
scholarship?  (Neither  of  us  knew.)  In  any 
event,  we  do.  And  our  class  president, 
Joyce  Duran  Stern  (who  also  didn't 
know),  sent  me  the  thank-you  letter  she 
received  from  the  recipient,  Aimee  Murata 
'12.  Aimee  sounds  greatl  An  English  major 
and  European  history  minor,  she  singled 
out  with  enthusiasm  the  many  benefits 
she  received  from  her  participation  in 
Barnard’s  Writing  Fellows  Program.  Her 
note  (heartlessly  edited  for  length)  goes 
on:  “Writing  has  infused  and  revitalized 
other  aspects  of  my  life,  including  my 
interests  in  English  literature  and  the  world 


of  publishing.  I spent  my  junior  year  at  Oriel 
College,  Oxford,  and  focused  solely  on 
English  literature.  The  afternoons  I spent 
researching  in  the  historical  Bodleian 
Library  or  walking  along  the  cobble-stoned 
streets  were  surreal.  During  the  past  few 
summers  and  semesters,  I interned  for 
local  newspapers  and  magazines,  as  well 
as  the  Laura  Dail  Literary  Agency,  and 
I recently  began  interning  for  O,  Oprah 
Winfrey’s  magazine....  1 am  grateful  for  not 
only  the  opportunity  to  attend  Barnard,  but 
also  the  prospect  of  joining  thousands  of 
intelligent,  successful  women  who  have 
entered  its  gates.  Thank  you  for  your 
support.”  Although  Aimee  didn’t  have  a job 
when  she  wrote  this,  she  was  full  of  energy 
and  confidence,  and  I bet  she’ll  have  one 
by  the  time  you  read  this. 

Fitness  department:  cocorrespondent, 
Joyce  Levenson  Tichler,  writes,  “I  find 
myself  at  my  local  fitness  center  almost 
daily,  for  multiple  reasons  of  pleasure 
and  virtue.  One  of  the  classes  that  I 
take  that  may  be  of  interest  to  others  is 
called  ‘Beamfit:  Balance  Core  & More.’ 

We  work  on  a device  called  the  Beamfit 
to  challenge  our  core,  increase  stability, 
and  improve  balance.  The  Beamfit  is  like 
a balance  beam  but  close  to  the  ground 
and  wider  than  a traditional  beam.  It  is  also 
flexible,  so  it  feels  like  an  unstable  surface. 
The  exercises  involve  walking  barefoot  on 
the  beam  and  from  the  beam  (unstable)  to 
the  floor  (stable)  and  back.” 

Susan  Goldhor 
45B  Museum  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138-1921 
susangoldhor@comcast.net 

Joyce  Levenson  Tichler 

180  Riverside  Boulevard,  Apt.  36F 

New  York,  NY  10069-0816 

212.873.2938 

jtichler@nyc.  rr.com 
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Like  so  many  of  you,  I came  to  Barnard 
because  I wanted  to  revel  in  the 
opportunities  a New  York  school  could 
offer  a culture-hungry  suburban  teen. 
Alumnae,  and  in  many  instances  their 
offspring,  are  contributing  to  the  vibrancy 
of  the  literary  and  artistic  scene,  in  New 


York  and  elsewhere.  Here  are  but  a few: 

Elsa  Adelman  Solender  has 

directed  her  passion  for  and  knowledge 
of  Jane  Austen  to  a new  e-book  available 
for  Kindle,  Jane  Austen  in  Love:  An 
Entertainment.  Readers  will  fall  in  love  with 
the  gentleman  who  won  the  heart  of  the 
author  and  enjoy  a taste  of  Austen's  wit, 
style,  and  insight,  as  channeled  by  the  past 
president  of  the  Jane  Austen  Society  of 
North  America. 

Suzy  McKee  Charnas  has  also 
embraced  e-publishing.  Her  books  for 
young  adult  readers  are  now  available 
through  Electric  Story.  They  include  The 
Vampire  Tapestry,  four  other  novels,  a 
paranormal  artist-hostage-ghost  story 
titled  “Dorothea  Dreams,"  and  a clutch 
of  shorter  stories  that  can  be  found  at 
suzymckeecharnas.com. 

Suzanne  Frank  Ruta  published  her 
first  novel.  To  Algeria  with  Love,  through 
Virago  U.K.,  and  it  is  also  available  In  U.S. 
bookstores.  It’s  a love  story  between  an 
American  college  graduate  with  little 
experience  of  the  world  and  an  Algerian 
factory  worker  whose  education  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  poverty  and  racism  of 
mid-20th-century  North  Africa. 

Diane  Stewart  Love  has  written 
her  first  play,  Twin  Sweets,  which  was 
performed  and  well  received  as  a 
reading  with  Mario  Thomas,  Judith  Ivey, 
Grant  Shaud,  Steve  Guttenberg,  and 
Reese  Madigan. 

Ina  Weinstein  Young,  who  recently 
visited  the  campus  for  Greek  Games,  is  the 
proud  mother  of  Mark  Halperin,  coauthor 
of  the  best-selling  Game  Change,  which 
was  made  into  the  HBO  movie  of  the 
same  name.  The  book  covered  the  2008 
presidential  nominations  and  election; 
the  made-for-TV  movie  focused  on  Sarah 
Palin’s  selection  as  the  Republican  vice- 
presidential  candidate. 

And  we  have  artists  among  us.  Valerie 
Lewis  Mankoff  writes,  “My  work  is 
appearing  in  the  “HERstorically  Speaking” 
exhibit  of  the  National  Association  of 
Women  Artists  at  the  Johnson  and 
Johnson  Gallery  in  New  Brunswick,  N.J. 

I also  have  an  award-winning  painting 
being  shown  at  the  Gaelen  Juried  Art 
Show,  which  is  at  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  in  Whippany,  N.J.”  Finally,  she  had 
a solo  exhibition  In  August  at  the  Kinnelon, 
N.J.,  public  library. 

Ellen  Jacobs  Poss  is  a photographer 
whose  work  has  appeared  in  numerous 
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magazines  and  journals,  it  was  part  of  a 
group  show  called  “Child’s  Play”  at  the 
historic  Santa  Monica  Pier  Carousel. 

Some  of  us  have  been  doing  our  bit  as 
consumers  of  culture.  Natalie  Rothman 
Gordon  arranged  a visit  to  the  New-York 
Historical  Society.  Dorothy  Memolo 
Bheddah,  Sydney  Oren  Brandwein, 
Alice  Brody,  Sylvie  Alpert  Bryant, 
Elaine  Schlozman  Chapnick,  Lorraine 
Silverstein  Dauber.  Ruth  Weichsel 
Hoffman,  Carol  Krepon  Ingall,  Tobe 
Sokolow  Joffe,  Margaret  (Peggy) 
Kniffin,  Anita  Paley  Orlin,  and  Suzanne 
Yormark  Scherby  joined  Natalie. 

She’s  planning  more  get-togethers  and 
encourages  the  class  to  join  in  the  events. 

Carol  Krepon  Ingall 
caingall@jtsa.edu 
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Reunion  was  fabulousi  The  College  put 
on  a show,  and  our  classmates  were  some 
of  the  stars.  Three  awards  went  to  Class 
of  ’62  members:  both  Roz  Marshack 
Gordon  and  Harriet  Kaye  Inselbuch 
received  the  Award  for  Service  to  Barnard, 
and  Sheila  Levrant  de  Bretteville,  the 
Distinguished  Alumna  Award. 

Marsha  Corn  Levine  and  Ellie  Yudin 
Sachse,  our  reunion  chairs,  had  the 
wonderfully  innovative  idea  to  arrange  a 
special  exhibition  space  they  dubbed  the 
"class  footprint,’’  where  we  were  able  to 
enjoy  coffee,  tea,  and  snacks,  as  well  as 
share  anything  we  wished  including  books, 
photographs,  essays,  awards,  a handmade 
baby  quilt,  and  videos  of  various  projects, 
which  played  on  three  computers.  There 
was  also  a large  screen  that  played  an 
audio-video  loop  that  included  Sally  Hess 
dancing,  Joan  Lewis  Kretschmer  at 
her  Lyric  Chamber  Music  Society,  Sylvia 
Goetz  Perle’s  sculptures.  Rani  Carson’s 
paintings,  Vivien  Deutsch  Wolsk  singing 
the  blues,  and  old  photos  of  classmates 
from  the  College  Archives  and  various 
personal  treasure  troves. 

Special  kudos  to  Harriet  Inselbuch  and 
her  husband,  Elihu,  for  once  again  hosting 
the  Thursday-night  cocktail  party  at  their 
beautiful  Manhattan  apartment.  Since 
the  weather  cooperated,  they  opened 
their  terrace  as  well,  and  were  able  to 


accommodate  more  than  the  original 
limit.  Kudos  also  to  Barbara  Kallman 
Weinberg,  who  treated  us  to  a special 
tour  of  the  recently  redesigned  American 
galleries  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum, 
where  she’s  the  curator  of  American 
paintings  and  sculpture. 

More  kudos  to  everyone  who  worked 
on  Reunion— it  was  a big  committee  and 
they  did  a super  job.  Wouldn’t  you  love  to 
work  on  our  55th,  or  on  our  mini-reunions, 
which  generate  so  much  enthusiasm? 
Please  contact  Marcia  Stacker  Weller  at 
marcia4815@gmail.com,  who  will  happily 
put  you  to  work. 

Highlights  of  our  class’s  special 
gatherings  included  the  panels,  which 
were  described  in  all  the  Reunion 
materials,  and  our  class  dinner,  which 
featured  many  of  our  Junior  and  Senior 
Show  performers  reprising  songs  from  the 
shows,  and  leading  everyone  in  a rousing 
sing-along.  Special  guests  included  Mary 
Ann  Owens,  Barnard  archivist  Marcia 
Bassett,  Professor  Barbara  Novak  (who 
is  an  honorary  member  of  our  class)  and 
her  husband,  Brian  O’Doherty,  and  Nona 
Willis  Aronowitz,  daughter  of  the  late  Ellen 
Willis,  who  read  some  of  her  mother’s 
writings.  Marcia  Weller  also  did  a reading 
and  presented  a slideshow  of  photos  of 
classmates. 

There  were  118  of  us  at  Reunion  (plus 
spouses,  partners,  escorts),  which  was 
the  largest  class  gatheringl  In  addition 
to  those  already  named  and  myself,  in 
attendance  were  Francine  Grossbart 
Aaron,  Barbara  Goldberg  Appelbaum, 
Claudia  Graff  Bial,  Judith  Eisenberg 
Bieber,  Gail  Alexander  Binderman, 
Maya  Rosenfeld  Brown,  Linda  Theil 
Cahill,  Michele  Chaussabel  Cusumano, 
Barbara  Nolan  Cohen,  Susan  Ablon 
Cole,  Romana  Danysh,  Marcia 
Dackman  Davis,  Barbara  Thompson 
Day,  Leah  Salmansohn  Dunaief,  Vivian 
Levy  Ebersman,  Eleanor  Edelstein, 
Sandra  Ravetz  Ediitz,  Miriam  Erlich, 
Susan  Huhn  Eustis,  Gail  Steg 
Feldman,  Abbe  Fessenden,  Gale 
Zimmerman  Fieldman,  Diana  Klabin 
Finegold,  Roxanne  Cohen  Fischer, 
Libby  Guth  Fishman,  Rosalind  Folman, 
Linda  Roth  Futterman,  Naomi  Albert 
Gardner,  Ellen  Shertzer  Goldberg, 

Joan  Fisk  Gorman,  Barbara  Gormise, 
Patricia  Freiberg  Green,  Margo 
Margules  Greenwald,  Karen  Charal 
Gross,  Martha  Liptzin  Hauptman, 


Susan  Hayden,  Linda  Benjamin 
Hirschson,  Valerie  Horst,  Marian 
Strauss  Houston,  Lynn  Puerschner 
Hurst,  Barbara  Greifer  Kane,  Effie 
Michas  Kanganis,  Carole  Kaplowitz 
Kantor,  Susan  Lippman  Karp,  Joan 
Rezak  Katz,  Leila  Kern,  Bette  Kerr, 
Ruth  Weinstein  Klein,  Linda  Schwartz 
Kline,  Ann  Kober-Werner,  Anita 
Weinerman  Kornbluth,  Eleanor 
Traube  Kra,  Reva  Mark  Kriegel, 
Barbara  Stone  Laruccia,  Marsha 
Wittenberg  Lewin  Latiner,  Carol 
Murton  Lavis,  Barbara  Fogel  Levine, 
Rosalie  Sacks  Levine,  Janice  Wiegan 
Lieberman,  Barbara  Lovenheim, 

Sheila  Greene  Mandel,  Sara  Ginsberg 
Marks,  Susan  Maurer,  Roberta  Turner 
Meldrum,  Lois  Engelson  Mendelson, 
Rita  Rubinstein  Moss,  Rhoda 
Scharf  Narins,  Ruth  Nemzoff,  Vivian 
Himmelweit  Palmer,  Naomi  Steinlight 
Patz,  Linda  Rosenblum  Persily, 

Evelyn  Kahn  Philipps,  Joyce  Ragen 
Prenner,  Susan  Levenson  Pringle, 

Joan  Greenblatt  Rabin,  Martha 
Reeves,  Jean  (Rusty)  Miller  Rich,  Edith 
Schultz  Robbins,  Rita  Gabler  Rover, 
Deborah  Bersin  Rubin,  Nancy  Brown 
Schmiderer,  Patricia  Brick  Schwartz, 
Susan  Seltzer,  Jean  Shaffer,  Roslyn 
Leventhal  Siegel,  Judith  Astor  Smith, 
Judith  Terry  Smith,  Alidra  Solday, 

Carol  Feldman  Sonnenblick,  Karen 
Rosenthal  Spey,  Jackie  Martin  Stein, 
Ruth  Klein  Stein,  Norina  Carnevale 
Suarez,  Alison  Gibb  Swanberg, 
Patricia  Klubnik  Tarallo,  Shari  Gruhn 
Thompson,  Deborah  Nemser  Tolchin, 
Ellen  Torrance,  Kathleen  Mebus  Toth, 
Elizabeth  Foner  Vandepaer,  Ruth 
Wilson  Witten,  Suzanne  Billitzer 
Wolkenfeld,  Nancy  Kung  Wong,  Susan 
Tiktin  Yemin,  and  Elaine  Yudkovitz. 

We’d  set  a fund-raising  goal,  which  we 
exceeded— it  was  the  largest  one-year 
gift— but  we  didn’t  reach  our  participation 
goal  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  I hope  by 
the  time  you  read  this,  classmates  will 
have  come  forward  to  boost  that  important 
participation  percentage,  especially  those 
who  had  a wonderful  time  at  Reunion. 

I didn’t  gather  a lot  of  personal  news, 
but  I encourage  you  to  send  material  for 
future  columns  via  snail  mail  and  e-mail. 
Speaking  of  e-mail.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
e-mailing  supplemental  columns  between 
the  magazine  issues.  I’m  aware  that  not 
everyone  has  an  e-mail  address  on  the 
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Education,  Journalism 
and  Very  Little  Rest 

Pola  Auerbach  Rosen  '63 

Pola  Auerbach  Rosen  admits  that  sometimes  she 
doesn’t  get  to  bed  until  4 a.m.  “That’s  not  a good 
thing,”  she  says  with  a hearty  laugh.  But  sometimes 
it’s  a necessity,  given  her  schedule.  Rosen,  70,  is 
preparing  for  the  fall  launch  of  a financial  literacy 
program  (the  Cowin  Financial  Literacy  Project),  which  she  helped  create 
(along  with  Teachers  College  and  Joyce  B.  Cowin)  for  New  York  City’s  public 
high  school  students.  She  volunteers  with  a project-based  learning  program  at 
Manhattan’s  Robert  F.  Kennedy  School.  And  she  is  the  founder  and  publisher 
of  Education  Update,  a bimonthly  (formerly  monthly)  newspaper  that  covers 
education  issues  in  New  York  City  and  nationally. 

Rosen  launched  the  paper  in  1995  to  make  education  news  more  accessible  to 
a wide  audience.  Education  Update  has  about  100,000  readers  and  is  available 
in  print  and  online  (educationupdate.com).  A recent  issue  featured  articles 
on  higher  education  for  inmates  and  for  those  in  transition  from  prison,  and 
an  interview  with  Hunter  College  president  Jennifer  Raab.  The  publication’s 
Web  site  showcased  a half-hour  video  chat  with  New  York  State  Education 
Commissioner  John  B.  King,  Jr.,  with  Rosen  herself  firing  off  questions. 

Despite  Education  Update's  more  than  15 -year  history,  it  remains  a labor  of 
love.  Rosen  has  never  drawn  a salary.  Sponsors  and  advertising  helps  pay  the 
staff  and  student  interns,  some  of  whom  are  from  Barnard,  as  well  as  the  cost 
of  printing  and  distribution. 

She  draws  her  energy  from  a lifelong  passion  for  teaching,  describing  it  as 
“one  of  the  most  wonderful  careers  you  could  ever  have.  You  are  helping  to 
shape  and  train  the  next  generation.”  She  took  education  courses  at  Barnard 
and  taught  elementary  school  before  earning  a doctorate  in  special  education  at 
Columbia.  She  later  taught  at  the  College  of  Staten  Island. 

Two  years  ago,  she  blended  her  enthusiasm  for  education  and  journalism 
by  volunteering  at  the  Robert  F.  Kennedy  Public  School.  After  teaching 
special-needs  sixth-grade  students  how  to  conduct  interviews  and  shoot  digital 
photos,  she  introduced  them  to  professionals  in  various  careers.  The  students 
conducted  interviews,  wrote  articles,  and  created  a newspaper  showcasing 
their  work.  “It  was  awesome,”  says  Robert  F.  Kennedy  Public  School  Principal 
Susan  Finn.  “She’s  very  enthusiastic  and  knowledgeable,  and  the  kids  quickly 
picked  that  up.”  Finn  is  looking  forward  to  Rosen’s  return  this  fall. 

When  Rosen  does  squeeze  in  some  relaxation,  she  enjoys  connecting  with 
Barnard  classmates,  spending  time  with  her  husband  and  three  children,  and 
visiting  art  museums.  She  has  no  plans  to  retire,  but  if  she  does,  that  time  is 
already  spoken  for.  She’s  always  wanted  to  take  painting  lessons  not  to  mention 
play  in  a string  ensemble  (music  is  another  passion).  — June  D.  Bell 


Class  List,  but  I know  that  some  of  you 
do  have  such  an  address  but  don’t  want  it 
published.  I'm  making  a solemn  promise 
that  if  anyone  sends  me  news  via  an 
unpublished  e-mail  address,  I won’t  share 
the  address.  So  please  keep  me  informed! 

Alice  Finklestein  Alekman 
9840  Isles  Cay  Drive 
Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-9649 
alicealek@aol.com 


50th  Reunion  May  30-June  2,  2013 

63 

Irene  Ball  has  had  an  interesting  and 
varied  life  history.  She  came  to  the  U.S. 
from  France  when  she  was  1 1 years 
1 old  and  graduated  from  Barnard  when 
i she  was  18,  already  married.  Following 
j graduation,  she  did  graduate  work  at 
i Columbia  in  French  literature  while 
teaching  at  Columbia  and  NYU.  Wanting 
to  see  the  world,  she  traveled  extensively 
in  Eastern  Europe,  North  Africa,  and  Iran, 
and  ended  up  staying  for  five  years  in 
I Europe  writing  book  reviews,  producing 
television  programs,  and  writing  a book 
in  French.  She  returned  to  the  U.S.  and 
j worked  in  data  telecommunications  as  a 
i marketing  executive  with  global  accounts. 
She  lives  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  with  her 
second  husband,  John  McDowell,  and  is 
enjoying  her  retirement. 

Toby  Hirschberg  Deutsch  married 
her  high  school  sweetheart,  Larry, 
j between  junior  and  senior  year.  She  lived 
I mostly  in  or  around  NYC  and  had  various 
j positions  before  running  her  husband’s 
I audiology  practice.  In  2004,  they  moved 
to  Sarasota,  Fla.,  full-time,  though  they 
i had  been  snowbirds  for  six  years  prior, 
j She  has  a daughter,  son-in-law,  and  two 
!'  grandchildren  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  where  she 

I spends  four  to  five  weeks  in  the  summer. 
Her  son,  in  Portland,  Ore.,  published 
a graphic  novel  to  critical  acclaim  and 
is  about  to  publish  the  sequel.  Toby  is 
the  copresident  of  Koi  HaNeshama,  a 
i,  new  Reconstructionist  synagogue. 

||  Elizabeth  Joyce  was  interested  in 
f information  systems  very  early  on— before 
I'  she  even  came  to  Barnard.  She  applied  to 
IBM,  which  required  a college  degree,  and 
so  on  to  Barnard.  Most  of  her  professional 
career  has  been  in  information  systems. 


In  addition,  she  and  her  husband  opened 
restaurants  in  Portland,  where  she’s  lived 
for  the  past  40  years.  She  has  a daughter 
in  Portland  who’s  a painter. 

Joan  Ritchie  Silleck  came  to  Barnard 
as  a transfer  student.  After  spending  two 
years  at  Wellesley,  she  cajoled  her  father 
into  allowing  her  to  study  in  Italy  for  a year. 
Upon  her  return,  she  started  at  Barnard, 
which  she  credits  with  the  beginning  of 
her  real  life.  Joan  married  immediately 


after  graduation.  They  went  to  Europe  for 
a visit  and  stayed  1 1 years,  part  of  the  time 
in  Rome  and  then,  in  London.  In  1975, 
they  returned  to  NYC,  where  her  husband 
worked  as  an  independent  filmmaker, 
making  documentaries  and  IMAX  films. 

In  1980,  Joan  went  to  law  school,  and 
then  practiced  divorce/family  law  until  her 
retirement  in  2000.  She  and  her  husband 
have  moved  to  Virginia,  though  they 
return  to  New  York  often  to  visit  their  two 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  SUMMER  2012  31 


children  and  enjoy  the  city. 

Forty  women  from  our  class  met  at 
Barnard  for  a 70th  birthday  party,  sharing 
lives  and  talking  about  plans  for  the  next 
phase.  There’s  something  so  special 
about  being  among  women  with  whom 
we  shared  our  first  college  experiences; 
there's  a special  bond  of  friendship.  See 
article  and  pictures  at  our  class  Web  page, 
Plan  to  come  back  and  meet  with  your 
friends,  old  and  new,  at  our  50th  reunion. 
May  30-June  2,  2013.  And  check  out  our 
class  Web  page,  aium.barnard.edu/1963. 
-PRH 

Rhoda  Greenberg-Davis 
ronandrhoda@nc.rr.com 

Rhyllis  Hearst  Hersch 
prhersch@gmall.com 

Susan  Robbins  Stern 
strnjcb@aol.com 

Alice  Miller  Weiss 
amjweiss@alum.barnard.edu 
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Leslie  Gibson  Black  has  lived  in 
Vershire,  Vt.,  for  almost  10  years.  She 
practiced  law  in  White  River  Junction 
until  retiring  10  years  ago  and  now  works 
“very  part-time”  for  the  Professional 
Responsibility  Board,  the  Vermont 
Supreme  Court’s  lawyer  disciplinary 
system.  Having  taken  up  weaving,  she 
makes  table  linens  and  yardage  that 
she  then  makes  into  clothing.  With  the 
marriage  of  one  of  her  two  sons,  she 
and  her  husband  recently  welcomed  two 
grandchildren. 

Having  attended  Teachers  College 
after  Barnard,  Minna  Levine  Immerman 

is  now  working  down  the  street  at  Bank 
Street  College  of  Education,  where 
she  teaches  in  the  special-education 
department  and  supervises  students. 
Before  that,  she  had  a long  career  in 
special  education  in  her  local  school 
system  and  now  enjoys  sharing  her 
knowledge  with  the  next  generation.  She 
and  her  husband  like  traveling,  mostly  on 
cruises,  and  will  soon  take  a Cities  of  Light 
cruise  from  Prague  to  Paris,  where  they 
will  reunite  with  old  friends  from  the  Peace 


Corps  who  live  there.  “Can  you  go  to  Paris 
too  many  times?”  Minna  asks. 

After  graduating  as  a zoology  major. 
Aline  Horasanci  Eden  worked  at 
Rockefeller  Institute  (now  University)  as 
a research  assistant  for  a couple  of  years 
before  getting  a PhD  in  immunology  from 
NYU.  Marriage,  two  boys,  and  two  years 
of  postdoctoral  work  later,  she  joined  her 
husband’s  engineering  firm,  where  they’ve 
worked  together  ever  since.  Now  they 
are  semiretired  and  are  winding  down  the 
business.  Their  elder  son  is  in  finance 
in  New  York  City,  and  their  younger  son 
is  a cornea-specialist  ophthalmologist 
in  Albany.  Aline  reports  that  her  four 
grandchildren,  ranging  in  age  from  6 to 
1 , are  her  greatest  joys  these  days.  She 
hasn’t  attended  the  past  few  reunions  but 
is  looking  forward  to  our  50th  in  two  years. 

A member  of  our  class  who  attended 
our  40th  reunion,  Marya  (Alice)  Lippman 
Wolfman  passed  away  in  April.  She  is 
survived  by  a husband,  three  children,  and 
grandchildren.  Marya  left  Barnard  after  our 
sophomore  year  when  she  went  to  summer 
school  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  and  became  a 
member  of  a counterculture  group.  Always 
scientifically  inclined,  Marya  wanted  to 
explore  the  nature  of  the  universe  and  the 
meaning  of  existence.  She  later  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Massachusetts  and 
worked  as  a software  quality-assurance 
engineer.  Her  writings  include  Fifth 
World,  an  online  novel  about  ecology  and 
spirituality.  Cynthia  Insolio  Benn  and  I 
were  very  happy  to  be  back  in  touch  with 
her  and  will  remember  her  sweet,  creative 
nature. 

Andrea  Machlin  Rosenthal 
202  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02116 
andrearosenthal@comcast.net 
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Carla  Rosen  Graham-White  has  written 
from  suburban  Chicago,  where  she  and 
her  husband,  Tony,  have  been  living  for 
the  past  26  years  in  a 1908  Prairie-style 
house  that  they  “currently  share  with 
two  golden  retrievers  and  a cat,  along 
with  diverse  wildlife  including  possums, 
raccoons,  red  foxes,  and  coyotes.”  Their 
son,  Sean,  and  his  family,  including  Carla’s 


12-year-old  grandson,  Ian,  live  nearby. 

She  tells  us  that  Tony  retired  in  2008 
after  32  years  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
at  Chicago  and  is  now  professor  emeritus 
of  performing  arts.  Carla  retired  in  2009 
from  teaching  dance,  performance,  and 
choreography.  The  last  13  years,  she  was 
with  the  Jeffrey  Ballet,  where  she  directed 
its  education  and  outreach  programs 
for  six  years  and  for  the  whole  time  was 
ballet  master  and  sole  administrator  of 
the  120-member  children’s  cast  in  The 
Nutcracker. 

Carla  says  she  spends  much  of  her  time 
working  in  her  garden,  which  has  been 
open  for  several  garden  tours.  The  flowers 
are  mostly  native  to  the  Midwest,  and 
she  has  an  extensive  organic  vegetable 
garden,  with  many  heirloom  varieties  that 
she  grows  from  seed.  “I  reluctantly  took 
botany  at  Barnard.  In  hindsight,  it  was  a 
good  choice.  Professor  Ritchie  would  be 
proud  of  me,”  she  notes. 

Mary  Ebeltoft  Reid  writes  that  she 
has  moved  to  the  Washington,  D.C.,  metro 
area— Fort  Washington,  Md.— to  be  near 
her  daughter,  Eva,  son-in-law,  Ed,  and  her 
sister,  Nancy.  She’ll  also  be  near  her  dear 
friends  Elisabeth  Peebles  Brownstein 
and  Dianne  Snyder.  “Having  spent 
several  very  happy  years  supervising  the 
creation  of  nonfiction  reading  books  for 
kids  of  all  ages,  I now  have  the  privilege 
of  writing  some.  I’m  having  fun  with  that,’’ 
writes  Mary.  Continuing  on  a theme  here 
(have  we  all  become  gardeners?),  she  adds 
that  she  looks  forward  to  many  years  of 
gardening  in  her  large  yard.  “Fortunately, 
most  of  it  is  in  back,  under  huge  old  oak 
trees,  with  a dappling  of  sunlight,”  she 
adds.  “I  don’t  do  ‘lawn,’  so  I’m  going  to  have 
to  do  some  fast  work  with  ground  cover, 
xeriscaping,  etc.,  in  front.” 

Cathy  Goodwin  says  she  originally 
planned  to  spend  a year  in  Philadelphia; 
however,  she  ended  up  buying  a condo  in 
Old  City— near  Independence  Hall  and  the 
Delaware  River— and  plans  to  be  there  at 
least  two  more  years,  with  her  dog  and  two 
cats.  She  notes  that  the  Barnard  Club  of 
Philadelphia  has  been  very  welcoming  and 
supportive. 

Not  wanting  to  retire  completely, 

Cathy  continues  her  Internet  business 
activity  and  is  considering  doing  some 
university  teaching,  since  she  taught 
marketing  for  many  years  and  sometimes 
misses  academia.  She’s  also  taking 
improv  classes  and  ceramics,  and  she’s 
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a volunteer  historical  tour  guide  with 
American  Institute  of  Architects. 

Cita  Stuntz  Stelzer  writes  that  her 
new  book,  Dinner  with  Churchill:  Policy 
Making  at  the  Dinner  Table,  was  published 
in  Great  Britain  by  Pegasus  in  October 
201 1 to  very  good  reviews,  and  it  spent 
five  weeks  on  the  Evening  Standard's 
best-seller  list.  The  U.S.  edition  will  be 
published  in  October,  and  her  second 
Churchill  book  is  scheduled  for  2014. 

Cita,  who  previously  worked  for  NYC 
mayor  John  Lindsay  and  New  York 
governor  Hugh  Carey,  was  a freelance 
journalist  and  a research  associate  at 
the  Hudson  Institute.  She  is  currently  a 
reader  at  Churchill  College,  Cambridge, 
and  a member  of  the  board  of  the  Churchill 
Centre  and  trustee  of  Wigmore  Hall. 

Ellen  Kozak 
P.O.  Box  380 

Milwaukee,  Wl  53201-0380 
kozak@alum.  barnard.  edu 

Martha  Andes  Ziskind 
2311  Douglas  Boulevard 
Louisville,  KY  40205-1709 
mzisklnd@wyattfirm.com 
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Judith  Pinsof  Meyer  continues  to 
work  in  dispute  resolution.  A lawyer 
since  1974,  she  serves  as  an  arbitrator, 
mediator,  special  master,  and  judge  pro 
tern  in  complex  commercial  disputes  and 
teaches  the  subject  at  Cornell  Law  School. 
She  and  her  husband,  Marshall,  a chair 
professor  at  the  Wharton  School,  have 
six  grandchildren.  Judith  is  a member 
of  the  board  and  an  associate  national 
commissioner  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League. 

Joy  Markman  Davis  reports  the  birth 
of  her  third  grandchild,  Beatrice  Harper 
Lew.  The  Davises  are  busy  planning  for 
their  son  Ethan's  bar  mitzvah  in  October. 
Ethan's  nephew,  Joy's  grandson.  Max, 
just  turned  12.  Joy  and  her  husband 
enjoy  traveling.  Last  year,  they  toured 
western  Turkey  with  a Catholic  priest  from 
Brisbane,  Australia,  and  an  Indian  couple 
who  live  in  Dubai.  In  February,  they  spent 
some  time  in  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  in  April, 
they  vacationed  in  Playa  del  Carmen, 


Mexico,  where  Joy  learned  to  use  her 
Kindle  Fire. 

E-mail  messages  have  been  reminding 
me  to  “save  the  date”  for  my  50th  high 
school  reunion.  Of  course,  this  also  means 
that  it  has  been  50  years  since  I,  and  most 
of  you,  began  our  studies  at  Barnard. 

Can  that  really  be  true?  Fifty  years  ago, 

I moved  into  a triple  in  8 Hewitt  with 
Barbara  (Bonnie)  Hilkevitch  Ida  and 
Diane  Raphael.  Just  a few  months  later,  I 
joined  Barbara  Leon  in  a double  in  Reid, 
and  I met  Sheila  Insoft  Weinstein,  who 
would  become  my  sister-in-law. 

How  have  you  spent  the  past  50  years? 

Marcia  Weinstein  Stern 
5 Rural  Drive 

Scarsdale,  NY  10583-7701 
rlchmar13@aol.com 

Karin  Prager  Lipson 
43  Greystone  Road 
Rockville  Centre,  NY  11570-4512 
klip626@aol.com 
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For  the  first  time,  we  saw  ourselves  as 
more  senior  alums,  but  still  intellectually 
alive  and  physically  pretty  energetic. 
Attendees  for  at  least  part  of  the 
festivities  included  Susan  Abramowitz, 
Carol  Reichenstein  Christiaanse, 

Ann  Davis,  Amy  Kallman  Epstein, 
llene  Rubin  Fish,  Jeannette  Laur  Flax, 
Barbara  Orlin  Greenwald,  Estelle 
Haferling,  Miriam  (Mimi)  Kahal 
Hughes,  Joan  Lerner  Johnson,  Jessica 
Lobel  Kahn,  Dana  Gleicher  Kissner, 
Rochelle  Tinkelman  Kolin,  Karen 
Kraskow,  Rosalie  Salerno  Lamonte, 
Jane  Price  Laudon,  Barbara  Mann, 
Naomi  Greitzer  Marcus,  Eva  Mayer, 
Josephine  Mongiardo-Cooper,  Abby 
Pariser,  Rhea  Segal  Parson,  Marcia 
Left  Rosenbaum,  Deanne  Shapiro, 
Terry  Colen  Shapiro,  Janet  Carlson 
Taylor,  Cathy  Feola  Weisbrod,  Sarabjit 
Kaur  Zavaleta,  Elizabeth  Field  Zucker, 
and  Arleen  Hurwitz  Zuckerman. 
Annette  Stramesi  Kahn,  editor  of 
Barnard  Magazine,  \o\ned  us  when  her 
busy  schedule  allowed  as  did  Susan 
Seigle,  coordinator  in  Alumnae  Affairs. 

Some  highpoints  of  the  weekend  were 


a panel  on  the  contemporary  meaning  of 
feminism,  a great  dance  performance  at 
Minor  Latham,  a lecture  on  the  politics  of 
a presidency,  a retrospective  by  Elizabeth 
Neiditz  Benedict  '76  on  how  one  evolves 
into  a writer,  and  a moving  presentation 
by  a panel  of  alumnae  encompassing  a 
number  of  decades  on  “Mentors,  Muses 
and  Monsters."  Many  activities,  including 
our  class  dinner  were  in  The  Diana 
Center,  a very  compelling  work  of  modern 
architecture.  The  cuisine  was  top  rate,  and 
orchestrated  by  Liz  Neumark  '77. 

The  Friday  night  class  dinner  forced 
us  ail  to  reflect  on  the  past  five  years  and 
life  events  that  we  had  experienced.  The 
Saturday  luncheon  generated  meaningful 
small-group  discussions  on  the  process 
of  change  versus  retirement,  the  ways 
to  anticipate  the  transition  involved  in 
considering  retirement,  those  that  hope  to 
never  retire  and  why,  and  the  realities  of 
care  giving  and  dealing  with  health  issues. 
Esteiie  compiled  a great  bibliography  of 
resources.  Discussions  to  be  continued. 

We  capped  the  weekend  by  a Sunday 
morning  docent  tour  of  the  recently 
renovated  New  York-Historical  Society. 

Estelle  Haferling  chaired  a very  active 
reunion-planning  committee,  which 
included  Susan  Abramowitz,  Christine 
Nodini  Bullen,  llene  Fish,  Joan  Johnson, 
Karen  Kraskow,  Abby  Pariser,  Terry 
Shapiro,  Janet  Taylor,  Cathy  Weisbrod,  and 
Arleen  Hurwitz  Zuckerman.  Arleen  and 
Jessica  Kahn  partnered  on  a great  '67 
class  booklet.  And  Janet,  as  nominating 
committee  chair,  produced  a slate  of 
officers  for  our  next  five  years.  Estelle  will 
move  from  vice  president  to  president, 
Terry  Shapiro  and  Adrienne  Aaron 
Rulnick  will  share  the  vice  presidency 
and  Cathy  Weisbrod  will  continue  as  class 
correspondent.  Adrienne  and  Terry  will  be 
responsible  for  planning  our  50th  reunion 
and  are  open  to  ideas  as  you  have  them. 

Cathy  Feola  Weisbrod 
203  Allston  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139-3917 
617.876.0284 

Catherine.Weisbrod@opm.gov 
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Due  to  an  error  in  editing,  Rosalie 
Siegel’s  name  was  printed  incorrectly  as 
Rosalie  Rudes  Siegel  in  the  spring  issue. 
We  apologize  for  the  error. 

I received  this  great  note  from  Irene 
Finel-Honigman:  “I  enjoyed  your 
weather-related  Class  Notes.  Actually, 
my  daughter,  Ana,  and  I were  caught  in 
Hurricane  Irene  in  Vermont  last  year— a 
week  without  water,  electricity,  land  lines; 
and  nearly  three  weeks  with  no  roads  on 
the  mountain.  The  community  was  just 
wonderful,  and  Vermonters  proved  their 
extraordinary  resilience,  solidarity,  and 
kindness.  I am  teaching  on  the  ongoing 
European  crisis,  am  listed  as  a media 
expert  on  EU  issues  for  SIPA,  and  am  a 
frequent  contributor  to  Bloomberg  radio 
and  TV  on  the  political  and  historical 
context  of  these  events." 

Dian  Goldston  Smith  e-mailed  that 
Dianne  Dwyer  Modestini,  a paintings 
conservator  who  was  featured  in  Barnard's 
winter  2012  issue,  helped  to  identify  and 
restore  a lost  Leonardo  da  Vinci  painting. 
ArtNews  magazine  and  BBC  TV  have  also 
covered  the  story. 

Lynn  D.  Gordon,  professor  emerita 
of  history  at  the  University  of  Rochester 
and  a scholar  of  gender,  education, 
ethnicity,  and  diplomacy,  died  on  Feb.  9, 
after  a long  struggle  with  cancer.  She 
was  65.  From  the  University’s  Web  site: 

“A  respected  teacher,  generous  mentor, 
and  an  intellectual  with  unusually 
wide-ranging  interests,  Professor  Gordon 
was  known  for  her  pioneering  study  of 
women  in  higher  education  at  the  turn  of 
the  century.  She  was  a valued  member 
of  both  the  Warner  School  of  Education, 
where  she  served  as  associate  dean 
and  director  of  graduate  studies,  and 
the  department  of  history,  where  she 
taught  a wide  range  of  courses  on  the 
United  States,  Europe,  and  the  Middle 
East.”  By  all  accounts,  she  was  a woman 
of  exceptional  warmth  who  reached  out 
to  others  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 

Lynn  and  her  husband,  Harold  Wechsler 
(CC  ’67),  were  married  for  30  years  and 
had  two  children,  Abigail  and  Samuel. 

Our  condolences  go  out  to  her  family, 
colleagues,  and  friends. 


Abby  Sommer  Kurnit 
85  Stratford  Avenue 
White  RIains,  NY  10605-2403 
akurnit@alum.barnard.edu 
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Busy  as  always,  our  peripatetic  classmates 
still  found  time  to  send  news.  Even  if,  like 
Kathleen  Clagett  Williams,  it  was  with  a 
brief  exclamation:  ‘‘I  have  finally  completed 
my  PhD  in  linguistics  at  Georgetown 
University!"  She  graduated  in  May. 

Or  if,  like  Erica  Dahl  Jacobs,  it  is  an 
update  labeled  "not  really  ‘news.’"  Erica 
writes  that  after  retiring  from  teaching 
AP  English  in  high  school,  she  has  been 
“teaching  advanced  composition  at 
George  Mason  University  for  the  past  few 
years.  So  ‘retirement’  for  me  is  teaching 
three  courses,  but  crammed  into  only  two 
days.  So  I make  a big  effort  those  two 
days  and  can  slack  off  the  other  five  days. 
In  my  book,  that’s  the  perfect  retirement. 
Our  two  children  are  married,  and  we  have 
a grandson  who  is  nearly  2." 

Pamela  Munro  writes  from  Hollywood, 
Calif.,  where  she  continues  to  shine. 

Her  most  notable  appearance  was  in 
David  Cromer’s  production  of  Our  Town, 
starring  Helen  Hunt,  at  the  Broad  Stage 
in  Santa  Monica.  She  writes,  “It  was 
fascinating  to  watch  this  MacArthur 
Award-winning  director,  and  it  brought 
back  many  theatrical  NYC  memories  (plus 
the  opening  party  was  tres  glam).  There 
have  also  been  various  TV  appearances.” 
Pamela  and  her  husband,  Mark 
Christensen,  are  enjoying  their  28-foot 
sailboat  up  at  Channel  Islands  Harbor  in 
Cxnard. 

Elaine  Kuracina  writes  that  she  made 
an  appearance  in  one  of  her  professional 
modes:  “Dentist  Elaine  was  invited  to 
speak  at  the  Clarkson  University  Science 
Cafe  on  the  subject  ‘Teeth  are  a Blast— the 
Secret  Life  of  Teeth.”'  In  February,  Elaine 
says,  she  “played  Vita,  a ‘cougar’  of  a role, 
in  The  New  York  Idea  at  St.  Lawrence 
University.  In  the  play,  I had  an  ex-husband 
and  two  lovers  ...  I didn’t  know  I could  be 
so  flirty."  She  played  a stage  manager 
in  Dissection  of  an  Olive,  an  indie  movie 
that’s  now  on  the  film-festival  circuit.  In 
September,  Elaine  will  direct  a melodrama 
at  the  Edwards  Cpera  House. 


Close  to  me  geographically  and 
politically,  as  a teacher  of  ancient/classical 
humanities  at  Seminole  State  College  in 
Sanford,  Fla.,  is  this  news  from  Sharon 
Calegari  Armuelles:  “Living  in  Florida 
since  1984  has  been  a challenge  for  my 
progressive  political  leanings,”  she  writes. 

“I  spent  time  at  the  Sanford  Florida  March 
rally  to  demand  justice  for  Trayvon  Martin, 
and  I also  called  in  to  NPR’s  Diane  Rehm 
show  about  the  notorious  ‘stand-your- 
ground’  law  here.  I have  recently  joined 
Emily’s  List  and  the  National  Crganization 
for  Women  in  protest  of  what  I see  as  a 
growing  war  on  women  throughout  this 
country.  Having  heard  Alan  Guttmacher 
speak  while  a student  at  Barnard,  I am 
furious  about  plans  to  defund  Planned 
Parenthood,  which  helped  so  many  of  my 
classmates.  My  heart  has  been  energized 
anew  to  fight  battles  I had  long  believed 
over....  Whoever  says  we  ’69ers  are  retired 
or  complacent  just  has  to  watch  while  I 
sign  every  online  petition  and  write  every 
legislator  and  attend  rallies,  and  cast  my 
vote  in  November  for  a return  to  respect 
for  women  in  our  society.” 

I say:  Right  on!  I was  there  for  Trayvon; 

I sent  my  photography  history  students 
to  document  Al  Sharpton's  marches  and 
speeches.  I was  there  too.  We  all  need  to 
be,  in  these  times. 

Laura  Stewart 

810  West  Howry  Avenue 

Deland,  FL  32720-5287 

386.943.6373 

Istewart40@cfl.rr.com 
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We  were  first-years  at  Barnard  during 
the  '60s,  and  now  we  are  in  our  60s. 

Ada  Beth  Zarn  Cutler  summarizes  this 
decade  well  when  she  writes,  “It’s  that  time 
of  our  lives  when  we  make  big  changes.... 

I am  acutely  aware  of  the  passage  of  time, 
and  I need  more  time  for  family  and  myself 
with  less  work  stress  and  responsibility. 

Not  ready  to  retire,  but  I am  ready  for  a 
different  life."  After  12  “amazing  years” 
as  dean  of  the  college  of  education  and 
human  services  at  New  Jersey's  Montclair 
State  University,  she’s  taking  a year’s 
sabbatical  and  then  returning  to  a faculty 
role.  Her  husband,  Chuck,  and  she  have 
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five  grandchildren  under  the  age  of  6. 

Joan  Pantsios  begins  her  update  with 
“the  good  news”  of  a trip  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  in  late  March,  when  she  saw  the 
cherry  blossoms  and  had  a delightful  visit 
with  Soching  Tsai  and  her  husband. 

In  April,  she  spent  a week  in  Glasgow, 

U.K.,  where  she  admired  Charles  Rennie 
Mackintosh’s  architecture,  and  Dublin, 
Ireland,  where  she  “coveted”  Trinity 
College’s  Long  Library. 

Joan  then  shared  “the  bad  news." 

Just  before  leaving  for  Europe,  she  was 
diagnosed  with  breast  cancer.  By  the 
time  this  is  published,  she  will  have  had  a 
mastectomy  and  probably  will  be  “in  the 
throes  of  chemotherapy.”  She’s  “thinking 
positively,  assisted  in  that  by  so  many 
wonderful  women  who  have  offered  their 
help  and  shared  their  stories  (and  advice).” 
Her  advice  to  Barnard  alumnae:  “Go  get 
your  mammograms,  ladiesi” 

Abby  Glazer  Robinson  is  a 
photographer  who  teaches  at  the  School 
of  Visual  Arts  in  the  BFA  photography 
and  graphic  design  and  advertising 
departments.  She  has  spent  a lot  of 
time  in  Asia,  and  a fair  amount  of  it  on 
grants  (an  Asian  Cultural  Council  Grant 
I to  Vietnam;  a Fulbright  to  Sri  Lanka  and 
j India;  and  an  American  Institute  of  Sri 
i Lankan  Studies  grant  to,  of  course,  Sri 
i Lanka).  Aside  from  making  some  of  her 
‘ own  work  abroad,  she  has  also  written  on 
' Asian  photography  for  Asian  Art  News  and 

i is  a contributing  editor  to  the  Trans-Asia 
Photography  Review.  She  has  been  invited 
to  give  guest  lectures  on  Western  views 
of  Asian  photography  in  Korea,  at  Kyongil 
University  and  at  Keimyung  University, 

'I  and  will  also  be  a featured  speaker  at  the 
I,  Jeonju  Photography  Festival. 

; Elaine  Wood  Shoben  says  she’s  in 

ii  partial  retirement,  and  with  the  extra  time 

[:  she’s  enjoying  things  like  the  Barnard  Club 
;i  of  Tucson  book  group,  which  includes 
I Paula  Lieber  Schlusberg.  Paula  writes, 
“In  the  tradition  of  our  class— to  meet  new 
classmates  at  reunions— Elaine  and  I had 
not  met  until  this  year  in  Tucson,  but  better 
late  than  neverl” 

Carol-Grace  Toussie  Weingarten 
carol.weingarten@villanova.edu 

I Soching  Tsai 
I 301.332.9879 
j soching2006@gmail.com 
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Ellen  Falek  Leonard  became  a 
grandmother  for  the  first  time  when  her 
grandson,  Parker  Thomas  Matthaey,  was 
born  on  March  27.  Ellen  and  her  husband, 
Greg,  visited  him  and  his  parents  in 
Suffolk,  Va.,  in  April. 

Another  first-time  grandmother. 

Carmen  Ramos  Ostow  has  been  on  a 
cloud  since  the  birth  of  her  first  grandchild, 
Mazhira  (Hebrew  for  “light”),  on  Dec.  25, 
201 1.  Carmen’s  daughter  is  a published 
author  of  literature  for  young  adults;  her 
son  is  an  architect  and  artist.  The  two 
have  cowritten  a book  and  are  working 
on  another  project;  she  writes  and  he 
illustrates.  In  2008,  Carmen  opened  her 
own  social  work  practice. 

Fay  Lai  Chew  Matsuda’s  daughter, 
Amy  Matsuda,  works  for  Google,  and 
recently  married  Bevis  Chin,  who  works  for 
AOL. 

Linda  Balagur  Peyster  Zappulla’s 

mother  treated  her  entire  family  to  a 
fabulous  95th  birthday  trip  to  Mexico. 

She  also  joined  them  to  celebrate  the 
graduation  of  Linda’s  son,  Matthew,  from 
the  University  of  Illinois  with  a bachelor  of 
science  in  mechanical  engineering. 

Mary  Lane  is  tweeting  about 
health  care— political  as  well  as  legal 
developments— with  the  Twitter  handle 
@lanegor. 

Ann  Goodstein  will  finish  her  master’s 
in  art  therapy  in  next  spring.  She  has 
completed  her  first  internship  at  a Bellevue 
Hospital  outpatient  psych  clinic,  while 
continuing  to  manage  her  marketing  and 
communications  business.  Her  son  is  a 
sophomore  at  New  Explorations  in  Science 
and  Technology  High  School  and  recently 
was  featured  in  a web  commercial  for  the 
Samsung  Galaxy  Note. 

Last  year,  Janis  Checkanow 
Nelson  opened  the  Beverly  Hills  office 
of  the  New  York-based  law  firm  Cowan, 
DeBaets,  Abrahams  and  Sheppard, 

LLP,  specializing  in  entertainment  and 
intellectual  property  law.  Her  affiliation 
with  a NYC  office  permits  more  frequent 
visits  east.  Janis  is  a founding  board 
member  and  current  board  chair  of  Jewish 
Women’s  Theatre  in  Los  Angeles.  With 
sold  out  performances  and  standing 
ovations,  JWT  recently  premiered  Saffron 
and  Rosewater,  based  on  material 


by  Iranian-American  Jewish  women, 
prominently  featuring  two  pieces  by 
Esther  Amini  Krawitz.  JWT’s  acclaimed 
Stories  From  The  Fringe:  Women  Rabbis 
Revealed,  premiered  in  New  York  at  the 
west  side  JCC  on  June  11. 

Janis  also  sent  news  of  Carrie 
Menkel-Meadow,  who  has  spent  her 
second  year  with  a new  law  school  at  the 
University  of  California,  Irvine,  while  still 
holding  a chaired  appointment  on  the 
law  faculty  at  Georgetown.  She  recently 
published  Complex  Dispute  Resolution,  a 
three-volume  set,  and  the  second  edition 
of  Law  and  Ropular  Culture,  which  she 
coauthored.  She  remains  close  with 
Janis  Nelson  and  Wilma  Liebman,  and 
recently  dined  in  Boston  with  Renee 
Russian  Taketomo;  their  husbands  were 
roommates  43  years  ago. 

Catherine  Bilzor  Cretu 
11489  Chew's  Branch  Road 
Owings,  MD  20736 
301.855.7291 
ccretu@anacondapress.com 

Collins.  The  book,  published  last  year 
by  Wesleyan,  is  about  Janet  Collins,  a 
classical  and  modern  dancer,  and  the  first 
African-American  prima  ballerina  with  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  Ballet.  The  $10,000 
award  recognizes  “authors  of  outstanding 
nonfiction  books  about  the  arts  written  for 
a broad  audience." 
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Some  72  classmates  were  able  to  get  to 
all  or  some  of  reunion  weekend.  There 
was  something  for  everyone.  I can  only 
report  firsthand  on  the  moving  Moth 
storytelling  program,  and  a fun  Thursday 
night  at  Joan  Spivak’s  home.  About 
30  classmates  gathered  at  Joan’s  to 
nibble  and  talk  for  about  three  hours.  It 
was  a nice  eclectic  group,  which  always 
makes  things  interesting  and  surprising. 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  SUMMER  2012  35 


I heard  that  Friday  was  just  grand  with 

Rebecca  Newberger  Goldstein  and 
Jamie  Studley  both  being  honored  with 
Distinguished  Alumna  Awards.  Dr.  Ruth 
Steinberg  was  on  the  “Living  Well,  Aging 
Well"  panel  and  Mila  Oden  Jasey  was  on 
a panel  entitled  “Feminism  and  Feminists 
Today.”  That  night  was  our  class  dinner, 
which,  besides  having  pictures  taken  and 
more  wonderful  conversations,  included 
an  engrossing  talk  by  Professor  Rosalind 
Rosenberg  on  “Feminism  Over  the  Last 
40  Years.”  On  Saturday,  with  this  year's 
Moth  theme  being  “Mentors,  Muses  and 
Monsters,”  Nancy  Newill-Doniger  spoke 
about  her  mentor.  Professor  Baxter. 

In  between  there  were  lots  of  informal 
conversations  and  visits.  The  Saturday 
cocktails  and  gala  had  entertainment  by 
Ginny  Bales  and  the  Bales-Gitlin  Band. 

To  quote  Susan  Baer,  “I  always  leave 
Reunion  wishing  I could  have  talked  to 
far  more  people,  reconnected  to  some, 
vowing  to  stay  in  better  touch  this  time.  I 
tell  friends  that  going  to  Reunion  is  great.  I 
may  not  know  many  of  my  classmates,  but 
they  are  interesting  women  with  stories  to 
tell.  And  all  of  them  shared  a pivotal  period 
in  my  life  if  not  the  life  of  this  country.”  Or 
Katie  Cangelosi:  “There  is  never  enough 
time  to  talk  to  all  the  people  I want  to 
catch  up  with.  The  conversations  always 
seem  to  contain  an  element  of  surprise, 
revelation,  and  celebration  of  all  that  we 
have  seen  and  done.  It  rejuvenates  me.” 

In  attendance  were  Rena  Moskovitz 
Agins,  Goldie  Lieberman  Alfasi- 
Siffert,  Gaya  Aranoff,  Susan  Baer, 

Ginny  Bales,  Karin  Johnson  Barkhorn, 
Francine  Berman,  Verity  Bostick,  Katie 
Cangelosi,  Lucja  Swiatkowski  Cannon, 
Linda  Yancovitz  Carr,  Susan  Clare, 
Janet  Collier,  Susan  Detz,  Maryann 
Fogarty  Di  Liberto,  Dena  Domenicali, 
Nancy  Newill-Doniger,  Evelyn  Ehrlich, 
Marcia  Eisenberg,  Evalynne  Gould 
Elias,  Maria  Enrico,  Diane  Finger, 
Stephanie  Fins,  Martha  Flanders, 
Juliana  Flinn,  Martha  Kramer  Fox, 
Rebecca  Goldstein,  Iris  Goodwin, 
Susanne  Hand.  Elizabeth  Bernstein 
Harrington,  Antoinette  Geyelin  Hoar, 
Babette  Horn,  Karen  Kai  Cheng 
Hsu,  Shoko  Moriwaki  Iwata,  Beverly 
Schreiber  Jacoby,  Judith  Jaffe,  Elaine 
Johnson  James,  Mila  Oden  Jasey,  Enid 
Joffe,  Patricia  Westpheling  Jones, 

Jane  Karp,  Nancy  Klaus,  JoLynn  Klier, 
Carolyn  Kone,  Elizabeth  Marlin  Legatt, 


Valerie  Laporte,  Yael  Margolin,  Karen 
Marisak,  Lynn  Silverstein  Najman, 
Betsy  Nichols,  Susan  Parker,  Naomi 
Silverstein  Pincus,  Vicki  Rosenberg, 
Frances  Sadler,  Suzanne  Levinson 
Samelson,  Kathleen  Burns  Schrader, 
Sally  Brender  Seymour,  Sloat  Shaw, 

Jill  Moser  Shnayer,  Andrea  Silkowitz, 
Ronda  Small,  Joan  Spivak,  Ruth 
Steinberg,  Joanna  Gilman  Strauss, 
Jamie  Studley,  Maralyn  Tabatsky, 

Rachel  Theilheimer,  Helene  Toiv,  Jan 
Vinokour,  Jeanette  Wasserstein,  and 
Wendy  Zeldin. 

Log  in  to  alum.barnard.edu  and  look  for 
the  1972  class  page.  We’ll  have  a lot  of 
Information  on  Reunion,  including  a survey 
that  was  done  for  the  Class  Book.  At  some 
point  there  will  also  be  a recording  of 
Professor  Rosenberg's  talk. 

This  is  my  last  column  after  35  years! 
My  how  time  flies.  It  has  been  an  amazing 
position.  Please  flood  Katie,  your  new 
correspondent,  with  news!  —Marcia 
Eisenberg 

Katie  Cangelosi 
390  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10025 
katiecan3@aol.com 
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Betsy  Groban  writes:  “I  have  lived  with 
my  family  In  Cambridge,  Mass.,  for  more 
than  30  years.  Following  the  death  of  my 
husband,  Alan  Fischer,  in  2010,  I moved 
from  a creaky  old  Victorian  to  a spanking- 
new  town  house  around  the  corner.  After 
10  years  at  WGBH,  I have  been  the 
publisher  of  children's  books  at  Houghton 
Mifflin  Harcourt  for  five  years,  a job  I feel 
fortunate  to  hold  every  single  day.  Cur 
elder  daughter,  Phoebe,  graduated  from 
Williams  and  the  University  of  Michigan 
Law  School  and  is  clerking  for  a federal 
judge  in  Portland,  Maine.  Cur  younger 
daughter,  Hilary,  graduated  from  Brown 
and  has  been  living  in  Mumbai,  India,  of  ail 
places,  for  two  years,  the  first  as  a William 
Clinton  Fellow.  She  will  be  starting  at 
MIT  Sloan  School  of  Management  in  the 
fall.  I see  Janet  Axelrod  whenever  we 
can  find  the  time,  and  I love  bonding  with 
the  (mostly  younger)  alums  in  my  office. 


At  least  once  a year,  I return  to  campus 
when  teaching  at  the  Columbia  publishing 
course  and  am  always  thrilled  to  be  back.” 

Marion  Leeds  Carroll  writes:  “I’m 
setting  up  Music  to  Cure  MS,  my  10th 
annual  concert  to  benefit  the  Accelerated 
Cure  Project  for  Multiple  Sclerosis,  which 
I began  when  my  own  MS  started  limiting 
my  other  activities.  Visit  singtocurems.org 
for  details.” 

Bobbi  Fishbein  Fisher  writes:  “I  have 
been  living  in  Sichuan,  China,  for  three 
and  a half  years  now,  running  a charity 
organization.  Giving  Hand,  and  running 
ultra-distance  bike  events.  I qualified  the 
first  Chinese  bicyclists  for  Paris-Brest- 
Paris  last  August.  This  is  an  incredible 
1,200  km  bike  event  held  every  four  years, 
with  approximately  7,000  riders  from  all 
over  the  world.  I went  with  14  Chinese 
riders  and  it  was  an  adventure,  to  say  the 
least.  I could  not  finish  because  I was 
helping  some  riders  who  quit,  so  my  goal 
is  to  go  back  in  2015  and  finish  at  age  66 
to  set  a record  with  another  woman  who 
finished  at  the  same  age.” 

Barbara  Lehman  Siegel  writes: 

“I  am  the  proud  grandmother  of  Shira 
Rafaella,  born  last  summer  to  my  daughter. 
Rose  '04  (TC  ’10),  and  her  husband, 

Dr.  Jeffrey  Berger.  My  son,  Jackie  (CU 
Architecture  ’07),  and  his  wife,  Bruria, 
are  the  proud  parents  of  my  three  other 
delicious  grandchildren,  ages  5 to  1. 1 am 
close  friends  with  my  sister-in-law,  Marcia 
Eichenbaum  Herschmann  '72,  and  with 
Fay  Feldman  Kranzier,  Phyllis  Weisberg 
Greenblum  '75,  and  Marilyn  Steinberg 
Lauer  '74,  and  I live  near  Lynne  Haims 
'71  and  Deborah  Schick  Laufer  '82,  all 
of  whom  are  doing  great.  My  husband  of 
32  years.  Gene,  is  active  in  real  estate 
development  in  Virginia,  and  I am  busy 
as  a part-time  lawyer,  hoping  to  become 
more  active  as  a mediator.  Trying  to 
keep  my  mind  alert  and  challenged,  I am 
learning  French.  Got  away  with  Hebrew 
as  my  language  requirement  (no  stretch, 
as  I’d  gone  to  a Hebrew-speaking  high 
school),  so  finally  I am  actually  learning  a 
new  language.  II  est  tres  amusant.  We  live 
outside  Washington,  D.C.  All  in  all,  I am 
grateful  that  all  in  my  family  are  well  and 
living  fulfilling  lives.”  —JR 

Jessica  Raimi 
6 Varick  Street,  Apt.  7A 
New  York,  NY  10013 
jraimi@earthlink.net 
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Born  to  Run 

Mila  Oden  Jasey  '72 

Mila  Oden  Jasey  didn’t  plan  to  be  a public 
servant,  but  her  family  set  an  example  she 
couldn’t  help  but  follow.  Her  father  taught 
West  African  history  and  worked  alongside 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  at  the  dawn  of  the 
civil-rights  movement.  Her  mother  worked  as 
a professor  of  home  economics  at  Cuttington 
University  in  Liberia. 

Their  work  took  Jasey  and  her  nine  siblings  to  eight  different  cities, 
including  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Suakoko,  Liberia,  before  they  settled  in  Saint 
Paul,  Minnesota,  where  Jasey  graduated  from  Saint  Paul’s  High  School.  Those 
travels  gave  her  perspective.  “I  saw  firsthand  that  where  you  live,  where  you  go 
to  school,  and  what  health  care  you  can  afford  are  all  profoundly  linked,”  Jasey 
says  now.  “The  kids  who  didn’t  go  the  best  schools  also  didn’t  live  in  the  best 
neighborhoods  or  have  access  to  the  best  health  care.” 

Jasey  came  to  Barnard  in  1968.  The  Vietnam  War  and  the  civil-rights 
movement  were  in  full  swing;  the  Morningside  Heights  campus  was  an  exciting 
social  laboratory.  A study  abroad  grant  allowed  her  to  spend  one  summer  in 
West  Africa,  where  she  studied  history  and  befriended  a public-health  nurse 
who  helped  her  plot  her  course.  “She  convinced  me  getting  a master’s  in 
nursing  would  allow  me  to  travel  and  make  a difference,”  Jasey  says. 

Jasey  graduated  from  Pace  University’s  nursing  program  in  1976,  but  a blind 
date  derailed  her  plans  to  travel.  She  met  her  husband,  Neil,  and  put  down 
roots  in  South  Orange,  N.J.  Once  her  second  child  was  born,  she  left  nursing 
to  stay  home  with  her  kids. 

In  the  end,  Jasey’s  children  were  the  catalyst  for  her  life’s  work.  She  joined 
the  PTA,  worked  with  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  and  founded  the  New 
Jersey  Task  Force  for  Breast  Feeding.  In  1999  she  was  appointed  to  the  South 
Orange-Maplewood  Board  of  Education  and  eventually  served  as  its  president. 
“My  children  led  me  back  to  public  education,”  says  Jasey,  who  is  now  61.  “I 
could  see  that  people  who  knew  how  to  work  the  system  got  more  out  of  it 
than  others  who  were  left  behind.” 

In  2007  Jasey  was  asked  by  the  Essex  County  Democratic  Committee  to 
finish  the  outgoing  incumbent’s  term  as  state  representative  for  New  Jersey’s 
27th  District.  Two  terms  later,  she’s  still  serving  the  underserved.  In  2008 
she  sponsored  a bill  mandating  that  communities  meet  their  affordable 
housing  obligations.  She  also  sponsored  New  Jersey’s  pioneering  anti-bullying 
legislation.  “Some  people  are  tremendous  planners.  They  plot  out  their  path  in 
advance,”  Jasey  says.  “I  can’t  say  I did  that.  But  when  I look  back  it  all  makes 
sense.”  — Harper  Willis 


Judi  Hasson 
6203  Loch  Raven  Drive 
McLean,  VA  22101 
judihasson@gmail.com 
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Susan  Weintraub  Leibtag  moved  to 
Israel  with  her  husband,  Bernard  (CL) 
Business  ’79),  in  January  after  retiring 
from  Johns  Hopkins  University.  She  lives 
in  Modi'in,  close  to  her  two  daughters 
and  grandchildren.  She  works  for  a 
company  that  provides  management  and 
administrative  support  to  entrepreneurial 
companies  in  the  U.S. 

Jill  Gay  reports  that  she,  Dr.  Karen 
Hardee,  and  Melanie  Croce-Gaiis  have 
coauthored  a Web  site  called  What  Works 
for  Women  and  Girls:  Evidence  for  HIV/ 
AIDS  Intervenfions,  whatworksforwomen. 
org.  It  was  launched  at  the  International 
AIDS  Conference  in  Washington,  D.C., 
in  July.  Her  husband,  Stuart  Shapiro, 
is  still  working  on  AIDS  vaccines.  Her 
stepdaughter,  Akinyi  Shapiro,  graduated 
from  Brown  University  and  is  now  with  the 
Peace  Corps  in  Botswana. 

At  the  end  of  January,  Ellen  Krasik 
retired  from  a 35-year  career  in  senior 
posifions  doing  strategic  planning,  new 
business  development,  facilities  planning, 
and  construction  in  academic  medical 
centers— the  last  17  years  at  Weill  Cornell 
Medical  College.  Her  previous  positions 
were  at  NYU  Medical  Center,  University 
of  Florida  Health  Sciences  Center,  and 
Albert  Einstein  Medical  Center.  “It's  been 
a wonderful,  relentless,  educational, 
challenging,  and  demanding  ride,  but  it 
was  time  for  me  to  get  off  the  merry-go- 
round  and  live  a more  peaceful,  measured 
life."  This  includes  helping  family  members 
with  health  problems,  reading,  cooking, 
walking  her  first  pet  dog,  Lucy,  all  over 
New  York,  going  to  the  theatre,  museums, 
and  concerts,  swimming,  traveling, 
enjoying  New  York  City  with  friends  and 
family,  and  “trying  to  make  sense  out  of 
the  years  of  neglected  personal  paperwork 
...  digitizing  101."  She  also  hopes  to  audit  a 
course  or  two  at  Barnard. 

Barbara  Agostini  Solomon- 
Speregen's  son,  Sid  Solomon,  recently 
appeared  as  Cassius  in  the  Acting 
Company's  off-Broadway  production  of 


Julius  Caesar.  “Nice  review  in  The  New 
York  Times,"  says  his  proud  mom. 

In  2006,  Joyce  Marshall  Woodson 

retired  from  elected  office  (Alexandria, 
Va.,  city  council)  and  returned  to  the 
commercial/residential  real  estate 
brokerage  business.  She  has  three 
children,  two  sons-in-law,  and  two 
grandchildren.  She  has  started  a new 
wellness  business  featuring  Mila,  a whole 
raw  food.  She’s  also  on  the  faculty  at 
the  Center  for  Progressive  Leadership 


in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  she  coaches 
leader  fellows.  Parent  Leadership  Training 
Institute  of  Alexandria,  the  leadership 
nonprofit  organization  she  founded,  is  in  its 
sixth  year. 

Following  the  success  of  her  novel. 

In  the  King's  Arms,  Sonia  Taitz's  new 
memoir.  The  Watchmaker’s  Daughter, 
comes  out  in  October.  The  book  deals  with 
her  upbringing  as  the  daughter  of  Yiddish- 
speaking Holocaust  survivors  and  has 
received  advance  praise  as  “a  haunting 
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meditation  on  the  nature  of  time  itself"  and 
"a  heartbreaking  memoir  of  healing  power 
and  redeeming  devotion,  with  the  dovish 
beauty  and  levitating  spirit  of  a psalm."  For 
more  information,  visit  soniataitz.com. 

Kobie  Thakar  writes  that  her  father, 
artist  Markand  Thakar,  passed  away  early 
this  year.  She’s  organizing  her  first  art 
show,  a retrospective  of  his  work,  and 
would  welcome  any  advice. 

After  32  years  in  broadcasting,  Lisa 
Churchville  took  early  retirement  last 
spring.  She  has  been  working  with  an 
educational  software  firm.  Lesson  Writer, 
lessonwriter.com.  The  team  from  the  firm, 
which  includes  Jennifer  Applebaum  '05, 
is  doing  a 12-week  business  accelerator 
called  Beta  Springs.  Beta  Springs  offers 
mentors,  advisers,  and  legal  and  financial 
assistance  to  help  entrepreneurs  who  are 
launching  disruptive  technologies.  The 
program  includes  some  seed  capital  and 
office  space. 

Renee  Prince-Pascal’s  daughter, 
Melanie,  graduated  from  Brown  University 
in  May.  She’s  a Division  I swimmer  and 
received  the  2012  Brown  University 
swimming  and  diving  scholar  athlete 
award.  Melanie  is  premed  and  plans 
to  attend  medical  school  in  the  future. 

Her  older  brother,  Scott,  is  a second- 
year  medical  student  at  University  of 
Massachusetts  Medical  School,  and  her 
younger  brother,  Alex,  is  a first-year  at 
Brown.  “I  am  a practicing  orthopedic 
surgeon,  as  is  my  husband,”  she  writes. 

Solange  De  Santis 
123  Mamaroneck  Avenue,  Apt.  616 
Mamaroneck,  NY  10543 
914.835.0923 

solange@solangedesantis.com 
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Susan  Sommer  Klapkin  writes  that 
she  was  at  the  Project  Continuum  Lunar 
New  Year  Dinner  Celebrating  the  Year  of 
the  Dragon  and  met  Lisa  Phillips  Davis, 
Jane  Horn,  Antonia  (Toni)  Vellios 
Kouretsos,  Sylvia  Wong  Seid,  and 
Pat  Tinto.  Lisa,  Pat,  Susan,  and  Sandra 
Ingram  attended  the  Women  in  Public 
Service  Colloquium  in  Washington,  D.C., 
which  was  reported  in  the  winter  issue  of 
Barnard.  Toni  recently  retired  from  Xerox 


Corp.  She  has  three  children  and  lives  in 
Brooklyn  with  her  husband  of  34  years, 
Mark.  Her  eldesf  daughfer,  Caroline, 
graduated  from  Wagner  College  in  May. 
Her  son,  Peter,  is  a junior  at  Loyola 
College  in  Maryland,  and  her  youngest, 
Barbara,  is  a first-year  at  Iona  College. 

The  Barnard  Club  of  Central  Jersey 
met  In  Princeton  to  see  former  Barnard 
professor  Elaine  Pagels.  Linda  Chang 
Chew  '73,  Ellen  Fishman  Borrow, 

Susan  Klapkin,  and  Tirza  Wahrman  ’78 
aftended  a talk  and  book  signing  for 
Pagels  at  the  Princeton  Barnes  & Noble. 
We  were  fortunate  to  get  a picture  of 
Susan  and  Prof.  Pagels,  who  now  teaches 
at  Princeton.  We  reminisced  about  our 
college  days  and  traded  stories  about  what 
we  are  currently  doing.  Tirza  is  delighted 
that  her  daughter,  Deena  Mitlak,  graduated 
from  Barnard  in  May. 

Elizabeth  Neiditz  Benedict’s 
compilation  of  edited  essays.  Mentors, 
Muses,  & Monsters:  30  Writers  on  the 
People  Who  Changed  Their  Lives,  has 
been  released  in  paperback.  It  includes 
essays  by  Barnard  professor  Mary  Gordon 
’71,  Sigrid  Nunez  ’72,  and  former  Barnard 
professor  Caryl  Phillips.  The  theme  of 
the  book  was  the  focus  of  an  event  at  the 
2012  reunion,  where  alumnae  storytellers 
related  experiences  with  their  “mentors, 
muses,  or  monsters"  at  Barnard. 

Ellen  Fishman  Borrow 
30  Suffolk  Lane 

Princeton  Junction,  NJ  08550-1240 

609.213.9085 

elleborrow@yahoo.com 
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Our  35th  reunion  was  great!  We 
participated  in  stimulating  discussions, 
enjoyed  amazing  food  and  music, 
hugged  and  cried.  Not  only  was  Liz 
Neumark  honored  as  recipient  of  the 
Woman  of  Achievement  Award,  but  her 
company  Great  Performances  catered 
all  the  delicious  meals!  Also,  Mary  Ann 
LoFrumento  is  in  the  midst  of  serving 
her  elected  five-term  as  president  of  the 
Alumnae  Association.  In  attendance  were 
Brenda  Aiken,  Deborah  Aschheim, 
Kathy  Best,  Lorinda  Begam  Camparo, 
Po-Chun  Ng  Cheng,  Wanda  Chin, 


Marianthe  Colakis,  Joan  Feldstein 
DeSalvatore,  Jackie  Koch  Ellenson, 
Carla  Engler,  Carole  Mahoney  Everett, 
Jami  Fields,  Lucinda  Finley,  Francine 
Benzaken  Click,  Janet  Goldstein, 

Emily  Gould,  Evelyn  Berger  Hartman, 
Jesse  Jean-Rush,  Ruth  Leibowitz, 

Mary  Ann  LoFrumento,  Ruth  Marquis, 
Christine  Riep  Mason,  Olga  Miheyev 
Nedeltscheff,  Liz  Neumark,  Poppy 
Gandler  Orchier,  Faith  Paulsen, 
Theresa  Racht,  Katherine  Raymond, 
Miranda  Warren  Sacharin,  Elena 
Seibert,  and  Andrea  Shepard. 

Our  class  dinner  included  a bittersweet 
note  as  we  remembered  our  dear 
classmate  and  friend  Nancy  E.  Crown. 
Nancy  died  peacefully  with  her  family 
at  her  side  in  Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  on  April 
5,  2012,  after  a long  battle  with  cancer. 
Nancy  will  always  be  remembered  for 
her  love  of  life,  deep  connection  with 
Judaism,  and  gift  for  friendship.  Nancy’s 
professional  journey  started  in  BHR  as  an 
undergraduate  residence  counselor,  led 
info  special  educafion,  traveled  through 
the  corporate  world  and  ended  with  her 
founding  Nancy  Crown,  PA.  Law  Firm  and 
Crystal  Title  Company.  Nancy  loved  books, 
theatre,  art,  baking,  ballroom  dancing,  and 
Barnard.  She  served  as  class  treasurer 
from  2007  to  2012  and  attended  all  our 
reunions.  Nancy  is  survived  by  her  children, 
Rebecca  and  Adam,  mother,  Joanne,  and 
sister,  Valerie  Crown  ’80. 

The  highlight  of  the  weekend  was  the 
Class  of  1977  “The  Art  of  Reinvention" 
breakfast,  generously  hosted  by  Theresa 
Racht.  We  gathered  in  her  cozy  apartment 
to  share  pastries  and  bagels  and  discuss 
all  the  “reinventions"  we  have  experienced 
in  our  lives:  career  paths  with  unexpected 
twists  and  turns;  the  challenges  of 
marriage,  children,  divorce,  or  the  single 
life;  the  difficult  transitions  of  relocating  or 
losing  our  parents. 

The  morning  flew  by  as  we  shared  so 
much  news  that  I’ll  have  to  save  most  of 
if  for  future  columns,  so  watch  this  space 
for  updates  on  all  the  fascinating  and  busy 
women  who  were  there.  We  concluded 
that  our  first  act  of  reinvention  was 
attending  Barnard  in  the  first  place~and 
we  haven’t  stopped  reinventing  yet! 

On  Sunday  afternoon  some  of  us  took 
a walking  tour  of  Harlem,  led  by  84-year- 
old  Columbia  man  Andy  Owens  of  Harlem 
Heritage  Tours.  Andy  led  us  past  the 
African  market,  the  Apollo  Theater,  Amy 
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Ruth's,  and  more.  By  happy  coincidence, 
the  tour  took  us  past  the  mural  on 
125th  Street  and  Adam  Clayton  Powell 
Blvd.,  which  my  son  helped  to  paint  as 
an  instructor  for  a summer  program  for 
neighborhood  teens  several  years  ago. 

We  missed  those  who  were  unable 
to  attend.  Photos  and  videos  will  soon 
be  available  on  alum.barnard.edu.  Also, 
if  you’re  on  Facebook,  please  join  our 
Barnard  College  Class  of  1977  page. 

This  is  my  first  column  as  your  new 
class  correspondent.  Many  thanks  to 
Carole  Everett  for  her  service.  Please  keep 
me  posted  about  your  news. 

Faith  Paulsen 
809  Irenic  Court 
Norristown,  PA  19403 
faithjp@aol.com 
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Cindy  Ladopoulos  writes  about  the 
mini-reunion  that  was  held  on  April  22 
at  Beecher’s  New  York:  “Beecher’s  was 
very  nice  and  we  actually  got  to  see  the 
I cheese-making  process....  Even  though 
...  we  were  only  six  people,  we  had 
enough  laughs  for  a dozen.  Those  present 
were  Fern  Hanover,  Nanette  (Nina) 
Hennessey,  Terry  Newman,  Amy 
Cogan  Ramson,  Raquel  Solomon, 
and  myself.’’ 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  Garden 
State  10th  anniversary  Go  Red  for  Women 
luncheon,  on  May  12,  was  our  very  own 
Nieca  Goldberg.  Nieca  is  an  advocate  for 
; women’s  health  and  has  written  numerous 
books  and  articles  about  it.  She  and 
Deborah  Newman  Shapiro  get  together 
as  often  as  they  can. 

Laurie  Weisman  remains  close 
with  her  “Barnard  buddy”  (who  is  also  a 
: high  school  friend),  Shelley  Saltzman, 
and  has  connected  to  other  alumnae 
through  Facebook.  Laurie  says  she 
“took  advantage  of  the  new  privilege  and 
married  my  longtime  partner  (33  years) 
on  Jan.  27.  No  party.  Nothing  emotional. 
Just  wanted  to  stand  up  and  be  counted. 
Also  realized  a lifelong  dream  and  had  a 
documentary— P/nd/nsf  Ka/man— broadcast 
! on  public  television.  I made  it  with  my  wife, 
i and  it’s  garnered  several  awards  already, 
i It’s  been  a project  of  the  Memory  Project 


Productions,  the  nonprofit  organization 
we  founded  to  share  stories  of  Holocaust 
and  genocide  survivors  in  order  to  combat 
apathy,  bigotry,  and  hatred.” 

Candice  Agree  was  named  music 
director  of  Concierto,  a syndicated  weekly 
classical  music  program  presented  in 
Spanish  and  English,  produced  by  North 
Carolina  public  radio  station  WDAV  and 
heard  on  public  radio  stations  across 
the  U.S.  Candice  also  hosts  Saturday 
afternoons  at  WDAV  from  her  studio 
in  midtown  Manhattan,  produces  and 
hosts  her  own  syndicated  radio  program. 
The  Spanish  Hour,  and  is  the  promo  and 
off-camera  announcer  for  CBS  News’s 
Sunday  Morning  with  Charles  Osgood.  In 
a plug  for  her  husband,  she  adds  that  in 
her  free  time,  she  enjoys  rereading  David 
Susskind:  A Televised  Life,  written  by  her 
husband,  Stephen  Battaglio. 

RukhI  Schaechter,  a columnist  with 
the  Yiddish  newspaper  The  Forward, 
writes  in  about  her  family:  “My  son,  Naftali 
Ejdelman,  has  been  preparing  for  the  first 
full  summer  of  Yiddish  Farm,  an  organic 
farm  he  cofounded  in  Goshen,  N.Y.,  where 
students  learn  Yiddish  language  and 
culture  in  the  morning  and  work  the  land  in 
the  afternoon.  If  only  my  father,  Mordkhe 
Schaechter,  Yiddish  lecturer  at  Columbia 
for  more  than  30  years  and  a lifelong 
nature  lover,  had  lived  to  see  this.” 

Stephanie  Litwack  Block  lives 
in  NYC  with  her  husband,  Eric,  and 
their  sons,  Michael  and  Cary.  Michael 
is  a sophomore  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  majoring  in  politics, 
philosophy,  and  economics  and  minoring 
in  French.  He  is,  she  writes,  “a  boy  after 
his  mother’s  heart,  since  I myself  was  a 
French  major  at  Barnard.  He  will  be  going 
to  Reid  Hall  this  fall  to  study  in  Paris  at 
the  Columbia-Penn  program,  and  will 
hopefully  be  able  to  take  some  classes 
at  Sciences  Po,  in  keeping  with  his  keen 
interest  in  political  science.”  Cary  is  a 
first-year  at  Brooklyn  Technical  High 
School,  with  a rigorous  math,  science,  and 
technology  curriculum.  He  has  also  been 
studying  jazz  piano  with  a well-known 
jazz  pianist.  Stephanie  has  freelance 
work  as  an  educational  consultant, 
helping  high  school  seniors  to  edit  their 
college  essays.  She  has  two  e-books: 
College  Admissions  Advice  in  a Nutshell 
and  Understanding  New  York  City  High 
School  Admissions. 

Irene  Fish  Gottesman  has  started 


a new  career  teaching  business  at  a 
local  college.  She  was  inspired  by  doing 
volunteer  tutoring  at  a local  public 
school.  Irene’s  youngest  daughter  is 
now  a sophomore  at  Barnard  and  loves 
it.  She  invited  Irene  to  sit  in  on  some 
classes  with  her,  and  Irene  reports,  “It 
was  great  being  back  in  a Barnard  and 
Columbia  classroom.  It’s  a lot  easier  when 
you  don’t  have  to  worry  about  a midterm.” 

Deborah  Newman  Shapiro 
28  Hemlock  Road 
Livingston,  NJ  07039 
201.417.4431/Fax:  201.272.0059 
barnard1979@gmail.com 

llise  Levy  Feitshans 
SAFEWORK 
Caisse  Postale  500 
CH  1211  Geneva 
Switzerland 
ilise@prodigy.net 
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Thank  you  all  for  the  e-mails  and  calls 
in  appreciation  of  my  having  written  the 
column  lo  these  many  years  without  ever 
resorting  to  hacking  anyone’s  voicemail 
for  news.  This  is  obviously  due  to  my 
fine  sense  of  ethics— why,  I won’t  even 
relay  the  adorable  account  Faye  Steiner 
Fishman  posted  on  Facebook,  since  she 
didn’t  say  I could— and  not  the  fact  that  I 
have  trouble  retrieving  my  own  messages, 
let  alone  hacking  into  someone  else’s. 
Speaking  of  journalism,  two  journalist 
classmates  check  in  this  time.  Preeva 
Adler  Tramiel  attended  the  Erma 
Bombeck  humor  writers’  conference 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  April.  ‘As  a 'Jewess 
with  Attitude,’  I’ve  been  blogging  for 
the  Jewish  Women’s  Archive  and 
enjoy  that  very  much.  I attended  the 
Personal  Digital  Archiving  conference  in 
February  for  them,  and  my  next  project 
is  interviewing  important  Silicon  Valley 
women  for  a series  I call  ‘Jewish  Mothers 
of  Technology.’  (Jewish  Mothers  of 
Invention?)  Both  my  boys  (ages  24  and 
21)  are  out  of  the  house  and  working  for  a 
high-tech  fabrication  company,  in  a clean 
room,  which  surprises  me,  considering 
all  the  stuff  they  left  behind  when  they 
moved  out....  I will  become  president  of 
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Congregation  Etz  Chayim  in  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.,  on  June  10,  2012.”  Etz  Chayim 
is  a liberal  unaffiliated  congregation,  of 
which  Sheryl  Nowitz  Klein  '89  was  once 
president  as  well.  Preeva  has  also  taken 
up  Jewish  genealogy,  and  she  attended 
the  32nd  annual  lAJGS  conference  in 
Paris  in  July. 

Meanwhile,  busy  wrifer/editor  Lois 
Elfman  writes,  “Lisa  Menke  Stuart  and 

I had  what  is  now  our  annual  Easter-time 
get-together  when  she  visits  New  York 
City.  We  enjoyed  lunch  at  the  Columbia 
University  Club  in  midtown  and  discussed 
a couple  of  my  recent  articles  for  Bespoke, 
the  in-room  magazine  for  St.  Regis  hotels. 
Lisa  provided  a couple  of  incredibly  useful 
contacts  for  a piece  I just  completed." 

Christine  Edwards,  MD,  also  sends 
an  update.  She  lives  in  sunny  Parkland, 

Fla.  (near  Fort  Lauderdale),  with  her 
husband,  two  teenage  sons,  and  a poodle. 
Her  sons  are  in  high  school,  and  the  elder 
plays  lacrosse  while  the  younger  dances 
competitively.  You  have  to  imagine  the 
poodle's  activities  for  yourself.  Here's 
what  Christine  is  up  to:  “I  continue  to 
practice  maternal-fetal  medicine  with 
an  associate  and  have  offices  in  Coral 
Springs  and  Boca  Raton.  I am  an  amateur 
photographer  and  electronics  junkie  and 
still  enjoy  reading  lots.” 

Amber  Spence  Zeidler 
4601  Vista  de  Oro  Avenue 
Woodland  Hills,  CA  91364-5604 
818.704.7457 
misatindol@aol.com 
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Our  30th  reunion,  May  31  to  June  4,  was 
truly  incredible.  It  was  wonderful  to  see 
so  many  classmates  from  Los  Angeles 
fo  London  and  to  get  to  know  quite  a few 
that  I had  not  known  prior  to  graduation. 
Listening  to  current  students  tell  their 
stories  and  experiences  of  graduation 
and  the  presidential  address  to  the  Class 
of  2012  as  well  as  Oprah  and  Gloria 
Steinem's  visit  made  my  day.  The  weekend 
started  out  with  a joint  Golumbia/Barnard 
cocktail  party  and  the  Alumnae  of  Color 
Dinner.  The  next  day  many  of  us  enjoyed 
Debora  Spar's  company  af  the  president's 
luncheon  as  she  told  us  of  her  intent  to 


increase  Barnard's  endowment  and  to 
update  Lehman  Library.  She  also  noted 
that  the  College  needs  our  financial  help 
for  this.  At  our  class  dinner  later  that 
evening  we  listened  to  what  everyone 
present  had  done  with  their  lives  since 
May  1982.  We  were  also  treated  to  a 
PowerPoint  presentation  and  an  analysis 
of  our  survey  results  by  Chris  Creatura. 
Thank  you,  Chris.  That  night  our  class 
also  enjoyed  addresses  by  President 
Spar  as  well  as  Dean  Avis  Hinkson  '84. 
Days  were  spent  in  seminars  and  tours, 
and  our  class  sponsored  a game  lounge 
and  a walking  tour  of  the  High  Line.  The 
weekend  culminated  with  a Columbia/ 
Barnard  cocktail  party,  the  gala  dinner,  and 
starlight  dancing.  Pictures  are  posted  on 
Barnard's  alumnae  Facebook  page  and  on 
the  Class  of  '82  page  on  Facebook. 

The  Class  of  '82  Scholarship  Fund  has 
been  created  and  is  looking  for  support. 
Thanks  to  Pamela  Spence  Murray  and 
our  reunion  panel  for  coordinating  this  and 
doing  all  the  leg  work.  We  all  enjoyed  and 
appreciated  each  other's  company. 

in  other  news,  Mercedes  Jacobson 
is  off  to  Honduras  with  a group  of  medical 
students  on  an  exciting  adventure. 

Brunilda  Alvarado  Viana  reports, 
“Since  graduating  as  a sociology  major, 

I went  on  to  graduate  school  to  become 
a social  worker.  I earned  my  master  of 
science  degree  from  Columbia  School 
of  Social  Work  and  have  worked  steadily 
in  the  field  since  1985. 1 am  proud  to 
have  been  able  to  provide  emotional 
support  to  HIV+  pregnant  women  while 
at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital.  The  bulk  of  my 
experience  since  has  been  in  the  field 
of  special  education.  I enjoy  helping 
parents  understand  the  special  needs  of 
their  child.  I especially  enjoy  watching  my 
two  children  continue  to  grow  into  fine, 
caring  adults,  i have  been  married  for  22 
years,  and  reside  in  Long  Island  where  I 
indulge  my  passion  of  gardening,  Zumba, 
and  being  a struggling  soprano  in  the 
church  choir.”  Rosemarie  leda  writes,  “In 
2000,  I met  a corrections  officer,  Michael 
Gargano,  had  two  wonderful  children, 
Elizabeth  9 and  Gianluca  8,  and  am  very, 
very  happy!”  Laura  Ammann  Novak's 
new  book.  Finding  Clarity:  A Mom,  A Dwarf 
and  a Posh  Private  School  in  the  People's 
Republic  of  Berkeley,  is  available  as  an 
ebook  from  amazon.com.  “In  six  monfhs  it 
has  been  downloaded  thousands  of  times 
and  has  beaten  all  the  odds  of  any  indie 


author's  dreams  or  expectations.  Barnard 
is  featured  in  the  book's  plot  and  so  far  I've 
heard  from  a few  alumnae  who  have  read 
and  loved  it.  I've  even  made  new  friends 
in  Berkeley— alumnae  I might  never  have 
met  otherwise....  I live  in  Berkeley  with  my 
husband  who  is  a designer,  and  our  son, 
who  is  ajunior  in  high  school  and  taking 
four  advanced  placement  exams.  I wrote 
for  The  New  York  Times  for  many  years 
following  a long  career  as  a TV  and  radio 
news  reporter.  I also  teach  writing  at  a 
nonprofit  organization  in  San  Francisco.  I 
am  now  at  work  on  writing  the  next  book, 
which  launches  my  protagonist  into  a 
mystery  series.” 

Tamar  Zlotnick  Kahane  writes,  “I 
have  two  daughters  who  graduated  from 
Barnard  and  one  who  is  finishing  up  her 
sophomore  year.  They  are  the  only  fourth- 
generation  graduates  from  the  school. 
Daniella  graduated  in  '05,  Talya  graduated 
in  '07,  and  Kelila  will  graduate  in  '14.  In 
addition,  my  daughter-in-law,  Alexandra 
Schraub,  graduated  in  this  year's  class. 
Daniella  is  in  film  school  at  Columbia  and 
produced  a documentary  that  reflects  on 
the  past  100  years  at  Barnard;  it's  called 
Growing  Up  Barnard.  Talya  graduated 
from  Columbia  architecture  and  has  two 
young  children,  Nethaniel,  2,  and  Auriella, 

8 months.  This  makes  me  a grandma!  I 
am  a child  psychologist,  with  a specialty 
in  Asperger's  disorder,  in  Englewood, 

N.J.,  where  I am  the  director  of  the 
Kahane  Center  for  Developmental  and 
Psychological  Well-Being.” 

Thanks  to  all  who  did  the  wonderful  job 
of  organizing  Reunion  2012. 

Kathy-Ann  Irish-Benjamin 
21  Fox  Croft  Road 
New  Hartford,  NY  13413 
3 1 5. 792. 4053/315.725.27 73 
heavylittlemd@adelphia.net 
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Sheila  Black  is  pleased  to  report  that  she 
has  been  selected  by  U.S.  Poet  Laureate 
Philip  Levine  to  receive  the  2012  Witter 
Bynner  Fellowship  in  Poetry  from  the 
Library  of  Congress.  Sheila  and  poet 
Louis  Asekoff,  another  fellowship  winner, 
read  together  on  April  5 at  the  Library  of 


40 


Congress.  In  addition,  Sheila  writes  that 
her  third  poetry  collection,  Wen  Kroy, 
won  the  2011  Orphic  Prize  in  Poetry  from 
Dream  Horse  Press  and  will  be  published 
in  late  2012, 

Mildred  Caban  has  been  living 
and  working  in  Puerto  Rico  since  1987. 
Mildred,  who  graduated  from  New  York 
University  School  of  Law  in  1986,  writes 
that  she  fell  in  love  with  the  island  during 
her  two-year  clerkship  with  a federal 
judge.  She  practiced  law  with  a large  firm 
in  Puerto  Rico  and  in  March  2010  was 
appointed  to  serve  as  a bankruptcy  judge. 
Mildred  is  also  a Sunday-school  teacher, 
and  two  years  ago  she  started  a book  club 
for  Christian  women,  which  has  grown 
from  five  to  14  members. 

Alexandra  Venturini  Dyer  was 
appointed  executive  director  of  the  Lower 
East  Side  Harm  Reduction  Center,  a 
culturally  diverse,  community-based, 
nonprofit  organization  whose  mission  is  to 
reduce  the  spread  of  HIV/AIDS  and  drug- 
related  harm  among  injection  drug  users 
and  the  community.  Alexandra  has  more 
than  30  years  of  leadership  experience 
in  the  not-for-profit  sector  and  received 
her  master  of  divinity  degree  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  her  MBA  from 
Columbia's  Graduate  School  of  Business. 

Risa  Fishman  is  proud  to  announce 
that  her  daughter,  liana  Kapit,  will  be  in 
Barnard’s  Class  of  2016. 

Denise  Pirrotti  Hummel’s  book. 
Speak  Milk.  Drink  Wine:  Becoming  a 
Global  Citizen,  was  recently  published.  The 
book  describes  her  family’s  cross-cultural 
years  in  Italy  and  provides  a metaphorical 
background  for  the  life  and  business 
lessons  that  led  to  the  development  of 
her  consulting  and  training  model,  the 
Business  Model  of  Intercuitural  Analysis 
(BMIA).  Denise  also  writes  that  she  has 
been  accepted  as  a member  of  the  U.S. 
State  Department  Worldwide  Speaker 
and  Specialist  Program,  which  allows 
American  experts  to  engage  with  foreign 
audiences  globally;  she  was  chosen  based 
upon  the  BMIA  she  developed.  Denise 
started  her  career  as  an  international 
and  employment  law  attorney.  She  tried 
and  won  the  first  class  action  under  the 
I Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  obtaining 
emergency  911  services  for  more  than 
200,000  hearing-impaired  New  York 
I City  residents.  Denise  is  now  the  chief 
ii  executive  officer  and  founder  of  Universal 
Consensus,  a company  that  helps  her 


multinational  clients  leverage  the  power 
of  culture-enhanced  communication  and 
drive  profitability  and  efficiency  into  the 
business  process.  Her  cross-cultural 
solutions  consulting-and-training  programs 
have  taken  her  to  almost  every  continent. 

Dara  Meyers-Kingsley  and  her 
husband,  Evan  Kingsley  (CC  ’84),  have 
two  daughters,  Ava  and  Elizabeth,  Dara 
is  the  project  director  for  the  Arts  Across 
the  Curriculum  Initiative  at  Hunter 
College  in  New  York  City,  and  she  directs 
Hunter’s  new  Muse  Scholar  program  for 
high-achieving  incoming  first-years  with 
talent  in  the  arts.  A contemporary-art 
curator  and  educator,  Dara  is  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  field  of  electronic-media 
art  preservation.  Her  exhibitions  have  been 
presented  throughout  the  United  States, 
at  LA  MOCA,  MCA  Chicago,  and  the  New 
Museum,  among  others. 

Laura  Spitzer  and  her  husband, 

Steven  Rubenstein  (CC  ’83),  were 
excited  to  attend  their  son’s  graduation 
from  Columbia  College  in  May  2012. 

He’s  the  fourth  generation  of  Spitzers 
to  attend  Columbia,  after  Laura’s 
grandfather  (School  of  Engineering  and 
Applied  Science),  step-grandfather  (CC), 
and  mother  (College  of  Physicians  & 
Surgeons).  In  addition,  her  father  taught 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons. 
Laura  writes  that  her  son  had  a great 
experience  at  Columbia  and  hopes  that 
he  will  return  to  live  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
the  family  has  resided  for  18  years.  Laura 
is  a fourth-grade  schoolteacher  and  the 
arts  coordinator  and  union  representative 
at  her  school  in  the  Los  Angeles  Unified 
School  District,  while  her  husband  runs  his 
own  database-software  company. 

Shoshana  Botnick 
310.980.2696 
Iawgirl3 1@gmail.  com 
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Adele  Breen-Franklin  received  her 
doctorate  in  occupational  therapy  from 
Chatham  College  in  April  2010.  In  January, 
she  joined  the  faculty  of  Harcum  College’s 
occupational-therapy  assistant  program, 
where  she  teaches  the  survey  courses  and 
pediatric  courses.  She  also  continues  to 
see  children  in  a school-based  setting. 


“I  have  a lifetime  of 
memories  from  my 
time  at  Barnard.,  It’s  an 
experience  that  has 
carried  me  through  life’s 
important  decisions, 
and  as  time  passes, 
my  appreciation  for  the 
College  continues  to 
grow.  Why  make  a 
bequest  of  unrestricted 
funds  to  Barnard? 

It’s  a no-brainer.  I give 
to  Barnard  because 
Barnard  has  given  so 
much  to  me.” 

Nancy  Owen  Rieger  ’83 
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Wendy  Griffiths's  Brooklyn-based 
band,  Changing  Modes,  released  their  fifth 
full-length  studio  album.  In  Flight.  They 
tour  regionally  and  play  in  New  York  City 
about  once  a month.  In  addition,  Wendy 
teaches  music  theory  and  songwriting 
at  the  New  School  and  plays  for  classes 
at  the  school  at  the  Mark  Morris  Dance 
Center  in  Brooklyn. 

In  October  2011,  Maggie 
Mahboubian-Noorani  realized  her 
dream  of  launching  a skin-care  line, 

Lalun  Seasonal  Skincare,  through  her 
company,  Lalun  Naturals,  Inc.  She  started 
making  skin-care  products  as  a hobby 
while  working  as  an  architect  in  New 
York  in  the  mid-1990s,  learning  how 
to  identify  wild  plants  and  researching 
and  experimenting  with  growing  the 
botanicals  she  would  eventually  use  in 
her  products.  With  the  2008  downturn 
in  the  economy  and  a slowdown  in  her 
architectural  practice,  Maggie  decided  to 
take  a break  from  architecture  and  focus 
on  being  a mom.  But  she  soon  started 
selling  her  skin-care  products  through  her 
daughter's  Waldorf  School.  Her  product 
line  is  handmade  in  micro  batches  using 
food-grade  ingredients.  More  information 
can  be  found  on  her  self-designed  Web 
site,  lalunnaturals.com.  Maggie  is  also 
working  toward  launching  a line  of  natural 
perfumes,  and  she  writes  about  perfume 
on  her  Architecture  of  Perfume  blog.  In 
a recent  post,  she  mentioned  Theodor 
Gaster's  “World  of  Myth”  class,  which 
she  took  at  Barnard.  She  lives  in  West 
Hollywood  with  her  husband  and  two 
daughters,  ages  7 and  17  months,  and 
there  she  tends  her  biodynamic  garden. 
They  also  have  four  chickens,  or  “pets 
with  benefits,”  as  Maggie  calls  them.  Her 
daughters  are  powerhouses  of  energy  and 
joy,  and  her  top  priority.  The  work  she's 
doing  now  allows  her  to  create  the  healthy 
environment  they  deserve,  to  grow  and  be 
nourished  in  body  and  soul. 

Yvonne  Serres  Willard  shares  that 
the  Barnard  first-year  contingent  of  the 
Barnard  Bears/CU  Women's  Basketball 
team  reunited  in  March  in  Boca  Raton, 

Fla.,  to  celebrate  their  50th  birthdays. 
Present  were  Regina  Asaro,  Arielle 
Orlow  Hendel,  Sansi  Sussman,  and 
Yvonne.  While  making  a stop  at  Costco  for 
some  supplies  for  the  week,  they  couldn’t 
resist  the  basketball  hoop  on  display  and 
had  a spontaneous  two-on-two  game.  “We 
ended  the  game  once  a crowd  started  to 


gather,  but  we  were  satisfied  to  know  that 
we  ‘still  got  it,”’  she  says. 

Irene  L.  Friedland 

The  Population  Council 

1 Dag  Flammarskjold  Plaza 

New  York,  NY  10017 

212.339.0548 

otterwear@gmail.com 

Derlys  Gutierrez 
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Sharon  Johnson  received  her  PhD  on 
Feb.  20,  after  successfully  defending 
her  dissertation.  The  Fire  That  Genius 
Brings:  Creativity  and  the  Unhealed 
Companionship  Between  Zora  Neale 
Fiurston  and  Langston  Flughes,  in  the 
depth  psychology  program  at  Pacifica 
Graduate  Institute.  Dr.  Lyra  Gillette  '60 
attended  the  defense  and  took  part  in 
the  opening  libation  ceremony.  Sharon 
writes  that  she  has  “written  and  presented 
work  on  Hurston  '28  in  other  contexts,  so 
dedicating  years  of  dissertation  research 
and  writing  to  her  and  Hughes  has 
been  an  amazing  journey."  A six-minute 
excerpt  of  her  defense  can  be  found  on 
the  Emerald  Rock  Channel  on  YouTube. 
We  congratulate  Sharon,  who  received 
her  doctoral  hood  at  the  Barnard  College 
commencement  in  May. 

Ellen  Sirot  continues  to  work  as  a 
hand  model  and  is  putting  her  Barnard 
economics  degree  to  full  use  as  the  CEO 
of  Hand  Perfection,  an  anti-aging  hand- 
care  line.  Ellen  can  be  seen  on  HSN, 
online  at  handperfection.com,  and  in  the 
media  as  a hand-care  expert.  Ellen  lives 
in  Westchester  County  with  her  husband, 
Peter  Pucci,  and  her  daughter. 

Melissa  Fisher  writes  that  her  book. 
Wall  Street  Women,  was  published  by 
Duke  University  Press  in  July. 

Alice  Peinado  moved  to  Paris  in 
1992  to  do  fieldwork  toward  her  PhD  in 
anthropology  from  Columbia  on  issues 
related  to  citizenship,  nationalism,  and 
racism  in  contemporary  France.  She  never 
completed  her  dissertation,  because  she 


“went  native”  and  had  two  beautiful  boys— 
Khalil  and  Mikhail,  now  18  and  15.  Raising 
a family  meant  going  back  to  work.  She 
worked  for  UNESCO  for  a couple  of  years, 
organizing  conferences  and  educational 
programs  that  brought  together  European 
and  Latin  American  university  rectors  and 
presidents.  She  then  became  an  assistant 
professor  and  ran  the  division  of  studies 
for  the  international  MBA  of  the  Ecole 
nationale  des  ponts  et  chaussees,  one 
of  France’s  leading  engineering  schools. 
As  of  2003,  she  has  been  the  chair  of 
the  design  management  department  at 
L’Ecole  Parsons  a Paris,  with  teaching 
responsibilities  as  well. 

Karen  Estilo  Owczarski 
6515  Anna  Maria  Court 
McLean,  VA  22101 
703.356.5114 
kjkjko@aol.com 

Karen  Edwards 

1779  Kirby  Parkway,  Apt.  1-225 
Germantown,  TN  38138 
912.234.3268/901.419.3891 
karen.edwards@ipaper.com 
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It  was  a glorious  spring  weekend  for 
our  25th  reunion  on  Barnard's  campus. 
Thank  you  to  everyone  for  sharing  your 
stories.  There  will  be  a numerous  notes, 
recollections,  and  personal  updates  from 
those  who  attended  Reunion  in  future 
Class  Notes,  so  please  stay  tuned. 

Back  in  February,  Jessica  Abrams 
wrote  to  share  that  her  play  The  Laughing 
Cow  was  set  for  its  world  premiere  in 
April  in  Los  Angeles.  It  was  produced 
by  her  theatre  company.  New  Leaf 
Endeavors,  and  ran  at  the  Meta  Theater 
on  Melrose  in  May.  I did  a little  research 
on  Jessica  and  found  that  in  addition 
to  her  recent  success  in  theatre,  her 
television  writing  credits  include  The 
Profiler  for  NBC  and  Watch  Over  Me  for 
Fox/MyNetworkTV. 

Wendy  Allegaert 
8910  63rd  Drive,  Apt.  3E 
Rego  Park,  NY  11374-3809 
wendy_allegaert@yahoo.com 
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Theresa  Caballero  catches  up  on  the 
past  22  years:  “After  graduating,  I went  to 
University  of  Texas  School  of  Law  (1990). 
After  working  on  Capitol  Hill,  teaching 
English  in  Taiwan,  and  traveling  in  Asia 
for  another  year,  I returned  to  my  home, 

El  Paso.  I live  at  the  base  of  the  Franklin 
Mountains  in  an  old  territorial  hacienda- 
style  adobe.  I collect  Catholic  Mexican 
folk  art  and  desert  landscapes.  Every  day, 

I drive  the  mountain  road,  which  gives  me 
the  majestic  vistas  of  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
and  Mexico  in  one  fell  swoop.  I am  a solo 
practitioner,  criminal  defense  attorney.  I try 
cases  of  bank  robberies,  gunrunning  (big 
problem  on  the  border  now),  rapes,  murder, 
dope,  bribery  (last  year,  I,  along  with  my 
good  friend,  Stuart  Leeds,  successfully 
defended  a district  court  judge  charged 
with  bribery),  and  even  speeding  tickets, 
j Yes,  in  Texas  you  have  the  right  to  a jury 
trial  for  everything.  It’s  great.  I try  on 
average  eight  jury  trials  a year."  On  her 
I blog,  theresacaballero.com,  she  discusses 
:!  the  political  and  legal  climate  of  the  day  in 
El  Paso. 

Rachel  Powell  Norton  writes,  “I  was 
elected  vice  president  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District.  I am  in  the  fourth  year  of 
a four-year  term  on  the  board  and  will  run 
for  reelection  in  November.  This  is  the 
toughest  job  I have  ever  done,  but  it  is  very 
rewarding  and  I've  really  enjoyed  serving." 
Her  blog  is  rachelnorton.com.  She 
continues,  “Also,  I had  lunch  with  Sujung 
Kim,  who  works  as  a public  defender 
here  in  SF  (she  is  also  a public-school 
parent— her  children  attend  one  of  the 
school  district’s  award-winning  language 
immersion  programs).  We  had  fun 
reminiscing  about  Barnard  and  marveled 
that  we  had  apparently  never  met  before 
now.” 

Laural  Boone  is  enjoying  her  new 
i position  as  a patent  attorney  with  the  New 
York  firm  King  & Spalding.  She  writes: 


“My  son,  Owen,  has  settled  in  nicely  at 
RS.  166,  where  he  is  in  first  grade  and 
just  turned  6.  On  the  extracurricular 
front,  so  to  speak,  I recently  joined  the 
board  of  the  nonprofit  organization  NYC 
Hemophilia  Chapter,  where  I am  cochairing 
the  annual  fund-raising  walk  (incidentally, 

I ran  into  another  Barnard  mom  in  the 
hemophilia  community— we  decided  we 
were  probably  the  only  two  at  Barnard, 
statistically  speaking).  I am  also  cochair  of 
the  children's  education  committee  at  my 
synagogue,  CBST." 

Genevieve  Rosenbaum  wrote  to 
share  that  her  daughter,  lyla  Sophie,  was 
born  on  March  27,  2011,  She  added, 
“Deborah  Donenfeld,  my  dear  friend 
since  first-year  seminar,  accompanied 
me  at  the  Columbia  Presbyterian  delivery 
room.  Following  my  divorce  a few  years 
ago,  I decided  to  have  a baby  on  my  own. 
What  a great  decision  that  was— being 
lyla’s  mom  is  one  of  the  great  joys  of 
my  life.  We  live  in  Clinton  Hill,  Brooklyn. 

On  the  work  front,  I am  a psychologist 
running  training  programs  for  graduate 
students  at  St.  Luke's-Roosevelt  Hospital 
Center,  where  I’ve  been  for  the  past  1 1 
years.  I also  do  clinical  work  with  children, 
adolescents,  and  adults.” 

Miriam  Lockshin 
6 Bd  Pierre  Dupong 
L-1430  Luxembourg 
Luxembourg 
352.691.914.441 
mlockshin@mac.com 


Deborah  Autor  ’88 

FDA  deputy 
commissioner  for 
global  regulatory 
operations  and 
policy,  Deborah  Autor 
oversees  a staff 
of  4,500  around 
the  world  and  leads  the  administration’s 
strategy  for  confronting  the  challenges 
of  globalization  and  import  safety.  She 
was  awarded  the  201 1 Meritorious 
Executive  Presidential  Rank  Award,  which 
is  presented  annually  to  a select  group 
of  career  civil-service  senior  executives 
whose  integrity,  strength,  leadership,  and 
relentless  commitment  to  excellence  in 
public  service  set  them  apart, 
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As  I write  this.  I’m  anxiously  anticipating 
Commencement  2012,  where  I’ll  have 
the  honor  of  watching  the  Class  of  2012 
graduate,  in  addition  to  hearing  President 
Barack  Obama  deliver  the  keynote 
address.  I’m  also  looking  forward  to  seeing 
my  dear  friend  and  616  suitemate,  Beth 
Wightman  ’87,  whom  I haven’t  seen  in 
several  years.  I’ll  report  back  next  quarter 
with  news  from  that  exciting  event. 

Ketsia  Alerte  Sadler  was  appointed 
to  serve  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
health  for  her  town,  Englewood,  N.J,  She’s 
pursuing  her  EdD  in  health  education  at 
Teachers  College.  I incorrectly  reported 
that  she  was  pursuing  an  MEd  several 
issues  back.  Apologies,  Ketsia! 

Carole  LoConte  Tedesco 
44  Church  Street 
Winchester,  MA  01890 
781.369.4040 

cat@tedescoandtwomey.com 
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Our  very  own  Amy  Correia  was 
nominated  for  three  2012  Independent 
Music  Awards:  Love  Song,  “Love  Changes 
Everything”;  Story  Song,  “Took  Him  Away”; 
and  Singer-Songwriter  Folk  Album,  You  Go 
Your  Way,  which  she  won!  Keith  Richards, 
Tom  Waits,  Kathleen  Brennan,  Suzanne 
Vega  '81,  and  Ozzy  Osbourne  were  just 
some  of  the  jury  members  for  the  awards 
this  year.  You  can  download  a three-song 
sampler  of  Amy’s  music  at  noisetrade.com/ 
amycorreia.  Great  job,  Amy! 

Mich  Nelson 

8531  North  Edison  Street 
Portland,  OR  97203 
503.730.8781 
barnard90@yahoo.com 
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Rona  Wilk  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
the  exhibit  she  curated  in  2008  about 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  SUMMER  2012  43 


the  student  uprisings  on  campus  in  1968, 
“From  LeClair  to  Low  Library:  Barnard’s 
Spring  of  1968, ’’  is  now  online  at  barnard. 
edu/archives.  Rona  freelances  as  an 
editor,  writer,  and  writing  coach,  and  she 
keeps  busy  by  cooking  and  studying  Spanish. 

Andrea  Salwen  Kopel  writes  that 
in  2011  she  became  executive  director 
of  Room  to  Grow  in  New  York,  a small 
nonprofit  group  that  provides  one-on-one 
parenting  education  and  all  the  needed 
material  items  for  parents  raising  babies 
in  poverty.  She  finds  the  work  challenging 
but  very  rewarding.  Andrea  lives  in  Boerum 
Hill,  Brooklyn,  with  her  husband,  Ed  Kopel 
(CC  ’89),  and  their  fourth-grade  daughter, 
Ruby,  who  makes  them  laugh  every  day. 

Yaffa  Shira  Grossberg,  who 
celebrated  her  daughter’s  bat  mitzvah 
this  year,  loves  running  into  alumnae  in 
Jerusalem. 

Rosalie  Steinberg  Roitman 

graduated  from  McMaster  Medical  School 
in  Canada  in  May.  When  she  wrote  in, 
she  said  she  planned  to  take  her  three 
daughters  on  stage  with  her  when  she 
took  the  oath.  Her  residency  in  psychiatry 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  began  in 
July.  She  plans  to  focus  her  clinical  and 
research  career  in  medical  psychiatry, 
psycho-oncology,  and  palliative  psychiatry. 
She’s  particularly  interested  in  how  people 
cope  and  adapt  to  medical  illness.  She 
plans  to  combine  her  master’s  in  public 
health  with  her  budding  medical  career  to 
promote  mental-health  advocacy.  She’s 
grateful  to  Dorothy  Urman  Denburg  ’70, 
who  remembered  her  as  a student  and 
wrote  her  a letter  of  reference  when  she 
applied  to  medical  school  a few  years  ago. 

Diane  Fink  Rein 
One  Cove  Lane 
Kings  Point,  NY  11024 
516.487.1296 
drein@verizon.net 
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Like  a typical  Barnard  woman,  20  years 
later,  Ann  Gerschefski  is  juggling  three 
careers.  She’s  a musician  on  Broadway,  a 
Realtor  with  William  Raveis  Real  Estate  in 
New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  she  helps  run  an 
animal  shelter  in  New  Fairfield. 

Max  Marcus  is  a trial  attorney  in  the 


office  of  the  prosecutor  at  the  War  Crimes 
Tribunal  for  the  former  Yugoslavia  in  The 
Hague,  where  she  has  lived  for  the  past 
seven  years.  Prior  to  that,  she  worked  for 
two  years  in  the  prosecutor’s  office  at  the 
Special  Court  for  Sierra  Leone,  and  she 
spent  many  years  working  in  conflict  zones 
in  sub-Saharan  Africa  and  the  Balkans, 
investigating  war  crimes  and  crimes 
against  humanity.  Max  has  two  kids,  ages 
8 and  5. 

Becky  Michaels  lives  in  Amherst, 
Mass.,  with  her  husband,  Peter,  who  is 
a park  ranger,  and  their  two  daughters, 
Katie,  10,  and  Claire,  8.  She’s  an  assistant 
district  attorney  in  the  Northwestern 
district  attorney’s  office. 

For  the  past  six  years,  Dae  Levine 
has  lived  in  Sydney,  Australia,  with  her 
husband,  Wade,  and  daughters,  Libby, 

8,  and  Georgia,  4.  She  reports  that 
it's  a great  place  to  live  and  loves  the 
lifestyle.  She  recently  left  Greenpeace 
Australia  Pacific,  where  she  was  head 
of  communications  and  acting  CEO. 

She’s  now  head  of  policy  and  advocacy 
at  Republic  of  Everyone,  a sustainability 
consulting  agency.  She’s  also  chair  of 
Democrats  Abroad  Australia  (you  can  take 
the  girl  out  of  U.S.  politics,  but  you  can’t 
fake  the  U.S.  politics  out  of  the  girl).  She 
misses  New  York  City  and  gets  back  once 
a year  to  visit,  often  going  uptown  to  check 
up  on  all  the  changes  around  campus. 

Lydia  Breck  Schulz  is  running 
the  Retail  Industry  Group  at  American 
Express,  her  fourth  role  in  the  13  years 
she  has  been  with  the  company.  She  still 
lives  in  Summit,  N.J.,  with  her  husband, 
Erik,  and  three  girls. 

Sarena  Straus  lives  in  Garrison,  N.Y., 
with  her  entrepreneur  husband  and  their 
children,  Lorelei,  4,  and  Knox,  2.  She’s  an 
attorney  with  a pharmaceutical  company 
and  a writer.  Her  first  book,  Bronx  DA: 

True  Stories  from  the  Sex  Crimes  and 
Domestic  Violence  Unit,  was  released  in 
2006  and  sold  to  CBS  as  a TV  pilot  in 
2010.  Her  first  young  adult  novel  will  be 
released  soon.  Alexandra  Militano  has 
been  her  most  faithful  beta  reader.  Sarena 
is  a contributing  editor  for  an  in-house 
magazine  called  The  Docket  and  has  been 
a frequent  TV  and  radio  commentator  on 
criminal  cases  and  child  safety. 

Grace  Malantic-Lu  is  director  of 
breast  imaging  and  a radiologist  at  JFK 
Medical  Center  in  Edison,  N.J.  She  lives 
in  Bridgewater,  N.J.,  with  her  husband. 


Carson  Lu  (SEAS  ’90),  and  3-year-old 
daughter.  Grace  reports  that  Melissa 
Leung  is  chief  of  ophthalmology  at  Lincoln 
Medical  Center  in  New  York.  She  lives  in 
Scarsdale,  N.Y,  with  her  husband,  Steve, 
and  their  children.  She  also  writes  that 
Mildred  Machuca  lives  on  the  Upper  East 
Side  and  is  a pediatrician  at  Children’s 
Hospital  at  Montefiore. 

Having  lived  in  London  for  more  than 
eight  years  with  her  British  husband, 
Kathleen  Madden  returned  to  New  York 
a year  ago.  She  has  been  renovating  a 
house  in  Harlem  and  teaching  a course 
called  “Conversations  in  Contemporary 
Art”  at  Sotheby’s  Institute  and  for 
Barnard’s  college  relations  office.  Look 
for  her  book/exhibition  about  the  artist 
Carolee  Schneemann  to  be  published 
by  Ridinghouse  Press  in  the  near  future. 
Kathleen  regularly  writes  for  Artforum  and 
other  contemporary  art  publications. 

Jenny  Milchman  has  received  the 
final  edits  on  her  debut  novel.  Cover  of 
Snow,  the  book  will  be  released  on  Jan. 

22,  2013.  This  is  a dream  that  far  predates 
Jenny’s  enrollment  at  Barnard— hard  even 
for  a writer  to  find  words  to  describe  it. 

Kimberly  Parker-Wesley 
kimberly@alum.barnard.edu 

Jenny  Milchman 
jenny@wedeskyull.com 
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Tamara  Cohen  spent  eight  years  as  the 
director  of  LGBT  Affairs,  and  then  as 
the  director  of  multicultural  and  diversity 
affairs  at  the  University  of  Florida,  before 
moving,  three  years  ago,  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she's  in  her  second  year  as  a 
rabbinical  student  at  Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical  College.  She  also  works 
at  HIAS  PS,  organizing  the  Jewish 
community  on  immigrant  justice  issues, 
and  at  a local  hospice.  Tamara  and  her 
partner,  Gwynn,  a professor  at  Swarthmore 
College,  have  a wonderful  6-year-old 
son  named  Tobias,  who  has  developed 
friendships  with  the  children  of  Abby 
Weinberg  ’92  and  Jacob  Lieberman  ’01, 
who  live  nearby. 

Jamie  Babbit  is  directing  the  ABC 
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Family  show  Bunheads,  as  well  as  Rizzoli 
and  Isles  for  TNT  television.  She  lives 
in  Los  Angeles  with  her  partner,  Karey 
I Dornetto,  and  two  children, 
j Sharon  Fingerer-Goldman  has  been 
I the  political  director  for  the  Northeast 
Region  of  American  Israel  Public 
Affairs  Committee,  working  out  of  the 
Manhattan  office.  She  loves  her  job.  In 
I May,  she  remarried  an  amazing  man,  David 
Steinberg,  a pediatric  neuropsychiatrist. 

Cathleen  Bell  lives  in  Brooklyn  with 
her  husband,  Rick  Kahn,  and  their  children. 
Max,  9,  and  Eliza,  6.  She  writes  middle- 
grade  young-adult  fiction  {Slipping  and 
Little  Blog  on  the  Prairie  from  Bloomsbury), 
volunteers  with  fund-raising  at  her 
children’s  awesome  public  school,  writes 
a blog  and  social  media  for  vocabulary, 
com,  and  loves  running  into  Barnard 
classmates— she’s  amazed  and  thrilled  that 
i so  many  friendships  remain. 

Caroline  Ceniza-Levine,  career 
expert  and  cofounder  of  Six  Figure  Start, 
is  a career  contributor  to  forbes.com,  and 
her  piece  comparing  American  Idol  and 
the  job-search  process  was  among  the 
top-three  most  popular  posts  recently, 
i Her  latest  book.  Six  Steps  to  Job  Search 
; Success,  came  out  last  summer.  In 
' addition  to  running  her  company,  Caroline 
teaches  at  the  Athena  Leadership  Lab 
i and  SIPA.  On  April  21,  she  went  to  the 
; Dinner  with  Alumnae  that  was  part  of  the 
Pre-Open  House  for  Admitted  Students  of 

■ Color  and  found  it  very  inspiring. 

; Mahsa  Parang!  recently  moved  from 
' Manhattan,  where  she  lived  for  many 
i years,  to  Millburn,  N.J.,  with  her  husband, 

I Joe,  and  their  two  children,  Ava,  6,  and 
‘ Alex,  11  months.  She  practices  law  and 
j works  as  in-house  corporate  counsel  for 
Prudential  Financial. 

Kristen  O’Brien  previously  worked 
with  the  New  York  Times  Company  in 
- Paris  before  returning  to  Austin,  Texas,  to 
commit  anew  to  her  writing.  She  also  re- 

■ involved  herself  with  the  Barnard  Club  of 
Austin,  where  she’s  copresident  with  Dale 
Freed  Sonnenberg  ’63. 

I Marci  Levy-Maguire 
70-05  67th  Place,  Apt.  1 
Glendale,  NY  11385 
i marcilevymaguire@gmail.com 
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Christian  Blair  Pitts  and  her  husband, 
Robert,  welcomed  their  son  William  on 
April  6,  and  they’ve  already  taken  him  out 
to  the  ranch  to  vaccinate  cows.  William’s 
big  brother  loves  the  newcomer,  and  if 
the  little  one  takes  to  ranching  the  same 
way,  there  may  be  ranchers  in  the  family’s 
next  generation.  In  addition  to  raising  two 
young  boys,  Christian  is  researching  and 
writing  her  second  novel. 

Amita  Umaranikar  is  a patient  and 
effective  tutor  for  kindergarten  through 
ninth-grade  students.  She  welcomes 
inquiries  for  potential  new  students. 

Kieren  van  den  Blink  is  developing 
a feature  film  with  Ashton  Kutcher  at 
Katalyst  Films,  based  on  a play  that  she 
produced  and  starred  in.  She  also  tested 
for  Saturday  Night  Live.  Kieren  loves  living 
in  Los  Angeles,  dating,  and  traveling  up 
and  down  the  coast.  She’s  seeking  a 
publisher  for  her  series  of  children’s  books 
based  on  the  five  senses:  Boom,  Sniff, 
Ouch,  Yum,  and  Wow.  She  attended  a 
Barnard  event  in  LA,  where  she  enjoyed 
talking  with  Dorothy  Urman  Denburg  ’70 
and  Ethel  Greenfield  Booth  ’32. 

Binta  Niambi  Brown  was  chosen  by 
the  World  Economic  Forum  as  a Young 
Global  Leader  for  2012.  This  award  honors 
young  leaders  for  pursuing  initiatives  that 
address  specific  challenges  with  the  aim 
of  making  the  world  a better  place.  There 
were  192  individuals  chosen  from  59 
countries  and  a variety  of  industry  sectors. 
Binta  met  with  this  year’s  honorees  and 
the  larger  community  that  comprises  the 
Forum  of  Young  Global  Leaders  at  this 
year’s  summit  in  Mexico. 

Joanie  Schapira  Conwell  is  coediting 
a volume  of  scholarly  and  creative  work  on 
transnational  literatures,  gender,  and  state 
power.  The  collection  will  feature  several 
Barnard  writers  and  situate  Morningside 
Heights  as  a hub  of  transnational  literature 
by  women.  Barnard  writers  interested 
in  knowing  more  can  get  in  touch  with 
Joanie.  She’s  also  vice  president  of  the 
Barnard  Club  of  the  Triangle.  Alumnae 
in  her  area  of  North  Carolina  are  invited 
to  come  to  club  events  and  get  to  know 
a fantastic  group  of  women.  Joanie  lives 
with  her  husband  and  daughter  in  Cary, 
N.C.,  where  she  serves  on  the  executive 
board  of  directors  of  the  Sister  Cities 


Association  and  organizes  cultural  events 
for  local  government,  international,  and 
nonprofit  sectors.  She’s  also  a visual  artist. 

Colleen  (Kelly)  McMenamin 
Wang  had  her  second  child,  Charles 
Breckenridge  Wang,  on  April  3,  2012. 

Kelly  and  her  husband,  Fred  Wang  (SEAS 
’95),  are  very  excited  about  the  new 
addition  to  the  family,  as  is  older  brother, 
Teddy,  3. 

Elizabeth  Lemon 

40  Paul  Gore  Street,  Unit  2 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

978.851.4083 

elemon3@gmail.com 

elemon@alum.barnard.edu 
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We  have  only  one  update  this  month,  but 
it’s  a very  good  one— Jennifer  Jensen 
writes  in  with  the  happy  news  of  the  birth 
of  her  son,  Jonathan  Louis  Finkelstein. 
“Jonathan  joined  dad,  Ari,  big  sister,  Isabel, 
and  myself  on  Feb.  2,”  she  reports.  The 
family  moved  to  Cincinnati  in  August. 

We’d  love  to  get  more  updates  via 
e-mail  or  the  Barnard  Class  of  1996 
Facebook  groupl 

Samantha  Nicosia  Rowan 
312  East  23rd  Street,  Apt.  4D 
New  York,  NY  10010 
646.602.1727 
sam_nicosia@hotmail.com 

Sarah  Feinberg 
36  Bellvista  Road,  Apt.  36 
Brighton,  MA  02135 
617.501.9510 
sdfeinberg@gmail.com 
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I couldn’t  make  it  to  Reunion,  but  I have 
a glowing  report  from  our  outgoing 
president,  Cherith  Bailey  Velez:  “I  had 
fun  seeing  Peggy  Kauh,  Liz  Lee,  and 
Megan  Watkins.  I had  a chance  to  talk 
to  Isabel  Gunther  whom  I remember 
admiring  from  afar  at  Barnard.  She 
is  starting  her  own  business  creating 
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and  delivering  healthy  meals  for  kids. 
Rebecca  Zimmerman  completed 
a master’s  in  museum  administration 
and  is  working  as  director  of  PR  and 
communications  for  the  Y's  summer  camp 
locations  in  NYC.  I spent  a lot  of  time 
catching  up  with  Catherine  Chambers, 
my  partner  in  crime  for  much  of  my  time  at 
Barnard.  She's  pursuing  a PhD  at  Johns 
Hopkins  in  cognitive  neuroscience.  And  I'm 
staying  at  home  with  a 3-year-oid  son  and 
a 9-month-old  daughter. 

“I  had  an  amazing  time  at  the  Sunday 
brunch  dancing  and  playing  musical 
instruments  with  the  kids  after  gorging 
on  crepes  and  Nutella.  I was  particularly 
impressed  that  Melissa  Edmands 
Marsh  brought  her  three  kids.  She  also 
provided  inspiration  for  a phofo  of  all  the 
mommies  and  their  kids  that  will  appear 
in  Barnard’s  Reunion  Picasa  album.  I 
loved  the  intergenerational  lunch  with 
1947.  Virginia  Kanick  '47  regaled  us  with 
inspirational  stories.  The  Moth  production 
of  Barnard  stories  gave  me  chills." 

Finally,  after  serving  for  five  years,  we 
have  new  class  officers.  The  full  slate 
will  be  reported  in  the  fall  issue.  Joey 
Kaiser  and  Melissa  Marsh  will  share  the 
correspondent  and  social  networking 
positions.  Which  means  this  is  my  last 
class  column.  I have  enjoyed  the  role  as 
your  humble  servant  immensely  and  sign 
off  honored,  as  always,  to  share  an  alma 
mater  with  such  wonderful  and  inspiring 
Barnard  women.  —Taryn  Roeder 
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The  '98  column  is  bursting  with  news!  I'm 
your  new  class  correspondent.  In  addition 
to  e-mailing  updates,  you  can  also  connect 
with  me  on  Facebook  or  Linkedin.  I had  a 
wonderful  response  to  my  call  for  updates, 
but  I don't  have  space  to  fit  it  all,  so  stay 
tuned  to  the  next  issue  for  even  more. 

The  first  person  I heard  from  was 
Alison  Garfield,  who  had  been  working 
for  the  Department  of  Defense  and 
living  in  Washington,  D.C.,  since  2004.  In 
September  201 1 , she  moved  to  London 
as  part  of  a two-year  exchange  between 
the  Pentagon  and  the  U.K.  Ministry  of 
Defence.  Alison  has  reconnected  with 
AM  Kapelow  Somers,  who  also  lives  in 


England  and  has  a son  named  Reuben. 

Lisa  Lin,  who  had  been  in  D.C.,  is  now 
in  California  and  president  of  Barnard  Club 
of  Northern  California. 

In  an  impressive  feat  of  education, 
Diana  Musa  has  earned  two  master's 
degrees,  one  in  education  and  one  in 
occupational  therapy.  She  worked  in 
special  education  after  the  first  master’s, 
and  she  now  works  as  a school-based 
occupational  therapist  in  three  schools 
in  the  Bronx.  She's  also  president  and 
cofounder  of  a New  York  City-based 
nonprofit  organization,  Telem  Center  for 
fhe  African  Child,  Inc.,  which  offers 
cultural  and  educational  programs  to 
help  children  of  African  descent  celebrate 
their  heritage. 

Monica  Pozzuoli  is  married  with  two 
boys,  ages  4 and  6,  and  lives  in  Westchester 
County.  She’s  an  attending  physician  at  New 
York  Presbyterian-Weill  Cornell  Medical 
Center  in  the  division  of  pediatrics. 

Rhea  Glassman  Plosker  is  associate 
director  of  the  Pardes  Center  for  Judaism 
and  Conflict  Resolution.  She’s  married 
and  has  two  boys— Ari,  5,  and  Rafi,  18 
months— and  lives  in  Modi’in,  Israel. 

Laura  Newmark  married  Matthew 
Zaklad  in  December  2010.  Barnard  friends 
were  well  represented,  including  Sarah 
White  Albertyn,  Kafi  Brown,  Kristen 
Kubacki  Krauss  '93,  Rebecca  Spence, 
and  Carey  White.  In  addition  to  handling 
nonprofit  and  book  clients  at  a Manhattan 
PR  firm,  she's  also  managing  fhe  U.S. 
production  opportunities  for  Israel's  firsf 
celebrity  chef. 

Jessica  Ross  Cole  is  the  pandemic 
influenza  coordinator  for  the  NYC  Health 
Department,  and  she  has  been  married  to 
her  husband,  Andrew  Cole,  for  two  years. 

I started  a PhD  at  American  University 
three  months  after  we  graduated  and 
finally  finished  in  November  2011.  In  the 
time  between  Barnard  and  doctorate,  I 
received  a master's  in  international  peace 
and  conflict  resolution  in  2002  (also  from 
AU),  got  married  to  Matthew  Bromeland 
in  2007,  and  adopted  two  beagles.  I’m 
still  exploring  what  life  is  like  not  being  a 
student  for  fhe  first  time  in  30  years. 

I promise  updates  in  the  next  issue  on 
Erin  McLaughlin  Baker,  Raquel  Maria 
Dillon,  Caroline  Fitzpatrick,  Susan 
Dee  Lee,  Layla  Lozano,  Jennifer  May, 
Venezia  Michalsen,  Jill  Vasbinder 
Morrison,  and  Ruth  Wikler-Luker. 


Helen  McClure 
helen.r.mcclure@gmail.com 
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Simone  Garrigues  is  working  toward 
becoming  a licensed  clinical  social 
worker,  with  an  emphasis  on  serving 
adults  in  public  mental-health  settings. 

She  continues  to  practice  clinical 
massage.  Aikido  martial  arts,  painting, 
and  printmaking.  She  also  studies  the 
practice  of  Vipassan  Buddhist 
philosophy.  Simone  often  backpacks  in 
the  High  Sierra  Mountains  and  plans  on 
swimming  more  in  the  bay  near  where 
she  lives,  in  the  bohemian  quarter  of 
San  Francisco. 

Jessica  Gillmor  Adams  relocated  to 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  from  Nashville,  Tenn., 
in  January  wifh  her  husband,  James,  son, 
Clayton,  and  dog,  Pele. 

Tamar  Prager  and  Arielle  Freedberg 
'00,  are  thrilled  to  announce  the  birth  of 
fheir  son,  Hanan  Joseph  Freedberg  Prager. 

Joanne  Lee  George  had  a baby  boy 
named  Alex  Jacob,  in  September  201 1 . 
Joanne’s  5-year-old  son,  Noah,  is  over 
the  moon  for  his  little  brother,  and  so 
are  Joanne  and  her  husband.  It's  been  a 
busy  time— the  family  also  moved  fo  Long 
Island,  as  Joanne's  husband  accepted  the 
position  of  head  professional  of  golf  at 
Rockaway  Hunting  Club,  the  oldest  club  in 
America.  It's  a change,  she  writes,  but  they 
love  living  by  the  water. 

Uswah  Khan  received  an  additional 
qualification  certificate  from  Connecticut— 
guardian  ad  litem  and  attorney  for  minor 
children.  She  was  also  selected  by  the 
Connecticut  Bar  Association  as  a “rising 
star"  among  family  lawyers. 

Laura  Levin  Schreiber  & 

Jolanka  Fisher  Nickerman 
barnardi  999@gmail.com 
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Palak  Pathak  gave  birth  to  her  second 
child,  Rajan  Pathak,  on  May  9,  201 1.  She 
also  has  a daughter,  Devina.  They  live  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  Palak  is  working  full- 
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time  in  investment  management. 

Be  sure  to  “like”  our  Barnard  Alumnae 
Class  of  2000  Facebook  page,  and  check 
up  on  the  latest  class  news— such  as  Kim 
Hedges's  320-mile  charity  bike  ride. 

Rani  Karnik 
65  Ridgeway  Avenue 
East  Setauket,  NY  11733 
347.205.5293 
ranikarnik@gmail.com 
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Leah  Isabella  Meghrin,  a gorgeous 
precious  little  girl,  was  born  on  April 
27,  2012,  seven  pounds,  eight  ounces, 
to  Patricia  Baca  and  her  husband, 
Christopher  Meghrin.  Patricia  plans  to 
be  on  maternity  leave  from  her  director’s 
. position  at  JCCA  for  a few  months  to  enjoy 
the  new  addition  to  her  lovely  family. 

Natalie  Hoyer  is  enjoying  owning  and 
j running  her  Philly  pet-care  business,  Z 
I Dog  Walkers  (zdogwalkers.com),  alongside 
! her  fiancee  and  business  partner,  Jose 
; Zighelboim,  as  well  as  planning  their 
j upcoming  wedding. 

I Laura  Zupa  D’Avella  gave  birth  to 
I a sweet,  healthy  baby  girl  named  Liliana 
£ Floria  on  Sept.  21.  Her  big  brother,  Ben,  is 
E almost  3 and  adores  his  new  role.  Laura 
will  continue  to  sing,  teach,  and  perform 
the  role  of  Despina  in  a production  of 
Mozart’s  Cosi  Fan  Tutte  in  Summit,  N.J. 

After  a hectic  spring  (revolution) 
in  Cairo,  Egypt,  and  a hectic  summer 
wedding.  Ebony  Burnside  moved  to  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil,  where  she  and  her  husband 
both  work  as  teachers.  Now  that  she  has  a 
better  handle  on  the  language  and  is  over 
the  culture  shock— Brazil  is  the  antithesis 
of  Egypt— she's  enjoying  life  there. 

Nile  Kurashige  was  enjoying  her 
off-season  hanging  out  with  Kili,  her 
daughter.  She’s  teaching  Kili  Japanese 
by  only  communicating  in  Japanese, 
and  consequently,  Nile  often  catches 
herself  talking  Japanese  to  all  children 
now.  By  the  time  of  this  publication,  she 
will  be  back  to  work  at  Volunteer  Park 
Conservatory,  which  is  celebrating  its 
centennial  this  year.  She  also  spent  time 
with  Sarah  Rudd,  now  vice  president  of 
analytics  and  software  development  at 
Stat  DNA,  analyzing  soccer  data.  Sarah 


has  her  dream  job  now,  and  she  gets  to 
take  her  dog.  Cooper,  to  the  office. 

Migna  Taveras  Lespinasse 
120-32  83rd  Avenue,  Apt.  3B 
Kew  Gardens,  NY  11415 
917.612.1390 
mignataveras@gmail.com 
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Deena  Fox  married  Andrew  Birnbaum 
(CU)  on  Jan.  15  at  the  Carnegie  Institution 
in  Washington,  D.C.  Naomi  Newman 
and  Rachel  Zivic  (CC  ’03)  participated  in 
leading  the  ceremony.  Judith  Horwitz, 
Michelle  Rosen  Sapir,  and  Abigail 
Waldman  also  participated  in  the 
wedding.  Deena  works  as  an  attorney  in 
the  civil-rights  division  at  the  Department 
of  Justice. 

Suehaii  Mercado  Ratajczyk  married 
Peter  Ratajczyk  in  Aruba  in  a small, 
intimate  ceremony  on  the  beach  on  May 
12,  2011.  On  Jan.  19,  2012,  their  son, 
Stefan  Ian  Ratajczyk,  was  born,  Suehaii 
works  at  NYC’s  Metropolitan  Transit 
Authority  as  an  associate  staff  analyst. 

liana  Garon  is  teaching  high  school 
English  for  the  NYC  Department 
of  Education,  She  has  been  writing 
freelance  for  several  magazines,  including 
Education  Week  and  Dissent,  as  well  as 
the  Huffington  Post.  She  has  also  been 
running  competitively.  This  April,  she  ran 
her  first-ever  half-marathon,  finishing  with 
a time  of  1 :53:32.  She  still  lives  on  the 
Upper  West  Side. 

Aileen  Silbert  graduated  in  May  2011 
from  NYU’s  Counseling  for  Mental  Health 
and  Wellness  program  with  a master’s  in 
mental-health  counseling.  She's  currently 
working  as  a psychotherapist. 

Mia  Minen  is  finishing  her  residency 
in  neurology  at  Columbia  Presbyterian 
and  has  a fellowship  in  neuropsychiatry  at 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Lily  Koppel  married  Tom  Folsom,  a 
fellow  author,  in  October  2011.  Signe 
Shackelford  attended  as  an  honorary 
bridesmaid.  Lily  is  finishing  her  second 
book.  The  Astronaut  Wives  Club,  about  the 
wives  of  the  U.S.  spacemen,  which  is  being 
published  in  2013  and  developed  into  a TV 
series.  She  has  been  spending  time  with 


Emily  Brennan  and  Whitney  Kassel, 

who  has  moved  back  to  New  York  City 
from  Washington,  D.C. 

Sarah  Housman  Grossman’s 

daughter,  Hannah,  is  1 and  wears  her 
Barnard  onesie  ail  the  time,  a gift  from 
Julianna  Goldman.  Sarah  and  her 
husband  graduated  from  Brown  Medical 
School  in  May  and  will  start  residency  in 
internal  medicine  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital 
in  Boston,  where  they  will  be  co-residents 
with  her  twin  sister,  Elizabeth  Housman, 
and  her  husband,  Jonah. 

Free  Mondesire  attended  the  Pre- 
Open  House  for  Admitted  Students  of 
Color  in  April  2012  with  her  mom  and  little 
sister.  They  had  a blast  connecting  with 
the  newest  Barnard  women  and  hearing 
about  the  exciting  lives  of  the  fabulous 
alumnae  from  the  classes  of  1970  through 
2011, 

Virginia  Ruth  Robinson  was 

recently  recognized  with  an  Outstanding 
Achievement  Award  for  pharmaceutical 
marketing  by  the  global  pharmaceutical 
communications  agency  Synapse  Medical 
Communications. 

Amanda  Goldfine  Hofman  is  thrilled 
to  announce  the  birth  of  a baby  girl,  Ella 
Simone,  on  Feb.  18.  Hopefully,  she’ll  be 
joining  Sara  Levine  Kornfield’s  daughter, 
Orly,  for  Barnard  Class  of  2033! 

Adrienne  Rose  graduated  from  NYU’s 
law  school  in  May  201 1 . She’s  now  living 
in  Philadelphia  while  clerking  for  ajudge 
in  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

She  regularly  enjoys  trips  to  New  York  to 
visit  her  Barnard  friends,  who  remain  an 
important  part  of  her  life. 

Jill  May  graduated  from  Boston 
College  with  an  MSW.  She’s  working 
at  Harlem  Hospital  providing  individual 
counseling  for  children,  adolescents,  and 
adults  living  with  HIV/AIDS.  She  lives  on 
the  Upper  West  Side. 

Janessa  Stream  Graves  received  her 
PhD  in  health-services  research  from  the 
University  of  Washington  in  September 
and  is  a postdoctoral  fellow  in  pediatric 
trauma  at  the  Harborview  Injury  Prevention 
and  Research  Center  in  Seattle.  She 
recently  met  up  with  Alice  Nunes  at  the 
UW  School  of  Dentistry  Gala  and  attended 
a Passover  seder  hosted  by  Kate  Kurtz 
and  Jacob  Sheppard  (CC  ’03)  in  Seattle. 

Anna  Melman 

anna_melman@alum.barnard.edu 
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We  have  some  new  additions  to  our  '04  family. 
Lauren  Webster  married  Josh  Mease  in 
Duck,  N.C.,  where  Shana  Bromberg  was 
a bridesmaid,  Lauren  has  been  working  as 
a digital  design  consultant  for  Origins  and 
running  her  own  firm,  Webster  & Sons. 

Maeira  Halpern  gave  birth  to  a girl, 
Genevieve,  who  joins  her  brothers,  Simon 
and  Ezra.  Maeira  manages  two  real  estate 
firms  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Lillian  Mongeau  married  Colder 
Hughes  (SEAS  '04)  on  Mt.  Hood,  and 
Anne  Pol  was  a bridesmaid.  Lillian  has 
completed  her  master's  in  journalism  from 
the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  and 
now  freelances  for  print  and  radio. 

Bat-Sheva  Lerner  Maslow  now  has 
a trio  of  beautiful  girls,  with  the  birth  of 
Yakira  Eliana,  sister  to  twins  Aderet  and 
Tehila.  Bat-Sheva  is  an  ob/gyn  resident  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  lives  in 
Philly  with  her  husband,  Jonathan  Maslow. 

Emily  Spahr  married  Thomas  Andrew 
Madden  in  New  York.  The  wedding  party 
included  Natalie  Legglo,  Erica  Magaril 
'05,  and  Hattie  Silberberg  '03. 

Cur  classmates  have  been  doing 
exciting  work.  To  stay  diversified  and 
self-employed.  Yuan  (CIcI)  Cao  has  been 
trying  her  hand  at  real  estate.  Mandarin 
translation,  and  being  a travel  agent. 

Shllpa  Cheela  completed  her 
medical  degree  from  Rochester  School  of 
Medicine  and  is  completing  her  internship 
in  emergency  medicine  at  Robert  Wood 
Johnson  Hospital  in  New  Jersey, 

Kate  Sullivan  has  been  promoted  to 
editor  at  Little,  Brown  Books  for  Young 
Readers,  where  she  edits  for  authors  such 
as  Cornelia  Funke  and  Gail  Carriger. 

Annarose  Fitzgerald  is  a PhD 
candidate  at  the  University  of  New 
Mexico,  studying  “The  Fact  of  God:  Form 
and  Belief  in  Modern  British  Poetry." 

She  was  recently  joined  by  Erin  Ratz, 
Phoebe  Ford,  Michelle  Choy,  and  Katy 
Belshelm.  Annarose  reports,  “We  had  a 
great  time  catching  up  and  relaxing  in  the 
mineral  baths  spa  at  Cjo  Caliente." 

And  as  a reminder  that  you're  never 
far  from  alumnae,  Jalmie  Wesker  writes, 
“Just  moved  to  Atlanta  to  work  as  a 
manager  for  Trader  Joe's  and  ran  into 
Beth  Meister  '06,  a fellow  Bacchantae 
alumna,  randomly  in  the  grocery  aisles.  It 


made  my  week  to  see  a familiar  Barnard 
face  in  a new  city.” 

Megan  Mei  Yin  Lam 
lam.megan@gmail.com 

Jessy  S.  Warner-Cohen 
jessy1@alum.barnard.edu 
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Let's  start  with  the  graduations  we're 
celebrating!  Veronica  Brooks  Goff, 
Sheena  Gordon,  and  Manmeet  Kaur 

graduated  from  Columbia  Business 
School,  and  Carly  Jacobson  received 
her  doctor  of  physical  therapy  from  Duke 
University. 

Maybe  the  new  graduates  can  pass 
along  some  study  to  tips  to  my  fellow 
California  resident  Stella  Yun  Xu, 
who's  leaving  the  West  Coast  behind 
and  moving  to  the  U.K.  to  attend  the 
London  School  of  Economics.  After  four 
years  as  a researcher  and  economist  in 
the  alternative  investments  division  at 
Deutsche  Bank  in  San  Francisco,  she's 
excited  about  the  move  and  looks  forward 
to  connecting  with  alumnae  there.  Those 
of  us  in  SF  are  going  to  miss  Stella, 

Meanwhile,  our  classmates  are  also 
kicking  serious  butt  as  accomplished 
career  women.  (Big  surprise,  I know.) 
Chl-Young  Park  just  finished  work 
as  the  associate  producer  and  archival 
researcher  for  a special  edition  of  Secrets 
of  New  York,  which  aired  on  NYC  Life 
beginning  May  1.  This  episode  follows  her 
work  on  the  fourth  season  of  Secrets  of 
New  York.  The  season  was  nominated  for 
four  2012  New  York  Emmys  and  won  an 
Emmy  for  its  episode  on  Prohibition  and 
speakeasies.  As  if  that  weren't  enough, 
Chi-Young  also  ran  her  first  half-marathon 
in  March,  the  NYC  Half-Marathon,  and 
completed  the  race  in  1:55:04.  She 
followed  up  with  the  Women's  Half- 
Marathon  in  April  (1:59:05). 

Amanda  Prischak  has  a new  position 
as  a senior  content  development  specialist 
with  a Fortune  500  company,  Erie 
Insurance.  She's  very  excited  to  help  head 
up  one  of  the  longest-running  company 
newsletters  in  the  U.S.,  among  other 
writing  and  editing  duties. 

Genevieve  (Genny)  Cortinovis 


is  launching  her  own  line  of  artisanal 
and  socially  conscious  clothing,  called 
Dipped  & Dyed,  drawing  upon  her 
experiences  as  a textile  designer  in 
Cambodia.  The  company  is  partnering 
with  a Phnom  Penh-based  social 
enterprise  that  hires  and  trains 
women  with  HIV  in  textile  arts  as  well  as 
a community  of  master  ikat  weavers  in 
Cambodia's  Takeo  province. 

Tessa  LaNeve  is  teaching  a graduate 
seminar  in  dramatic  structure  for  the  new 
Fordham/Primary  Stages  MFA  playwriting 
program  this  fall  with  Barnard  faculty 
member  Tanya  Barfield. 

And  last  but  certainly  not  least,  Sara 
Sebrow  Fredman  and  her  husband,  Elly, 
recently  welcomed  their  daughter,  Leor 
Leba  (Leelee).  An  hour  after  she  was 
born,  the  pediatrician  pronounced  her  both 
“beautiful"  and  “full  of  poise,”  making  her 
a shoo-in  for  the  Barnard  Class  of  2030. 
The  happy  family  lives  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  Sara  is  finishing  up  her  second  year 
studying  medieval  literature  in  the  English 
PhD  program  at  Washington  University. 

Deena  B.  Shanker 

845.551.0173 

deena.shanker@gmail.com 
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Lauren  Joyce  and  May  Lam  met  up  in 

Boston.  Lauren  is  enrolled  in  Wharton 
Business  School,  and  May  is  in  Harvard 
Business  School.  May  recently  launched 
a start-up  called  the  Harvard  Bee,  which 
sells  bundles  of  HBS  application  essays. 

Mira  Krivoshey  graduated  from  Chio 
State  University  with  a master's  in  public 
health  and  a graduate  interdisciplinary 
specialization  in  sexuality  studies. 

Lauren  Blaesing  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Cregon  School  of  Law  and  is 
a law  clerk  at  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Lauren 
recently  eloped  with  Jim  Nowierski  in  Park 
City,  Utah.  They  live  in  Portland. 

This  year,  Nicole  Molofsky  Strongin 
married  Michael  S.  Strongin.  She's 
finishing  her  MBA  at  Columbia. 

Erica  Greenberg  was  married  to 
David  Bell  at  St.  Paul's  Chapel  of  Columbia 
University.  Bridesmaids  Tiffany  Kim, 

Lee  Norsworthy,  and  Jennifer  Shearer 
shared  in  the  festivities. 
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This  fall,  former  Barnard  roommates 
Stefanie  Greenberg  and  Juliana 
Greenberg  Sclair  both  had  baby  girls. 
Stefanie  and  her  husband,  Marc  Mingel 
(GS  ’06),  had  Emmy  Grace.  Just  six  weeks 
later,  Juliana  and  her  husband,  Seth  Sclair, 
had  Adriana  Lily.  Emmy  and  Adriana  have 
already  had  several  play  dates  and  plan  to 
be  Class  of  2034  Barnard  roommates. 

In  March,  Yocheved  Schwartz 
Lindenbaum  and  her  husband,  Shua,  had 
a baby  girl  named  Aderet  Tehilla. 

Jasmine  Sasanian  and  her  husband, 
Adam  Mehes  (CU  Law  ’10),  had  a baby  boy 
named  Bradley.  They  are  enjoying  showing 
him  New  York  City. 

Jessica  Brown  completed  a judicial 
externship  with  Justice  Ming  W,  Chin  at 
the  Supreme  Court  of  California.  She 
was  in  chambers  during  the  Perry  v. 

Brown  case,  in  which  the  Court  ultimately 
ruled  that  sponsors  of  the  controversial 
California  ban  on  same-sex  marriage 
(Proposition  8)  have  the  right  to  defend 
the  initiative  in  court,  allowing  the  case 
to  be  heard  in  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  On  Feb.  7,  2012,  a three-judge 
panel  of  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
. ruled  that  the  ban  on  same-sex  marriage 
in  California  is  unconstitutional,  paving 
the  way  for  the  case  to  be  heard  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  Jessica  is 
: now  completing  a judicial  externship  with 
, Judge  Mehmet  Guney  in  the  Joint  Appeals 
Chamber  of  the  International  Criminal 
‘ Tribunal  for  the  former  Yugoslavia  and  the 
I International  Criminal  Tribunal  for  Rwanda 
■ in  The  Hague. 

Alex  Stevens 

152  Montague  Street,  Apt. 3 
: Brooklyn,  NY  11201 
alexstevens3@gmail.com 

Sarah  McNally 

. 2101  Chestnut  Street,  Apt.  1708 
' Philadelphia,  PA  19103 
sarah.j.mcnally@gmail.com 
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i Leticia  Wouk  Almino  de  Souza 

1 graduated  from  the  Yale  School  of 
Architecture  in  2011  and  is  working  at 
Robert  A.M.  Stern  Architects  in  New  York. 


She  was  featured  (as  the  only  woman  of 
the  eight  selected)  in  the  Wallpaper*  201 1 
Directory  for  promising  young  graduates  in 
the  field  of  architecture. 

Elizabeth  Case  finished  her  second 
year  at  Northwestern  Law  School.  She 
was  a recent  summer  associate  at  Willkie 
Farr  & Gallagher  LLP  in  New  York. 

Svetlana  Kolomeyer  graduated  from 
Brooklyn  Law  School.  After  a grueling 
summer  studying  for  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Exam,  she’s  excited  to  begin  working 
as  an  assistant  district  attorney  with  the 
Bronx  District  Attorney’s  office  in  January. 
She’d  like  to  give  a special  thanks  to  the 
Barnard  Babysitting  Agency,  through 
which  she  met  so  many  great  families  and 
made  lots  of  lifelong  connections. 

Jacqueline  Lerescu  is  finishing  her 
third  year  in  the  PhD  program  in  French 
literature  at  Columbia  University  and  is 
beginning  to  work  on  her  dissertation  on 
readership  of  late  19th  and  early  20th- 
century  French  poetry.  She’s  also  teaching 
French  language  at  Columbia  and  was 
awarded  the  Jeanne  Varney  Pleasants 
Award  for  excellence  in  teaching. 

Judith  Meer  congratulates  Daniela 
Arreola-Segrove  on  receiving  her 
master’s  in  higher  education  from 
Columbia  and  a Fuibright  Grant  to  the 
Principality  of  Andorra.  Judith  plans  to  visit 
Daniela.  Judith  started  her  doctorate  in 
physical  therapy  at  New  York  University 
this  summer,  and  she’s  in  the  process 
of  moving  onto  her  sailboat  (she  prefers 
seasickness  over  rent). 

Laura  Spiekerman  has  been  at 
Imprint  Capital,  an  impact  investment 
advisory  firm  in  San  Francisco,  for  almost 
a year  and  loves  it.  She  works  mostly  on 
emerging-markets  investments,  so  she 
has  been  lucky  enough  to  travel  to  Mexico, 
India,  and  Kenya  looking  for  investments 
that  benefit  low-income  populations. 

She  lives  in  the  Castro  with  a friend 
from  college  (CC  ’07)  and  has  become 
involved  with  the  Barnard  Club  of  Northern 
California. 

Sophomore-year  roommates  Ann 
Klibaner  Sultan  (CU  Law  ’11)  and 
Judith  (Ditty)  Vick  enjoy  meeting  up 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  After  completing  a 
postdoctoral  fellowship  in  mediation,  Ann 
moved  to  Cambridge  in  January  with  her 
husband,  Harold  Sultan  (GSAS  ’12),  and 
their  son,  Bobby,  and  is  now  practicing 
as  a corporate  attorney  and  mediator  in 
downtown  Boston.  Ann  frequently  has 


lunch  with  her  senior-year  roommate, 
Adinah  Katz  ’09,  who  works  nearby  as  a 
quality-assurance  analyst  at  a computer 
software  company.  Adinah  is  the  secretary 
of  her  company’s  community-service 
committee,  assisting  in  raising  more  than 
$100,000  annually  for  families  in  need 
of  financial  assistance.  She  recently  ran 
a 10K  for  neuroblastoma  research.  After 
working  for  three  years  as  the  coordinator 
of  Barnard’s  writing  and  speaking 
programs.  Ditty  now  works  as  a clinical 
research  coordinator  at  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  and  also  enjoys  spending 
time  with  Estie  Wolf  ’07,  Amarynth  Sichel 
’11,  and  Kari  Putterman  ’11.  She  has 
applied  to  medical  school  to  enter  in  fall 
2013,  volunteers  for  the  Boston  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  has  started  a working 
group  for  writers  and  scientists,  and  is 
training  for  a half-marathon  in  October. 

Kathryn  (Katie)  Tobin  works 
on  gender,  social  development,  and 
communications  for  the  United  Nations 
Non-Governmental  Liaison  Service  and 
lives  in  Brooklyn.  She  joined  the  Barnard 
College  Club  of  New  York. 

Brianna  DeSantis 

216  West  102nd  Street,  Apt.  6G 

New  York,  NY  10025 

brianna.desantis@gmail.com 
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Abby  Bernstein  has  spent  three  years 
pursuing  her  songwriting  career.  She  has 
toured  as  the  opening  act  for  Barenaked 
Ladies,  and  she  now  heads  her  own 
publishing  company,  which  she  uses  to 
license  her  original  music  to  film  and  TV 
studios.  One  of  these  songs  was  featured 
in  the  finale  of  HBO’s  show  Girls.  She’ll 
soon  release  her  second  album.  Talk  in 
Tongues.  In  addition,  Abby  works  as  a 
composer/producer  for  an  advertising 
company,  yessian.com,  for  which  she 
composes  jingles. 

Stephanie  Turner  graduated  from 
Yale  Law  School  in  May  and  took  the  New 
York  bar  this  summer.  Next  year,  she’ll 
serve  as  a clerk  for  Judge  Norma  Shapiro 
on  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia. 
The  following  year,  she  will  clerk  for  Judge 
Michael  Chagares  on  the  U.S.  Court  of 
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Appeals  for  the  Third  Circuit  in  Newark, 
N.J.  She  has  also  published  two  articles 
and  one  student  comment  in  law  journals/ 
reviews  this  year,  both  of  which  focus  on 
various  issues  in  law  and  the  humanities, 
including  First  Amendment,  art  law,  and 
intellectual  property. 

Caroline  Silver  lives  with  her 
partner  in  Seattle  and  is  a development 
and  communications  assistant  for  an 
international  NGO,  Mercy  Corps.  She 
works  in  media  relations  and  major-gifts 
fund-raising.  She  also  has  a small  farm 
in  her  backyard  with  a greenhouse  and  is 
getting  chickens  soon. 

Rosara  Robinson  Torrisi  is  gearing 
up  for  opening  her  sex-therapy  practice  on 
Long  Island  in  September. 

Sara  Mangiapane  is  an  analyst  at  the 
consulting  firm  McKinsey  and  Company. 
She  has  been  accepted  as  a fellow  in 
the  marketing  and  sales  area  of  the  firm, 
where  she'll  focus  on  client  work. 

Hema  Bajaj  is  an  associate 
marketing  manager  for  Nickelodeon 
Games  Group,  where  she  leads  several 
digital  and  print-marketing  initiatives  tor 
the  new  Nickelodeon  property  Monkey 
Quest.  Outside  work,  Hema  is  the  gala 
coordinator  tor  the  Indian  Film  Festival  of 
Los  Angeles,  tor  which  she  planned  both 
the  opening  and  closing  night  events, 
which  were  attended  by  more  than  900 
guests.  In  the  next  two  years,  Hema  plans 
to  get  an  MBA  with  a focus  on  marketing. 

Last  fall,  after  teaching  preschool  in  the 
Bay  Area  for  two  years,  Cynthia  Sleight 
began  teaching  at  a small,  independent 
Benedictine  middle  and  high  school  as 
residential  faculty  tor  its  boarding  program. 
She  also  teaches  middle  school  French 
and  assists  with  theatre  productions. 

Myriam  Alexander-Kearns  recently 
finished  working  at  a community-action 
agency  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  she 
began  as  an  Americorps  VISTA  volunteer 
and  eventually  moved  to  full-time  case 
management.  She  spent  the  summer 
visiting  friends  in  Paris  and  then  moved  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  she  entered  the 
master’s  of  public  policy  program  at  the 
Georgetown  Public  Policy  Institute. 

This  tall,  Laura  Herron  begins  American 
University’s  doctoral  program  in  clinical 
psychology  in  Washington,  D.C.  —Ai/L 

Alexandra  Loizzo 
alexandra.v.loizzo@gmail.com 


Jennifer  Feierman 
jennifer.feierman@gmail.com 
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in  the  tali,  Hayley  Negrin  will  join 
the  NYU  department  of  history  as  a 
doctoral  candidate  under  its  MacCracken 
Fellowship  Program.  Her  research  focus 
will  include  Native  American  legal  issues 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  Atlantic  world. 

Malgorzata  (Gosia)  Pawlak  obtained 
her  master’s  from  the  Josef  Korbel  School 
of  international  Studies  at  the  University 
of  Denver.  She  majored  in  international 
development  with  a focus  in  gender  and 
democratization.  Gosia  has  been  involved 
as  an  intern  or  volunteer  with  the  White 
House  Project,  Search  for  Common 
Ground,  and  American  Red  Cross. 

Meagan  McElroy  finished  her  first 
year  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
School  of  Law,  where  she  has  been 
appointed  archives  section  head  of 
JURIST  and  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  American  Constitution  Society.  This 
summer,  Meagan  completed  an  internship 
at  the  Women’s  Law  Project’s  Western 
Pennsylvania  office.  This  tall,  she  begins 
work  on  a master  of  science  degree  in 
public  policy  and  management  at  Carnegie 
Mellon  University  as  part  of  Pitt  and 
CMU’s  JD/MS  joint  degree  program. 

Sherina  Persaud  graduated  with 
her  master’s  in  clinical  psychology  from 
the  New  School  tor  Social  Research. 

She  begins  her  PhD  this  tall.  Sherina 
has  been  working  at  the  New  York  State 
Psychiatric  Institute/Columbia  Medical 
Center,  managing  two  research  projects 
in  the  department  of  psychiatry,  funded 
by  the  National  Institutes  of  Health.  She 
is  conducting  her  own  research  at  the 
Newark  Renaissance  House,  examining 
the  effects  of  attachment-related 
disorders  in  mothers  and  their  subsequent 
effects  on  parent-child  relationships  in  a 
sample  of  substance-abusing  mothers  in 
an  inpatient  rehabilitation  program. 

On  Feb.  19,  Sarah  Kupferberg 
married  Stephen  Andrews  on  Long 
Island.  The  two  reside  in  central  New 
Jersey,  where  Sarah  works  in  nonprofit 
management  consulting. 

Nancy  Elshami  was  awarded  the 
Frances  Perkins  Scholarship  at  Cornell 


University  School  of  Industrial  and  Labor 
Relations  to  pursue  a master's  in  labor 
market  policy  and  international  and 
comparative  labor. 

Emma  Candon  is  employed  by  Kobe 
College  High  School,  a private  girl’s 
school  in  Nishinomiya,  Japan.  As  part  of 
the  Gottschalk  Fellowship,  she  teaches 
English  language  alongside  three  other 
North  American  teachers. 

In  May,  Anna  Steffens  received 
her  master’s  in  social  work  from  Hunter 
College.  Anna  worked  with  Harlem  RBI, 
an  East  Harlem  youth-development 
organization,  through  the  summer. 

Emily  Baierl  will  attend  the  graduate 
program  at  the  Bard  College  Center  tor 
curatorial  studies,  this  September. 

Angel  Lam  is  a management 
consultant  at  Arthur  D.  Little  in  London. 

On  Jan.  9,  Nicole  Mizrahi  and  her 
husband,  Ephrayim,  welcomed  a baby  girl, 
Carmela  Duha  Gabbai.  Nicole  started 
optometry  school  at  SUNY  this  summer. 

After  completing  her  second  year  at 
NYU  Law  School,  Sally  Davis  worked  as 
a 2012  summer  associate  at  Ropes  & Gray 
LLP,  splitting  her  summer  between  the 
firm’s  Boston  and  New  York  offices. 

Sally  Davis 

20  West  64th  Street,  Apt.  36J 
New  York,  NY  10023 
917.539.0349 
sallyndavis@gmail.com 
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This  year  Marjorie  (Jorie)  Dugan 

gained  experience  in  NGOs  working  in 
the  Philippines  for  the  Coalition  Against 
Trafficking  in  Women— Asia  Pacific, 
conducting  field  research  on  trafficking 
in  indigenous  populations,  advocating  for 
legislative  amendments  to  current  laws 
and  policies,  and  helping  with  outreach  in 
red-light  areas  to  combat  trafficking  and 
prostitution.  In  South  Africa,  Jorie  works 
for  Ikamva  Labantu  in  Cape  Town  to  help 
establish  a parent  center  and  improve 
early-childhood  development  access  to 
preschool  children,  orphans,  and  other 
vulnerable  children. 

Maggie  Astor  was  a political  reporter 
for  the  International  Business  Times,  and 
is  now  a copy  editor  and  Web  producer  for 
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Call  of  Duty 

Alicia  Cartwright  '06 

When  Alicia  Cartwright  entered  Barnard’s 
premed  program,  she  didn’t  consider  law 
enforcement  a viable  career  option.  But, 
while  training  to  be  an  emergency  medical 
technician,  she  saw  a steady  stream  of  assault 
and  shooting  victims  pass  through  the 
emergency  room  at  New  York’s  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital — and  felt  the  first  inkling  of  what 
would  ultimately  blossom  into  a passion. 

Back  home  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  working  as  a part-time  EMT  after 
graduating,  Cartwright  routinely  came  into  contact  with  police  officers. 

“They  were  different  from  what  I was  expecting:  They  were  intelligent  and 
compassionate,”  she  says.  “That  piqued  my  interest,  so  I started  working  as 
dispatcher  to  see  if  I liked  police  work — and  I did.” 

It  was  then  an  easy  decision  to  enroll  in  the  police  academy  and  take  a 
position  as  a sheriff’s  deputy.  Cartwright,  now  27,  spends  part  of  her  time 
patrolling  the  borderlands  of  western  Pima  County,  an  area  notorious  for  drug 
trafficking.  She’s  often  the  first  to  arrive  on  the  scene  of  medical  calls  and  car 
accidents,  situations  where  her  EMT  training  comes  in  handy. 

Cartwright’s  coolheaded  self-assurance  belies  the  hard  work  she’s  had  to 
put  in  to  prove  herself  as  one  of  only  two  women  on  a police  force  of  18.  She 
attributes  much  of  the  resolve  to  do  so  to  her  time  at  Barnard:  “Every  week, 
[Doris  Miller  in  College  Activities]  would  leave  a message  on  our  voicemail 
saying  things  like,  ‘Good  morning,  my  flower  garden  of  strong  Barnard 
women,”’  she  says.  “Barnard  gave  me  a strong  shot  of  female  empowerment, 
as  well  as  the  confidence  to  pursue  a nontraditional  career.” 

Cartwright’s  immediate  ambition  is  to  become  a detective.  In  the  longer 
term,  she’s  considering  law  school  and  perhaps  a career  in  politics.  Eor  the 
time  being,  she’s  content  to  promote  a more  personal  cause.  A year  and  a half 
ago,  she  helped  found  the  Southern  Arizona  Women  of  Law  Enforcement,  an 
organization  dedicated  to  networking  and  training.  “It  can  be  so  difficult  for 
women,”  she  says.  “My  sergeant  once  told  me,  ‘In  this  job,  if  a man  is  lazy, 
he’s  lazy.  If  a woman  is  lazy,  all  women  are  lazy.’” 

While  Cartwright  acknowledges  becoming  a police  officer  isn’t  the  obvious 
choice  for  female  college  graduates,  she  regrets  she  didn’t  do  so  sooner.  To 
young  women  contemplating  a career  in  law  enforcement,  she  says,  “Don’t 
be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  try  it.  It’s  a wonderful  experience.  And  if  you  don’t 
end  up  liking  it,  law  enforcement  can  still  lead  to  so  many  other  interesting, 
fulfilling  careers.”  — Marc  Mewshaw 


The  New  York  Times. 

Aditi  Shankar  is  an  analyst  at  a 
health-care  management-consulting  firm 
in  New  Jersey,  trying  to  find  her  way  up 
the  corporate  world  while  learning  and 
growing  through  the  journey.  She  hopes 
to  teach  herself  how  to  play  the  guitar  or 
learn  a new  language. 

Kaley  Hanenkrat  moved  to  Kiev, 
Ukraine,  for  a Fulbright  Fellowship 
to  research  political  activism  and 
democratization.  Fler  research  introduced 
her  to  fascinating  and  incredible  people 
who  are  committing  themselves  to 
making  their  country  better  in  spite  of  the 
discouraging,  undemocratic  actions  of  the 
government  and  political  leaders. 

Kalema  Boateng  is  the  president  of 
NYC  Hollaback  Stop  Street  Harassment, 
working  as  a freelance  consultant  at  a 
branding  firm  in  Manhattan,  and  studying 
for  her  graduate  school  examination  while 
assisting  with  multiple  community-based 
endeavors  for  event  coordinating  and 
education  reform. 

Liza  Eliano  started  as  an  editorial 
assistant  at  the  New  York-based  art 
blogazine  Hyperallergic,  writing  art  reviews 
and  news  stories.  She  was  also  interning 
in  the  curatorial  department  at  MoMA  RS. 

1 in  Long  Island  City  and  has  moved  on  to 
a full-time  position  as  a publicity  assistant 
at  Random  House  while  staying  active  in 
the  art  world. 

Robyn  Gordon  lives  in  New  Orleans 
and  is  in  her  first  year  at  Tulane  Law 
, School.  This  summer,  she  worked  at  the 
I New  England  Innocence  Project  in  Boston 
I helping  to  free  the  wrongfully  convicted, 
f Tiara  Miles  moved  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
i to  work  for  General  Electric  Appliance 
; & Lighting.  She  joined  their  commercial 
; training  program  as  an  area  sales 
manager.  Soon  she’ll  relocate  to  another 
city  and  work  as  a field  sales  manager. 

Jillian  Schreiber  is  a student  at  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine  in  New  York. 
She's  doing  research  in  the  department 
; of  surgery  and  is  the  layout  editor  for  the 
college’s  art  and  literature  magazine. 

Yuhan  Chen  lives  in  Hong  Kong,  a 
fast-paced,  fashion-forward  city  and  the 
financial  center  of  Asia.  She’s  an  assistant 
executive  in  the  consumer  and  digital- 
marketing department  of  the  world’s 
i largest  independent  PR  firm,  Edelman 
, Public  Relations  Worldwide. 

Sharone  Golan  Tobias  is  getting  her 
master’s  in  international  security  policy  at 


Columbia  SIPA.  Afterward,  she  plans  on 
working  for  the  Department  of  Defense. 

In  the  meantime,  she  has  been  working  at 
the  Council  on  Foreign  Relations’  Foreign 
Affairs  magazine. 

Anna  Ward  works  at  a research  firm 
on  Wall  Street,  recruiting  consulting 
experts  in  various  industries  from  all  over 
the  world.  She  spends  her  free  time  writing 
a blog  on  cheese  and  volunteering  at 
cheese  classes  throughout  NYC. 

Libby  Brittain  has  been  living  in 
the  West  Village  and  working  at  Hearst 


Ventures,  the  early-  and  growth-stage 
venture-capital  wing  of  the  Hearst 
Corporation.  The  company  makes 
investments  in  technology  start-ups  that  are 
changing  the  way  we  produce,  consume,  and 
interact  with  media  online,  and  their  portfolio 
includes  companies  such  as  Pandora, 
Brightcove,  Buzzfeed,  and  Hootsuite. 

Veronica  Krantz  has  been  living  with 
her  mother,  who  is  her  best  friend  in  the 
world,  and  working  hard  in  the  greatest 
city  in  the  world,  making  sure  to  keep 
socializing  with  the  best  friends  in  the 
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In  Memoriam 

1924  Marian  Collins  Schuyler, 

June  9,  1987 

1927  Julia  Cauffman  Driscoll, 

March  5,  2012 

1933  Eleanor  Levy  Furman, 

May  29,  2012 

Cecelia  Freedland  Daniels, 

May  28,  2012 

Myra  Grigg  Diemer, 

April  25,  2012 

1940  Jean  Gainfort  Deppert, 

March  2,  2012 

Amy  Kerbecek  Irons. 

May  10,  2012 

1942  Louise  Woolfolk  Chesnut, 

March  26,  2012 

Lillian  Kates  Kaghan, 

Oct.  3,  2011 

1943  Frances  Donnellon  Updike, 

Oct.  21,  2011 

1944  Dorothy  Carroll, 

March  24,  2012 

1945  Betty  Holliday- 
Deckoff,  April  3,  2011 


world,  whom  she  met  at  the  greatest 
institutions  in  the  world:  Barnard  College 
and  Columbia  University. 

Anna  Engel  married  Rami  Glatt  in 
January  201 1.  Among  her  bridesmaids 
were  liana  Borzak  '10  and  Rachel 
Machefsky.  She  lives  in  California  with 
her  wonderful  husband  and  has  been 
working  at  the  L.A.  Jewish  Federation 
since  graduation. 

Naima  Green 
naimapatrice@gmail.com 

Sonal  Kumar 

347.628.2959 

sonalkumar2011@gmail.com 

Jessica  Ruby  ’11 

Jessica  Ruby  was 
selected  for  the 
prestigious,  nationally 
recognized  internship 
program  at  the  John 
F.  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing 
Arts.  The  internship  ran  from  January  to 
May,  and  she  served  as  the  marketing 
communications  intern  as  part  of  the 
DeVos  Institute  of  Arts  Management. 


Marion  Mann  Stoecker, 

April  22,  2012 

1946  Barbara  Cummins  Arendt, 

April  2,  2012 

Doris  Clark  Tucher, 

April  2,  2012 

Nancy  Chase  McMillan, 

Aug.  25,  2006 

1947  Doris  Gates  Dannemann, 

Feb.  28,  2012 

Doris  Soltis  McDonald, 

March  1,  2012 

1948  Barbara  Henly  Levy, 

March  10,  2012 

1950  Josephine  Nicastro  Ronnow, 

May  10,  2012 

Margot  Louria,  Nov.  28,  2011 
Carol  Haff  Hall,  March  10,  2012 

1951  Joan  Hibbard  Fleming, 

April  4,  2012 

1952  Anne  Coelho  Tiajoloff, 

June  28,  2009 

Lee  Fleshman  Jiranek, 

March  11,  2012 


Obituaries 

Sally  Chapman 

Barnard  Professor 
of  Chemistry  Sally 
Chapman  passed 
away  on  June  2, 

2012  after  a long 
illness.  Her  sister 
Diana  Chapman 
Walsh,  former  president  of  Wellesley 
College,  accepted  the  Barnard  Medal  of 
Distinction  on  Professor  Chapman’s  behalf 
at  Commencement  2012. 

After  obtaining  her  bachelor's  degree 
summa  cum  laude  from  Smith  College 
and  her  PhD  from  Yale  University, 
Chapman  joined  the  Barnard  faculty 
in  1975.  A fellow  of  the  Association 
of  Women  in  Science,  she  was  also  a 
charfer  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Advancement  of  Women  Chemists,  the 
principal  investigator  of  a grant  from  the 
National  Science  Foundation  ADVANCE 
Leadership  Program,  and  was  chosen  as 
Cutstanding  Woman  Scientist  by  AWIS 
Metro-NY  in  2002.  Professor  Chapman 
served  as  chair  of  the  Petroleum  Research 
Fund  Advisory  Board  and  chair  of  the 


1953  Elaine  Vorhaus  Shaw, 

Oct.  29,  2011 

Jeanne  Rigaud  Wegry, 

Feb.  28,  2012 

1954  Elaine  Paul  Kend,  May  12,  2012 

1955  Nancy  Lazrus  istel, 

April  25,  2011 

1957  Elizabeth  Norton,  March  1,  2012 

1958  Judith  Weider  Bloomgardener, 
Nov.  11,  2011 

Ellen  Weintrob  Schor, 

April  11,  2011 

1964  Marya  Lippman  Wolfman, 

April  6,  2012 

Laurie  Rogers  Rockett, 

March  12,  2012 

1965  Victoria  Rippere,  Feb.  28,  2012 
1971  Patricia  Pessar,  May  10,  2012 

1 974  Karen  O’Neal,  May  1 , 201 2 

1975  Lori  Rubin  Suser,  Dec.  20,  2011 
1977  Nancy  Crown,  April  5,  2012 
1983  Pamela  Fox,  Feb.  4,  2010 
1987  HeidiKriz,  May6,  2012 


ACS  Committee  on  Professional  Training. 
Former  chair  of  the  chemistry  department. 
Professor  Chapman  served  as  research 
mentor  for  many  Barnard  students,  and 
published  scientific  papers  in  collaboration 
with  these  students.  Her  research  involved 
computational  studies  of  gas-phase 
reaction  dynamics.  A beloved  mentor, 
teacher,  and  colleague.  Chapman  was  a 
role-model  and  guide  for  Barnard  women 
throughout  her  tenure 

Her  three  siblings,  her  brother-in-law, 
and  her  dear  friend,  Helene  de  Aguilar  '66, 
kept  a vigil  by  her  bedside  during  the  final 
week  of  her  life.  Her  sister  Diana  wrote, 
“She  knew  she  was  not  alone.  She  knew 
she  was  loved." 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  donations  can  be 
made  to  The  Sally  Chapman  Fund  at 
Barnard  College,  care  of  Bret  Silver,  vice 
president  for  development. 

Please  visit  barnard.edu  for  a more 
extensive  obituary  or  to  leave  a tribute  to 
the  late  professor. 
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on  the  cross  of  the  madonna-whore, 
j damned  if  they  do  and  if  they  don’t. 

To  some  older  feminists,  the  public 
eruption  of  these  tensions  stands  as 
proof  that  the  battle  for  women’s  rights 
has  not  yet  been  won.  To  many  students, 
though,  it  came  simply  as  a shock. 

I “It’s  hurtful,”  reported  one.  “Since  when 
should  I have  to  defend  myself  just  for 
going  to  the  school  I go  to?”  “Why,” 
asked  another  more  plaintively,  “are  they 
being  so  mean?” 

j Struggling  to  answer  these  questions, 

I wrote  an  open  letter  to  our  students  in 
late  March.  Noting,  thankfully,  that  the 
j worst  of  the  attacks  had  subsided  by  this 
I point,  I mentioned  how  well-reasoned 
counterattacks  led  by  students  on  both 
I sides  of  Broadway  had  helped  bring 
I the  situation  under  control.  But  still,  I 
wrote,  the  misogyny  we  had  experienced 
; was  shocking.  “Lurking  still  below  the 
surface  of  women’s  advancement  is  a 
sexism  that  refuses  to  die,  a sexism  that 
I rears  its  frightful  head  in  anonymous 
J online  commentary  and  Congressional 
i testimony  on  contraception;  on  hate 
! radio  and  in  electoral  contests  that  still 
I focus  on  female  candidates’  looks  rather 
than  their  achievements.”  I continued, 
j “Fighting  back  against  [sexism]  is  not 
I a crusade  owned  solely  by  women’s 
i colleges.  It  is  a fight  we  all  share,  and  a 
goal  we  cannot  afford  to  neglect.” 

Over  the  past  few  months,  I have  been 
delighted  to  see  our  students  rising  to 
this  fight  and  embracing  its  far-flung 
goals.  I have  been  heartened  by  their 
reenergized  interest  in  reproductive 
rights  and  by  their  willingness — across 
the  political  spectrum — to  engage  in 
political  debate  and  activity.  There  is  a 
new  activism  around  feminist  issues,  a 
new  willingness  by  this  generation  of 
students  to  grapple  with  problems,  from 
misogyny  to  work-life  balance,  that  their 
mothers  might  once  have  believed  were 
long  ago  laid  to  rest. 

Barnard  Commencement  of  2012 
will  be  remembered,  as  it  should  be, 
as  a glorious  day,  marked  by  great 
accomplishment  and  pride.  But  I will 
also  remember  the  disturbing  bumps 
along  the  way,  and  the  sobering  effect 
that  came  from  seeing  how  potent 
sexism  remains  today,  and  how  cruel. 


SALON:  A MILESTONE  BIRTHDAY 

Continued  from  Page  4 

did  that  decision  shape  your  life?  There 
used  to  be  a rich  tradition  of  Irish- 
Catholic  daughters  sacrificing  their  lives 
for  the  greater  good.  I didn’t  w'ant  to  be 
part  of  that  tradition.  When  September 
came,  it  was  time  to  go  back  to  school, 
and  I did.  I can’t  even  imagine  a parallel 
life  in  which  I stayed  at  home,  because 
I get  so  nauseous.  I’m  not  cut  out  for 
self-sacrifice. 

You  write  that  your  life  has  been 
nothing  like  you  imagined.  What  did 
you  imagine  it  would  be?  I didn’t  have 
a game  plan,  but  if  I had  it  would  just 
have  been  ...  less.  Less  in  terms  of  the 
jobs  I thought  I might  hold  and  the 
personal  decisions  I would  be  willing 
to  make  about  my  own  career.  Less  in 
terms  of  the  breadth  of  my  family  life.  I 
wouldn’t  have  had  the  audacity  to  think 
in  terms  of  the  columns,  the  best-seller 
list,  the  three  fantastic  kids.  I would 
have  had  narrow'er  plans,  which  is  why  I 
suppose  I’m  glad  I didn’t  make  many. 


SALON:  A CONCRETE  BARRIER 

Continued  from  Page  5 

to  vent  the  cooking  smoke  that  caused 
the  little  ones  to  cough  like  their  father. 
She  wanted  ceramic  floor  tiles  like  the 
ones  advertised  on  the  wall — tiles  that 
could  be  cleaned,  instead  of  broken 
concrete  that  harbored  filth.  With 
these  small  improvements,  she  thought 
her  children  might  stay  as  healthy  as 
children  in  Annawadi  could  be. 

Boo  got  her  start  at  the  Washington 
City  Paper  and  later  worked  at  the 
Washington  Post  before  becoming  a 
staff  writer  at  The  New  Yorker,  where 
she  wTote  about  the  poor.  Some  of 
her  most  riveting  pieces  explored  the 
effect  of  welfare  on  mothers,  the  lives 
of  survivors  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  and 
the  plight  of  factory  workers  who  faced 
unemployment.  In  2000  she  received 
the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Public  Service 
for  a series  about  the  mistreatment  of 
the  mentally  impaired  in  group  homes 
in  the  Washington  area,  reporting  that 
compelled  officials  to  launch  reforms, 
according  to  the  Pulitzer  judges. 

Two  years  later  she  was  awarded  a 
MacArthur  Foundation  “genius”  grant. 


The  story  of  India’s  poor  drew  Boo 
in  because,  as  she  noted  in  an  interview 
with  her  editor  published  on  the  author’s 
Web  site,  “in  India,  as  in  the  U.S., 
some  of  the  experts  most  ready  to 
describe  how  lower-income  people  are 
faring  weren’t  spending  much  time  with 
those  people....  Economic  growth  had 
brought  unprecedented  opportunities 
for  the  underprivileged,  officially.  But 
I longed  for  a fuller  sense  of  how  those 
on-the-books  opportunities  were  being 
experienced  on  the  ground.” 

Averting  our  eyes  from  the  poor  is  all 
too  easy,  she  pointed  out.  “In  this  age  of 
high  walls  and  security  gates,  it’s  pretty 
easy  not  to  see  and  think  about  those 
people  at  all,”  Boo  said.  “Seeing  what’s 
wrong — seeing  it  clearly — seems  to  me  a 
crucial  part  of  beginning  to  set  it  right.” 


PERILS  OF  THE  PRESIDENCY 

Continued  from  Page  9 

halfway.  “Reagan  said  ‘If  I can  get  half 
of  what  I want.  I’ll  take  it,”’  recalled 
Pious,  w’ho  added  that  that  sort  of 
moderation  has  all  but  disappeared. 

“Compromise  right  now  is  a dirty 
word,”  said  the  professor.  Instead  of 
being  applauded,  those  who  do  try  to 
reach  across  the  aisle  are  viewed  as  weak 
and  wimpy.  The  result  is  Congressional 
paralysis.  Presidents  are  swimming  in 
a political  sea,  Pious  added,  noting  that 
the  animus  toward  normal  political  give- 
and-take  has  made  it  almost  impossible 
for  the  White  House  to  get  anything  done. 

Of  course,  even  if  Republicans  and 
Democrats  were  somehow  able  to  put 
aside  their  differences  and  find  common 
ground,  the  way  forward  isn’t  exactly 
clear.  Indeed,  on  top  of  the  political 
animus.  Pious  believes  that  modern 
presidents  face  a growing  “crisis  of 
authority”  brought  on  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  policy  prescriptions  and 
theories  supplied  by  so-called  “experts” 
have  turned  out  to  be  dead  WTong.  As 
one  example,  he  recalled  that  in  the 
run-up  to  the  invasion  of  Iraq  President 
Bush’s  foreign  policy  advisers  predicted 
that  U.S.  troops  would  be  hailed  as 
liberators  and  showered  with  flowers  and 
sweets.  “Not  quite,”  said  Pious. 

Likewise,  he  quoted  from  a recent 
newsletter  put  out  by  Moody’s  Analytics, 
in  which  one  of  the  best  economic 
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forecasters  in  the  country  predicted 
that  job  growth  through  May  would  be 
enough  to  push  the  economy  forward. 
Instead  the  number  of  new  jobs  created 
actually  plummeted.  Pious  noted  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  examples  of  the 
best  experts  not  getting  it  right. 

Given  all  this,  it’s  not  surprising  that 
presidents  have  made  plenty  of  mistakes. 
I'he  problem  is  that  they  haven’t  been 
particularly  adept  at  learning  from  past 
missteps.  “Why  is  there  not  a learning 
curve?-*’’  Pious  asked.  Presidents  keep 
failing  to  apprehend  basic  lessons  from 
their  predecessors  about  how  to  handle 
corruption  issues  or  the  perils  of  covert 
operations  or  of  appointing  a “jerk,”  as 
he  put  it,  to  be  White  House  chief  of 
staff,  “It’s  like  Yogi  Berra  said,  'Deja  vu 
all  over  again.’  Every  W’hite  House  is 
using  the  same  script.” 

He  conceded  that  there  have  been  at 
least  a few  recent  presidential  success 
stories.  Bill  Clinton,  for  example,  did 
actually  manage  to  balance  the  federal 
budget  in  spite  of  the  Whitewater  and 
Lewinsky  scandals,  and  the  poisonous 
partisanship  he  faced  in  Congress.  As 
for  Obama,  Pious  said  he  also  deserves 
credit  for  some  savvy  politicking,  hut 
believes  he  may  have  overplayed  his 
hand.  “I  think  he  tried  for  too  much,” 
said  Pious,  adding  that  in  his  view  the 
health-care  plan  was  “beyond  what  the 
country  could  sustain.” 

How  that  affects  the  upcoming 
presidential  elections  remains  to  be 
seen.  In  the  meantime,  though.  Pious 
noted  that  in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  2010  decision  in  the  Citizens 
United  V.  Federal  Election  Coniniission, 
Obama’s  opponents  have  been  able  to 
funnel  unlimited  amounts  of  anonymous 
campaign  contributions  into  the  race.  In 
the  professor’s  view,  this  greatly  weakens 
accountability  and  undermines  the  U.S 
democratic  system  as  a whole.  The 
Citizens  United  decision  was  a disaster, 
affirmed  Pious. 


EMBRACING  THE  F WORD 

Conlinued  from  Page  13 

and  perhaps  more  courage  to  anger 
people  and  to  do  things  that  are  not 
popular.  Women  more  than  men,  in  my 
experience  in  the  legislature,  are  willing 
to  take  those  risks,”  she  explained. 


Does  it  matter  that  women  are  still 
unwilling  to  label  themselves  feminists? 
Drabinski  didn’t  think  so.  At  the 
beginning  of  her  introductory  gender 
and  women’s  studies  courses,  she 
always  asks  those  students  who  consider 
themselves  feminists  to  raise  their  hands. 
Maybe  three  out  of  70  do.  She  might 
double  the  number  of  self-identifying 
feminists  by  the  time  the  class  ends,  but 
it’s  still  less  than  10  percent.  The  label 
means  less  than  getting  them  to  think 
like  feminists,  she  said. 

Martin  took  care  to  mention  that  there 
are  a great  may  young  feminists  who  are 
speaking  out  on  blogs  and  participating 
in  conversations  about  reproductive 
and  other  rights.  Not  to  mention  the 
great  many  women  who  may  not  be 
calling  themselves  feminists  but  are  still 
advancing  the  cause. 


LIVING  WELL,  AGING  WELL 
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said  Steinberg,  who  noted  that  some 
women  over  the  age  of  50  should  still  be 
receiving  Pap  smears. 

She  returned  to  her  mantra:  “Don’t 
get  bamboozled  by  this  year’s  fad.” 
Shaking  her  finger  at  the  audience,  she 
smiled  broadly,  “It  will  be  next  year’s, 
‘Oh,  that  is  not  so  good  for  you.’” 

As  the  program  dosed,  Carolyn 
Silbermann  Koffler  ’32,  age  99,  rose  from 
her  seat  without  the  aid  of  a walker  or 
cane.  She  announced  that  she  attends  Tai 
Chi  classes  every  day  to  help  her  balance. 
Steinberg  affirmed  that  one’s  fitness 
routine  should  include  balance  exercises, 
because  “if  you  don’t  fall,  you  have  much 
less  chance  of  breaking  a bone.” 

Perhaps  it’s  not  only  genes,  exercise, 
diet,  and  attention  to  medical  issues,  but 
also  a positive  attitude  that  enhances 
our  health.  Koffler  mentioned  that  she 
goes  to  a senior  center  several  times  a 
week  for  companionship.  “My  friends,  of 
course,  died,”  she  said,  but  not  missing  a 
beat,  added,  “I  have  new  friends.” 


MASTERING  THE  INTERVIEW 

Continued  fwFi  Page  15 

Linkedin  and  Facebook  profiles,  as  well 
as  any  other  public  Internet  presence. 
Passarella  also  addressed  concerns 


like  appropriate  responses  to  the 
usual  “tell  me  about  your  strengths/ 
weaknesses.”  Instead  of  answering 
with  “I’m  a perfectionist,”  far  better 
to  state  something  along  these  lines, 

“my  Excel  skills  aren’t  that  high  so  I’ve 
signed  up  for  a professional  development 
course.”  Another  strategy  might  be 
acknowledging  a difficult  client  or  a 
glitch-ridden  project,  and  how  you 
handled  it  successfully. 

Passarella  suggested  that  candidates 
ask  the  interviewer  open-ended 
questions  about  the  most  rewarding  or 
most  challenging  situation  he  or  she  has 
faced.  “What’s  challenging  for  someone 
might  be  what  you  love  to  do,”  she  said. 

Salary  shouldn’t  come  up  during 
the  first  interview.  If  you’re  asked 
about  your  previous  or  current  salary, 
Passarella  offered  options  like,  “it’s 
negotiable  and  flexible,”  or  “when  I 
know  more  about  this  position  I can 
provide  the  information.” 

Finally,  don’t  waste  time  thinking 
about  what  you’ll  wear  for  the  interview. 
Have  an  appropriate  outfit,  like  a suit, 
ready  to  go  so  that  you’re  focused  on 
your  story,  not  your  appearance. 

Several  alumnae  who  attended  the 
workshop  found  it  beneficial.  “I’m  in 
transition  for  a second  career,”  said 
Wanda  Chin  ’77.  “This  was  very 
helpful.”  Having  these  interview  tips 
was  also  worthwhile  for  Elizabeth  Ayme 
’ll,  who  said,  “I’m  having  some  trouble 
getting  a job  I’m  satisfied  is  up  to  my 
level.  I want  to  increase  my  chances.” 

Sabrina  Scott  ’87  hoped  to  translate 
the  many  interviews  she  receives  into 
offers.  “I’m  told  I have  an  excellent 
resume,  but  I’m  not  getting  the  offers. 
I’m  so  grateful  Barnard  has  given  [this 
workshop]  for  alumnae.  This  was  really 
good  for  me.” 

From  Passarella  the  take-away  w-as, 
“You’re  not  going  in  there  thinking 
you’re  not  qualified.  Own  your  past 
experiences.  Go  confidently.” 

Visit  barnard.edulcd  for  more 
about  Career  Development  services. 


LAST  IMAGE:  CALL  FOR  ENTRIES 

Do  you  have  an  amazing  photograph  or  print 
piece  of  art  that  you  would  like  to  share  with 
fellow  alumnae?  Please  send  submissions  to 
David  Hopson  at  dhopson(g>barnard.edu. 
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LAST  IMAGE 


by  Adrienne  Penaloza  '12 


Mens  Klint,  Sjffilland,  Denmark 
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Illustration  by  Michael  Wertz 


by  Amy  Richards  '92 


Are  We  the 
Women  We 
Should  Be? 


When  I was  6 years  old,  I remember  defiantly  stating  that  I wanted  to  grow  up  to 
be  the  first  female  president  of  the  United  States.  By  the  time  I graduated  from 
Barnard,  I was  more  inclined  toward  being  the  “next”  Katie  Couric.  Today,  I’m 
very  happy  as  a writer,  lecturer,  and  small-business  owner.  As  I recently  celebrated 
my  20th  reunion  at  Barnard,  I’m  still  confident  that  ambition  is  in  my  blood  (as  is  a 
strong  work  ethic),  but  I’m  wondering  what  these  changed — dare  I say  diminished — 
goals  say  about  me  and  my  generation? 

At  Barnard,  I was  consciously  and  unconsciously  schooled  in  feminism — a natural 
consequence  of  studying  art  history  with  Jane  Rosenthal  and  modern  political 
movements  with  Dennis  Dalton.  I graduated  assuming  I would  work  for  a noble 
nonprofit  group  and  then  head  to  law  school.  This  is  what  I legitimately  thought 
I wanted,  but  also  what  I thought  was  expected  of  me.  Then  I got  hooked  on 
organizing  while  orchestrating  a cross-country  voter  registration  drive  and  have 
spent  the  decades  since  making  a rare  living  under  the  banner  of  feminism. 

My  feminist  education  started  when  I was  young,  raised  by  a mother  who  was  an 
early  subscriber  to  TIT.  Magazine  and  who,  from  the  time  I can  remember,  convened 
her  monthly  consciousness-raising  group  and  still  does.  As  I understood  it,  decades 
ago  most  women  were  trapped  in  the  limited  role  that  society  scripted  for  them.  To 
be  a good  woman  meant  mostly  that  you  had  to  keep  on  top  of  the  home  and  stay 
out  of  men’s  way.  Luckily,  by  the  time  my  generation  came  of  age,  many  women  had 
rebelled  against  this  duplicitous  “nature”  and  realized  they  wanted  and  were  capable 
of  everything  that  men  could  do — albeit  still  too  responsible  for  child  rearing. 

Years  later,  it  doesn’t  seem  that  women’s  lives  have  kept  pace  with  the  change  that 
preceded  my  coming-of-age  moment.  As  I assess  my  peer  group,  most  women  feel 
torn  between  two  dominant  possibilities:  being  “good”  women  as  narrowly  defined 
by  society  or  being  good  feminists  as  proposed  by  those  engaged  with  the  struggle 
for  women’s  equality.  Unlike  Betty  Friedan  and  earlier  feminists,  most  of  us  aren’t 
unemployed  and  bored  in  the  suburbs,  but  many  of  my  peers  are  asking  themselves 
a modern  version  of  what  Friedan  and  her  cohort  questioned  all  those  years  ago:  Are 
zve  the  icottieti  zee  zvere  supposed  to  become? 

For  what  lies  ahead,  I think  the  biggest  struggle  will  be  to  better  define  what  it 
means  to  he  successful  on  women’s  own  terms.  Competing  in  a mainstream  way, 
only  a handful  of  women  can  win.  As  the  last  presidential  election  showed,  there  is 
still  a woman  problem.  Hillary  Clinton  was  perceived  as  too  masculine;  Sarah  Palin, 
too  feminine.  In  other  words,  being  an  accomplished  woman  is  still  a liability. 

Study  after  study  confirms  that  women  want  balance,  they  want  to  plateau  their 
careers,  they  want  financial  reward,  but  don’t  need  it  excessively  so,  perhaps  that’s 
because  many  have  a wage-earning  male  by  their  side.  My  friends’  experiences  bear 
this  out — most  want  balance,  career,  kids,  time  for  friends,  and  time  to  do  the  things 
they  love.  I initially  saw  this  balance  as  a compromise,  hut  I have  come  to  see  that 
it  blames  women  too  much.  I think  women  are  finally  confident  enough  to  define 
success  on  their  own  terms.  As  it  is,  success  is  especially  penalizing  for  women,  who 
are  only  rewarded  for  excellence.  Men  can  be  “good  enough,”  but  for  a woman’s 
accomplishments  to  be  honored,  she  has  to  be  another  Oprah. 

I have  learned  to  stay  focused  on  what  I love  and  what  keeps  me  engaged  and 
enraged — emotionally  and  intellectually.  I never  plan  too  far  ahead  and  am  not 
scared  about  failing.  I’ve  always  sought  partnerships,  so  the  work  could  be  more 
fun  and  the  failures  could  be  cushioned.  And  I made  deliberate  choices,  choosing 
a partner  who  really  does  pull  his  weight  with  child  rearing  and  household  chores. 
Any  regrets  I have  for  steering  away  from  my  earlier  inclinations  are  entirely  about 
wishing,  at  moments,  for  societal  approval,  but  that’s  not  a better  benchmark  of 
success.  Looking  ahead  to  my  25th  reunion,  I wish  only  to  be  me. 
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K TO  SCHOOL 


||Fall  Courses  for  Barnard  Alumnae 


Revisiting  the  Classics: 

Origins  to  the  Renaissance  The  iVlodern  Novel 


Conversations  in 
Contemporary  Art 


In  the  spirit  of  humanism  that  distinguishes 
! liberal  arts  colleges,  Barnard  alumnae 
are  invited  to  revisit  the  classics  in  a 10- 
; week  course  taught  by  faculty  from  the 
I departments  of  English  and  classics.  For 
I all  their  universality,  literary  masterpieces 
I often  portray  women  as  peripheral 
’ characters,  confining  their  power  to 
the  islands  of  classical  witches  and  the 
! attics  of  romantic  madwomen.  We  will 
I challenge  canonical  dichotomies— culture/ 

; nature,  logos/pathos,  mind/body— that 
I cast  gender  as  an  essential  attribute 
'!  rather  than  a cultural  construction.  In 
! this  way,  masterpieces  will  emerge 
1 as  both  embodiments  of  old  verities 
I and  impediments  to  truth,  a record  of 
I universality  as  well  as  exclusion, 
i Weekly  seminar  meetings  will  be 
i punctuated  by  a series  of  four  special 
I lectures  designed  to  provide  a historical 
backdrop  for  close  readings  of  individual 
1 works  of  literature. 

1 September  19, 2012  - December  5, 2012 
I Wednesdays,  9:30ami  - 11:30am 
I The  Diana  Center,  Barnard 
Cost  (including  all  books):  $750 

i 


Join  best-selling  author  and  Barnard 
professor  in  English  and  writing  Mary 
Gordon  for  a shocking  exploration  of  sex, 
death,  money,  love,  marriage,  and  terrorism 
through  the  modern  novel. 

Participants  will  read  and  study 
five  novels  which  have  been  of  great 
importance  in  the  history  of  the  form: 
Joseph  Conrad’s  The  Secret  Agent, 
followed  by  Ford  Madox  Ford’s  The  Good 
Soldier,  moving  to  E.M.  Forster’s  Howards 
End,  then  on  to  James  Joyce’s  A Portrait 
of  the  Artist  As  a Young  Man,  ending  with 
Virginia  Woolf's  Mrs.  Daiioway. 

Each  month  participants  will  view 
two  taped  lectures  at  their  convenience 
followed  by  a live,  interactive  webinar  with 
Professor  Gordon.  Following  the  webinar, 
participants  will  submit  online  journals  to 
the  professor  for  her  commentary. 

September  9,  2012  - January  28,  2013 
Cost:  $400 
Space  is  limited. 


For  additional  information  about 
the  courses  please  contact 
Alumnae  Affairs  at  212.854.2005,  or 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard.edu. 


The  conversation  continues!  By  popular 
demand,  Conversations  in  Contemporary 
Art  is  back  for  another  session  this  fall. 

Join  critic,  editor,  and  curator  Kathleen 
Madden  '92  for  this  five-session  course 
for  alumnae  and  their  guests.  Participants 
will  engage  in  conversations  with  emerging 
artists,  curators,  critics,  and  gallery  owners 
who  will  provide  an  intimate  insight  into 
the  contemporary  art  scene  in  New 
York  City.  Through  visits  to  galleries  and 
studios  around  the  city,  participants  will 
consider  the  creation,  exhibition,  and  sale 
of  contemporary  art,  and  learn  how  to  ask 
questions  that  are  key  to  talking  about  the 
art  of  today. 

Kathleen  Madden  contributes  regularly  to 
Artforum,  Art  in  America,  and  un  magazine 
in  Australia  and  has  curated  exhibitions  for 
Tate  Modern,  London.  Previously  she  was 
the  commissioning  editor  of  contemporary 
art  at  Phaidon  Press. 

October  11,  2012  - November  8,  2012 
Thursdays,  10:00am  ~ 12:30pm 
Cost:  $550 


Registration  begins  this  summer  at 
alum.barnard.edu. 


EVENT  SPOTLIGHT 

FALL  2012 

For  more  information  about  these  and  other  exceptional  Barnard  programs  happening 
this  fall,  visit  www.barnard.edui  or  call  212  854.2037. 


Wednesday,  09/12  6 ,P,M 

RETHINKING  THE  “LATINO 
VOTE”  IN  2012:  POLITICAL 
HETEROGENEITY  IN  A 
TWO-PARTY  SYSTEM 

A lecture  by  Cristina  Beltran 
Sulzberger  Parlor,  3rd  Floor  Barnard  Hall 

Thursday,  10/04  6:30  PM 

THE  POTENTIAL  & PROMISE 
OF  FEMINIST  VOICES  IN  ISLAM 

A lecture  by  Ziba  Mir-Hosseini 
James  Room,  4th  Floor  Barnard  Hall 

Thursday,  10/11  6 PM 

AN  EVENING  WITH  ELIE  WIESEL 

A lecture  and  discussion 
Event  Oval,  The  Diana  Center 

Thursday,  10/18  8 PM 
Friday,  10/19  8 PM 
Saturday,  10/20  3 & 8 PM 

EURYDICE 

A play  by  Sarah  Ruhl 

Minor  Latham  Playhouse,  1T8  Milbank  Hall 


Thursday,  11/01  7 ,PM: 

ANNE  CARSON 
& ALICE  OSWALD 

A reading 

Sulzberger  Parlor,  3rd  Floor  Barnard  Hall 

Wednesday,  11/07  6 PM 

NTOZAKE  SHANGE  ON  STAGE 
& SCREEN 

A screening  and  panel 

Julius  S.  Held  Auditorium,  304  Barnard  Hall 

Wednesday,  11/14  6;30PM 

(DIS)HONESTY:  HOW  WE  LIE 
TO  EVERYONE-INCLUDING 
OURSELVES 

A lecture  by  Dan  Ariely 
Event  Oval,  The  Diana  Center 

Thursday,  11/15  7:30  PM 
Friday,  11/16  7:30  PM 
Saturday,  11/17  2 & 7:30  PM 

THE  BARNARD  PROJECT  AT 
NEW  YORK  LIVE  ARTS 

A performance 
219  West  T9th  Street 

Saturday  12/08  8 PM 

THE  ANNUAL  CANDLELIGHT 
CONCERT 

James  Chapel,,  Union  Theological  Seminary 


BARNARD 


